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$695,300 OTF Grant Allows New Path to Offer Family 
Support Program

Simcoe County – Earlier this year, New Path Youth & Family Services (New Path) received 
a three-year, $695,300 Grow grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) to provide 
the Family Support Program (FSP). The FSP program is a program that partners parents or 
caregivers with family support workers who have lived experience as caregivers of children 
or youth with mental health needs. 
“Through this program, FSP workers will work with families to develop a family support 

plan, and help parents or caregivers develop skills to support children and youth. This program 
will be available to families participating in New Path’s longer term service programs, at all 
of New Path’s service locations. Funds from the OTF grant will be used over the period of the 
grant to help with staffing and program costs.
Approximately 80 per cent of parents and caregivers report that their work/life balance is 

impacted due to their child’s mental health concern. Their stress levels, mental health, and 
ability to parent their child and meet their needs are impacted. However, with the help of the 
FSP program, parents and caregivers will acquire skills and resources to be better equipped 
to support their children and to navigate the mental health system. Additionally, children 
and youth will benefit as well since their parents and caregivers will know how to positively 
influence and support them. 
The FSP, which engages families in a peer-to-peer model, is now one of the many services 

offered New Path Youth & Family Services. For more information about this program, please 
call New Path at 705-725-7656 or email info@newpath.ca
About the Ontario Trillium Foundation:  The Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) is an 

agency of the Government of Ontario and one of Canada’s leading granting foundations. OTF 
awarded $115 million to 644 projects last year to build healthy and vibrant communities in 
Ontario.
About New Path Youth & Family Services: New Path Youth & Family Services of Simcoe 

County is a registered not-for-profit charitable organization. We are an accredited children’s 
mental health agency providing a range of innovative and timely services for children, youth 
and their families. We are the Lead Agency for children’s mental health in Simcoe with the 
goal of enhancing the experience and outcomes of children, youth and their families seeking 
assistance with mental health and wellness. 
To learn more about New Path Youth and Family Services, to donate, or get involved please 

visit www.newpath.ca, follow us on social media Facebook: New Path Youth & Family 
Services Twitter: @NewPathYFS or sign up for our quarterly TrailSigns Newsletter

Family Support Workers are ready to work with families to develop a family support plan 
and help parents or caregivers develop skills to support children and youth. Pictured left 
to right are: Tanya Alfieri Supervisor Family Support Program, Brenda Powling Family 

Support Worker, Shannon McNally Family Support Worker and Lisa Cluett Family Manager 
Family Support Program.

Ontario's Most Popular Baby Names for 2019
January 11, 2021 - The top baby names in Ontario for 2019 were Olivia and Noah. Ontario 

registered 933 baby girls named Olivia, closing the decade as one of the most consistently 
popular names in the province. Charlotte came in as the second-most popular name for girls. 
There were 841 Noahs registered in Ontario last year making it the top choice for boys, with 
Liam in second place.
The top five names for girls and boys respectively in 2019 were:

1. Olivia                                                        1.  Noah
2. Charlotte                                                   2.  Liam
3. Emma                                                       3.  Lucas
4. Ava                                                           4.  Benjamin
5. Sophia                                                      5.  Ethan

Parents should register their child’s birth within 30 days of welcoming their newborns. 
ServiceOntario’s 5-in-1 Newborn Bundle provides a quick and convenient way for parents 
to take care of the essentials online. From the comfort of home, the bundle allows parents to 
apply for a birth certificate, a Social Insurance Number, and Canada Child Benefits, including 
the Ontario Child Benefit and Education Savings Referral service.
Quick Facts - ServiceOntario’s 5-in-1 Newborn Bundle was the first of its kind in Canada 

when it launched in 2007. More than 1.6 million births of newborns have been registered in 
Ontario using the service.

Simcoe Muskoka Long-Term Care home residents now 
vaccinated against COVID-19 

SIMCOE MUSKOKA – All eligible long-term care (LTC) residents across 
Simcoe Muskoka have been offered and the great majority have accepted and 
received their first dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine along with some employees 
and essential caregivers at the homes. 
With the government’s direction that the Pfizer vaccine could be safely transported, 

immunization immediately focused on the region’s long-term care homes. The LTC 
immunization roll-out began January 11 and in less than a week 3,545 people in 30 
LTC homes were vaccinated by mobile teams from the Simcoe Muskoka District 
Health Unit (SMDHU) in collaboration with Royal Victoria Regional Health 
Centre (RVH). The next phase of the vaccination roll-out includes more than 3,000 
residents in the region’s 52 retirement homes over the next 10 days.
“This is a significant milestone in our immunization roll-out plan,” said Dr. Charles 

Gardner, medical officer of health for the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit. “By 
vaccinating residents of long-term care homes and residents in retirement homes 
we are taking another important and critical step in the fight against COVID-19. 
Getting the vaccine to those who need it most as quickly as possible will save lives.” 
The COVID-19 Immunization Clinic in Barrie, a partnership between SMDHU, 

RVH and the City of Barrie, opened December 22, 2020. Since then, between the 
Barrie clinic and the mobile clinics, 12,885 (as of Jan. 17) doses of the vaccine have 
been administered to long-term care and retirement home residents, employees and 
essential caregivers and prioritized hospital workers. 
“The rapid immunization of our most vulnerable residents could not have been 

completed so efficiently without the support of many community partners including 
doctors, nurses and paramedic services in both Simcoe County and Muskoka who 
stepped up to help,” said Janice Skot, RVH’s president and chief executive officer. 
“I must also applaud the hard work of staff at both the health unit and RVH for their 
roles in coordinating and implementing this important immunization.”
Once supply and delivery of the Pfizer vaccine increases, the immunization 

plan will continue to be rolled-out to other priority groups, including Indigenous 
communities and healthcare workers.
The public is reminded that during the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine it’s 

important that everyone continue to strictly follow public health measures to reduce 
and prevent transmission of the virus: Wear a mask, physically distance from those 
outside your household, wash your hands frequently, stay home if you are sick, and 
get tested for COVID-19 if you have symptoms. 
For more information, visit the health unit’s COVID-19 Vaccine and Immunization 

web page or call Health Connection to speak with a public health professional 
weekdays 8:30 - 6 and Saturdays 8:30 - 4:30 at 705-721-7520     
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Editor’s Musings

  
 

 
MIDHURST 
PHARMACY 

 Let’s Talk About… 
Iron Supplementation 
With Pharmacist Owners Jenna Lougheed and Carolyn Glover 

As pharmacists we frequently counsel patients on iron supplementation. 
Many people believe it is the answer to feeling tired and fatigued. This is 
not always the case. 
We always recommend that bloodwork be done prior to starting iron 
supplements. It is important to know IF a patient is deficient and if so, 
how deficient. This can then guide therapy as there are many available 
options. In addition, iron can be hard on the stomach and interfere with 
other supplements and medications; this is why it is kept behind the 
pharmacy counter and it is required to speak with a pharmacist prior to 
purchasing.  
At Midhurst Pharmacy we are open 7 days a week and our pharmacists 
are available to help you stay healthy and live well.  

94 Finlay Mill Rd, Midhurst ON 
705.503.7333  | www.pharmasavemidhurst.com 
 

Covid Chart in Ontario
Day Total Cases Death Resolved W/virus Tests
Apr 6 309 = 4,347 13 = 132 1624 2591
Apr 24 640 (11,184) 50 = 763 7087 5669
May 6 412 (18,722) 68 = 1429 13,222 4071
May 19 427 (23,384) 15 = 1919 17,889 3576
June 18 173 (32,917) 3 = 2553 28,012 2352
July 21 203 (37,942) 1 = 2753 33,617 1572
Aug 11 33 (40,194) 0 = 2786 36,456 952
Sept 12 232 (44,300) 1 = 2814 39,717 1769
Oct 13 746 (60,692) 9 = 3016 5947 36,473
Nov 2 948 (77,655) 7 = 3152 66,407 8096 27,908

Nov 16 1487 (95,496) 10 = 3371 79,295 12,830 33,351
Dec 7 1925 (129,234) 26 = 3,798 109, 402 16,034 45,300

Dec 15 2275 = 144,396 20 = 3992 123,373 17,031 39,566
Dec 30 2923 = 178,831 20 = 4474 153,799 20,558 39,210
Dec 31 3328 = 182,195 56 = 4530 156,259 21,617 63,858
Jan 11 3338 = 219,120 29 = 5012 183,476 30,632 46,400
Jan 12 2903 = 222,023 41 = 5053 186,829 30,141 44,802
Jan 13 2961 = 224,984 74 = 5127 190,221 29,636 50,931
Jan 14 3326 = 228,310 62 = 5189 193,814 29,307 71,169
Jan 15 2998 = 231,308 100 = 5289 76,472
Jan 16 3056 - 234,342 51 = 5340 200,406 73,875
Jan 17 3422 = 237,786 69 = 5409 203,484 60,183
Jan 18 2578 = 240,364 24 = 5433 206,310 28,621 40,301
Jan 19 1913 = 242,277 46 = 5479 209,183 27,615 34,531

Amongst the first people to get the Covid19 vaccine are 
front line workers, those in the hospital and at seniors 
and nursing homes (including the bureaucrats who may 
be working from home but never wondering amongst the 
patients) and seniors, there are other front line workers be-
ing ignored. If you go into the stores that are allowed to be 
open, there are numerous people stocking the shelves and 
offering customer services including the checkout crew, 
people that have to go to work each day both to make a 
living and to offer the businesses services to you and me, 
they seem to have been forgotten. Maybe in that group,we 
could include those who run stores to make a living and 
offer us services, or work in public service i.e. restaurants, 
theatres, etc., but the governments have shut them down.

We expect the news to be correct. 
We expect the news to know facts and figures. 
So it irritates me that each day, when they release the Co-

vid19 numbers for Ontario, the complete numbers, instead 
of saying there were 3845 new cases, they have to say 
more than 3800. 
Or if there were 75,981 tests done, why do they say al-

most 76,000.
You have the figures people. GIVE THEM!

Or we could dream - they could go even further by say-
ing, we had 3845 case today. Since 80% of the people 
show no symptoms, they could say 3076 were given no 
antibiotics and asked to self-isolate for 14 days.
Or out of the 4249 cases identified on Thursday, that there 

were (by BBC News) 0.8% false positives.
According to data from the FDA, if an antigen test has 

98% specificity, and 10% of the population has the dis-
ease, 20 out of 100 people who test positive will not have 
the virus. 
They could even tell us that there were some false nega-

tives - that’s comforting - and that some tests which come 
back indeterminate, invalid or inhibitory could be treat-
ed as a positive which by all reports is why Our Lady of 
Lourdes school in Elmvale was mentioned as one of the 
elementary schools with a positive test.
But don’t do too much looking. At www.bjm.com, the-

bmj Interactive, the Covid-19 tester indicates that out of 
100, 56 who test positive have covid-19, 1 person (men-
tioned before) who tests positive does not have covid-19, 
24 who test negative have covid-19 and 19 who test nega-
tive do not have covid-19.
BTW, while checking for these figures, I found the in-

teresting prediction from midsummer which said in 2020 
their will be 225,000 new cancer cases in Canada and 
83,000 deaths from cancer. In 2020, Canada had 16,750 
deaths from COVID19, far less than Cancer.

The CDC estimates a 99.997% survival rate for those 
from birth to age 19 who contract COVID-19. It's 99.98% 
for ages 20-49, 99.5% for 50-69 and 94.6% for those over 
70. Significantly, those who died of coronavirus, according 
to the CDC, had an average of 2.6 comorbidities, meaning 
more than two chronic diseases along with COVID-19. 
Overall, the CDC says, just 6% of the people counted as 
COVID-19 deaths died of COVID-19 alone.

There are differing opinions on the goods and/or bads of 
GMOs (Genetically Modified Organisms whose genetic 
material has been altered using engineering techniques). 
Japan rejected Canadian shipped products because their 

test showed the presence of GMOs, 
Peru just instituted another 15 year moratorium on the 

import and production of GMOs.
A Scottish survey found that only one in ten citizens 

would be likely to buy GM food even if it was significantly 
cheaper, but adds that under the terms of post-Brexit leg-
islation, Scotland could be forced to accept gene-edited 
foods in shops.

I see the Ontario government is investing $1 million in 
a company called Merit Precision which manufactures 
bottles for hand sanitizers and disinfectants. It will create 
10 new local jobs and retain 75 positions.
Is that good or bad - my point is whether this is necessary 

anymore?
When the Covid19 virus started, sanitization was one of 

the recommendations. Hoarding started and prices bal-
looned. But gradually, it subsided. In our house now, there 
is a sanitization bottle in each bathroom - two full and two 
halves - there are three on the book shelf, I carry one in my 
pocket, there are two in the truck, at least one in the car 
and I imagine my sweetie has one in her purse. I am sure 
there are probably/possibly more around here.
At the entrance to most every business, there is a squirt 

bottle. On the shelves in many stores, there is so much that 
the price borders on bargain or liquidation prices.
You can also buy a UV Sanitizing Wand ($14.99 each or 

two for $19.98) that kills 99.99% of the germs on whatev-
er you pass it over i.e. door knobs, keys, your phone, toys, 
whatever. It is battery powered much like a flash-light.
And now that the vaccinations have started, will the need  

exist - it is a good idea - anymore?

There is an OMNI calculator which tells you where you 
are in the lineup for the vaccine. Because of my age, it says 
I could be in Stage 1 so I am somewhere between the next 
person in the lineup to the 5,139,574th person and my two 
doses should come between February and May 2021.
How accurate is it? You can check out 57 similar general 

health calculators including eyesight and there is a lot of 
valuable information there. Try www.omnicalculator.com/
health and go from there.

I read an interesting “Letter to the Editor” from the New 
Tecumseth municipality in reference to whys behind the 
forced amalgamation of four communities into their pres-
ent governing system. They have 10 councillors/wards to 
represent the 42,000 (est) people in 2020 (34,242 in 2016 
and 30,234 in 2011). The letter writer says that with the 
introduction of the ward system would protest the identi-
ties of the smaller communities. Council would respect the 
position of the ward councillor. Especially in the case of 
development.
Beeton is being overwhelmed by massive development, 

and council refuses to respect the position of its own coun-
cillor, Stephanie MacLellan. This is enough to scrap the 
system and reduce the council to five members.
But it gets worse. Council has decided to pass develop-

ment decisions back to the province.
The writer continues - Since the county and, ultimately, 

the province now control our future, I 
would like to make the case that we no 
longer need or can afford our municipal 

government. We should transfer all our departments to the 
county, since they make the final decisions anyway. 
We need an elected county councillor paid the same as 

an MP or MPP, so we can attract a person capable of look-
ing after the interests of the town. Take the millions we 
save and fix our infrastructure, give the land intended for 
the now-redundant municipal office to the province for af-
fordable housing. Everybody a winner. Well, almost ev-
erybody.
Food for thought!!!

Just a heads up - Springwater is asking for tenders on 
a crosswalk across Cty Rd 27 (Yonge St, North), in El-
mvale from the condos and the old schoolhouse (approx 

65 units) across to in front 
of the Anglican Church. 
There are other houses and 
apartments on the east of the 
street and in the  northeast 
quadrant of Elmvale who 
may want to go to Food-
land or the arena. Many of 
these people may not move 
as fast as they once did and 
there is an observance that 
once people pass through 
the stoplight at the corner 
of Yonge and Queen go-
ing North, there appears 
to be some impatience in 
getting their vehicles up to 
speed. The argument could 
be made that there is more 
need of a light at the Food-
land than any of the other 3 
or 4 places around town.
If you might wonder why 

the crosswalk would be on 
the north side of George 
street where the sidewalk 
takes you to the arena/fair-
grounds, apparently there 
is a tube under the highway 
there making it easier to 
wire the lights and controls 
together. 
A thanks to Gloria Woods, 

Councillor George Cabrel 
and other associates for the 
concern.
I’m done Charles!
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HOME OF THE:  

 

SHOWROOM! 

NEW SNOWBLOWERS IN STOCK! 

Annie's Journal  by Annie Donnelly 

ANTEN MILLS NEWS by Dennis Gannon 

Rink Closed! The gate is closed and a large sign is 
attached notifying everyone that our community ice rink is 
closed. Our community volunteers led by Chad Muir have 
done a fantastic job of creating a rink that the community 
has been able to enjoy for a few weeks this winter. Through 
no fault of their own, the rink had to be shut down at the 
request of the Township of Springwater due to the Stay 
at Home order from the province. There were questions 
about why it needed to be shut when the provincial order 
indicated that ice rinks could be open. The reason is 
actually very simple. We enjoy reasonable lower property 
taxes compared to our neighbouring municipalities and 
that is partially due to the limited services we receive. 
One of the services with minimal assistance is recreation. 
Recreation programs are offered by the township but are 
led by students or independent contractors. Other than the 
arena, township staff support the Community Recreation 
Associations but the CRA’s look after the community 
ice rinks. With a limit now of 5 people opposed to the 10 
previously, there was no safe way to maintain the rinks 
opening. Unfortunately at some rinks and ours included, 
there were instances of overcrowding, hockey nets being 
brought on, unruly individuals, garbage being dumped 
and alcohol consumption occurring. Not what one would 
expect at a community ice rink. The Anten Mills CRA 
supports the difficult decision and hope, that if ice can be 
reestablished, those who use it will abide by the simple 
rules. We live in a community with over 100 acres of forest 
and kilometres of trails. Let’s use our outdoors to our 
advantage and enjoy nature. Walk, hike, snowshoe, even 
fat bike. As one young woman so rightfully commented, 
“it’s just ice”.
The Anten Mills Community Facebook page is a great 

venue for sharing and receiving information and almost 
1000 people are part of it. It too was started by and 
continues to be run by the CRA who are the administrators 
and moderators. It is reported that on occasion there 
are comments or questions posted that belong in other 
forums or should be directed to specific organizations 
or individuals. The Facebook page wasn’t developed 
to be a sounding or complaint forum but rather to share 
knowledge, community ideas and alerts to events and 
emergencies. The CRA is currently reviewing their 
involvement and commitment and requested those who 
use it to be responsible and respectful to all. 
It is great to see that a number of homes have continued 

to leave their outdoor decorations lit. It is very evident 
along Horseshoe Valley Road. With the current Stay at 
Home order in place those who do travel to and from work 
get to see the lights and hopefully it gives them some 
small uplift. From today until the end of January we add 
almost 15 more minutes of daylight and most of it is in 
the afternoon. Thank you to those who are leaving their 
lights on. At the community centre the ground displays 
have been taken down so that we can continue to use them 
for years to come. The lights are still on at the light tunnel 
and the smaller trees in the park. Issues were encountered 
with the large tree and those lights have been turned off. 
The large tree is a huge focal point for the light displays 
but unfortunately there have been problems annually with 
them. It is hoped that next season all problems will be 
corrected. 
This year our community celebrates having a community 

recreation association for 50 years. But did you know that 
while a formal association was established in 1971, there 
was an Anten Mills Community Club? Our early residents 
formed the Anten Mills Community Club in November 
1965. The executive for 1965 - 1966 was Mindy Alexander, 
President, Ivan Skinner, Vice President, Norren Jones, 
Secretary, Ray Rance, Treasurer, Betty Rance, Social 
Convenor, Nancy Hickling, Program Convenor and Helen 
Priest along with Luella Scott as Social Action.  They 
held monthly meetings the first Wednesday of each month 
except July and August. Their first event was a turkey draw 
for a 20 pound bird. Tickets, 10 cents each or or 3 for 25 
cents. If anyone has any more information on the activities 
of the group please contact me as I would appreciate 
assisting in keeping their history.
That’s all for this week. Stay Healthy, Stay Safe, Stay 

Strong, antenmills1@gmail.com 

I’ve always loved puzzles. One 
day, I decided to look at my life as 
if it’s a 100 piece puzzle.
Love within my family never 

reached the status of being a 
tradition; the beliefs and traditions 
that I grew up with were filled with 
violence and punishment. I was glad 
to learn that the Bible isn’t filled 
with personal beliefs and traditions; 

its focus is the word of God.
After I was baptized, I knew I needed to bring the pieces 

of my life’s puzzle in line with God’s word. A tradition 
in my family was to hold grudges against others forever. 
Changing the piece labelled “unforgiving” ignited an 
intense struggle within me. It began when I started to read 
Matthew’s Gospel. I was excited to find The Lord’s Prayer 
in the 6th chapter. I had prayed that prayer, morning after 
morning, all those years in elementary school, but I never 
knew where it came from.
When I read the two verses following the prayer, I wasn’t 

nearly as excited. Here’s what they say: 
For if you forgive other people when they sin against 
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But 
if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father 
will not forgive your sins.

Here’s what I thought: Are you kidding me? I’m supposed 
to forgive my Mother who beat me throughout my childhood 
and into my mid-teens? I’m supposed to forgive her for all 
she did that hurt me? My next thought? This can’t be the 
word of God! 
But yes, it is. It’s the beautiful, precious, life changing 

word of God! 
I found this out for myself. I began to wrestle with God. 

“She’s never said she’s sorry,” I told Him. “Why should I 
forgive her? Not only that, look what happened over and 
over again. I don’t want to forgive her!”
I struggled with myself.  Okay, I’ll forgive her.  Five 

minutes later: no I will not! Why should I?
But I knew why I should: I needed God’s forgiveness for 

myself so I knew that I had to find a way to forgive her. I 
couldn’t do it on my own, and that was the point. 
I struggled and wrestled for 19 days in a row until I finally 

surrendered to the One who could help me, who could take 
my tiny bit of faith that this was the right thing to do, and 
turn it into victory. I was battle weary when I forgave my 
Mother, but my heart was at peace, just as God promises. 
Years later, when my Mother was ready, she and I were 

reconciled. I cared for her in my home as she died of lung 
cancer there. I can tell you, without reservation, that God 
filled my heart with love for my Mother. She did the best 
she could. I miss her. She was the best Mother for me.
So, that’s how the “unforgiving” piece of my life’s puzzle 
was re-labelled, “Forgiving”. Thankfully, by God’s grace, 
it’s still called that today.

Poll finds strong support for 
COVID-19 curfews, suggests 

Canadians' mental health has suffered
BY THE CANADIAN PRESS Posted Jan 19, 2021 5:35 

am EST

Almost two-thirds of Canadians would support a nightly 
curfew if necessary to curb the spread of COVID-19 — 
even though they’re not convinced it would be effective, a 
new poll suggests.
Sixty-five per cent of respondents to a poll by Léger 

and the Association for Canadian Studies said they 
would support temporary curfews in their provinces if 
recommended by public health officials.
In Quebec, where the government imposed a month-

long curfew 10 days ago, 74 per cent said they support 
the move.
Nevertheless, only 57 per cent of Quebecers and just 39 

per cent of respondents in the rest of the country said they 
think curfews are an effective way to reduce the spread of 
the coronavirus that causes COVID-19.
The poll of 1,516 Canadians was conducted Jan. 15 to 18.
Léger executive vice-president Christian Bourque said 

the results suggest Canadians “want to do their part and 
will stand by their governments” in efforts to reduce the 
spread of the virus. But it also suggests provinces “need 
to sell this thing (curfews) if they want to make it work.”
The poll also suggests that Canadians’ mental health has 

suffered as the pandemic drags on.
Twenty-one per cent rated their mental health as bad or 

very bad, up eight points since last April, when the first 
wave of COVID-19 rolled over Canada.
Thirty-two per cent rated their mental health as excellent 

or very good, a 10-point drop since April. Another 45 per 
cent described their mental health as good, down three 
points since April.
Bourque said mental health experts do not consider 

“good” to be a particularly positive rating, akin to someone 
saying they feel OK.
The poll suggests 59 per cent remain somewhat or very 

afraid of contracting COVID-19, virtually unchanged 
since April.
Seventy-one per cent of respondents said they intend to 

get vaccinated against the coronavirus when a vaccine 
becomes available to them.
Two vaccines have been approved for use in Canada so 

far and provinces have begun immunizing front line health 
care workers, long-term care home workers and residents 
and some others considered among the most vulnerable.
Forty-seven per cent of respondents said they’ll take 

the first vaccine available to them, while 27 per cent 
said they’ll wait for other vaccines to become available. 
Another 11 per cent said they won’t take any vaccine and 
15 per cent didn’t know what they’ll do.
The online poll cannot be assigned a margin of error 

because internet-based polls are not considered random 
samples.

Why do tornadoes not touch down that often in big cities?
Answer: Tornadoes require three factors to grow: vertical 
movement, which generally comes from thunderstorms; 
a significant variation in both wind speed and direction 

within the thunderstorm or air mass; and plenty of space 
for the rotation to develop. That need for wide open 
spaces is why you hear about tornadoes so much in 

the plain states and flat areas of the Midwest and West. 
Tornadoes are unusual in cities because they lack the 

open space to develop. Still, it’s not entirely impossible. 
On May 12, 1997, a tornado struck very near downtown 

Miami, Florida, and lasted about 15 minutes. Some 
people were injured and it caused $525,000 in damages. 
That tornado developed over open water, which provided 

the space for it to grow, and then moved onshore.
Censorship, like charity, should begin at home; but, 
unlike charity, it should end there. Clare Booth Luce

About 95 percent of Egypt’s population lives on about 
4 percent of the land, a green belt roughly half the size 
of Ireland that follows the Nile as it snakes through the 

desert, then fans out into the Nile Delta.
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EDGE 2021
Even with the snow covering your garden, it is never 

too early to start planning.  And with everything that is 
going on it will give you a pleasant escape and something 
to look forward to.  So here are a few ideas to help you 
get started.  
Plan your garden and make a diagram drawn to scale 

before placing your spring order. 
Start some annual flowers this month. Good picks include 

marigolds, sweet peas, stattice, impatiens, petunias, and 
snapdragons. 
Order seed catalogs early in the month. Research plants. 

Consider edible varieties that are drought-tolerant or 
disease-resistant. 
Remember to wash and sterilize seed-starting containers 

before planting seeds. Use 1 
part bleach to 9 parts water. 
Use this month to check 

your houseplants: divide and 
re-pot any pot-bound plants. 
Prune judiciously to create a 
compact, attractive specimen. 
And don't forget to check 

out our Facebook page for 
more interesting ideas.
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Roots of Migration: Why Hondurans Flee: Are Canada and US Complicit?
Dire Circumstances in Honduras: Caravan Fleeing is 

Met with Repression
On January 17, 2021 amid severe hunger, loss of 

livelihoods, destruction of homes due to the November 
hurricanes, financial ruin, lack of healthcare, and the 
ongoing COVID-19 crisis, a caravan of 2000 Hondurans 
left their homes and families behind and made their way 
to the Guatemala border. This was the first border crossing 
on their trek to the United States. Just inside the border, a 
strategic checkpoint was set up. The people were met with 
severe repression from the Guatemalan police and military.

With some of their personal possessions littering the road 
at the Guatemalan border, caravan members were attacked 
by hundreds of police who used teargas, bullets, and clubs 
to try to disperse the caravan. Some were arrested. The 
people were forced to push through the large squadron 
of police; some made it through, but many did not. As a 
reporter on the scene stated, “This is the way the Hondurans 
cross police checkpoints, and despite being weak and tired 
from walking, they seek strength for a better future.” See 
photo attached, courtesy of Luis Echeverria/Reuters. Not 
only must they cross through Guatemala, but they will be 
met with similar military repression as they try to get into 
Mexico. Their determination to reach the US border is 
unbelievably strong.
Why are the Honduran people putting their lives and 

their families at so much risk? The root cause of this 
determination to migrate to a better place is due to the 
corruption of the Honduran government that is backed by 
Canada, Europe, and the United States. Without support of 
the richest countries, the illegitimate government of Juan 
Orlando Hernandez would fall. 
Why People are Leaving:
Corruption and Impunity at the Top - President 

Hernandez Named in New York District Court Filing 
New information recently released in the New York 

Southern District court again implicates President Juan 
Orlando Hernandez in large-scale cocaine trafficking 
to the United States. According to the documents, Juan 
Orlando Hernandez was quoted saying he wanted to 
“shove the drugs right up the noses of the gringos by 
flooding the United States with cocaine.” Many major US 
media outlets including CNN, the Washington Post, and 
the LA times reported on this newly revealed information. 
The documents also quoted Hernandez saying he was 
embezzling US aid money through fake NGOs. Hondurans 
believe this money was used to finance his 2013 and 2017 
presidential campaigns. 
Excessive Military Control
Hernandez employs the military to not only move drugs, 

but he also allows illicit gang activity to operate and to 
control the prisons. Gangs continually extort the people. 
The military patrol the streets, repress the people and do 
the bidding for any of the mining, textile, tourism, and 
agricultural companies that operate in Honduras. If the 
people protest company activity, they are either harassed, 
imprisoned, disappeared, or even murdered. If journalists 
report on the illicit affairs of the government, they are 
often disappeared or murdered. Honduras has a reputation 
of being the most dangerous country for media workers; in 
2020 alone four journalists were murdered. Furthermore, 
Honduras has an impunity rate of over 90%. Most crimes 

are not reported. If you speak against the Honduran 
government, such as in the case of Edwin Espinal and Raul 
Alvarez you are arrested and imprisoned. 
President Trump has called President Hernandez an ally 

as Hernandez attempts to stop migrant caravans from 
leaving the northern borders of Honduras. Hernandez also 
accepts non-Honduran migrants who originate from other 
countries in Central America and who have been captured 
at the US-Mexico borders. Many are deported to Honduras. 
Expropriation of Land for Canadian, US Mining 

Compromises the People
Wealth, strong economic growth, and the desire to 

dominate with western world power, taking, managing and 
pilfering rich resources in Latin America, is more important 
than the wellbeing of the Honduran people. The bottom 
line is that economics are paramount over human rights. 
During the pandemic, many companies have laid off or 

fired their employees. The people have nowhere to turn to 
for financial support. The job market is non-existent.
 Canadian mines operating in Honduras are Aura 

Minerals (open pit gold and copper; San Andres south of 
Tegucigalpa), Glen Eagle based in Montreal (open pit gold 
in Choluteca), 
Ascendant Resources, Toronto (open pit silver and 

gold, located close to Lago Yojoa) and US based Nucor 
Corporation (iron ore in Guapinol). Most of these 
companies have been seriously questioned for their 
expropriation, pilfering of the land, human rights abuse of 
community members, and even murder. Company officials 
are also complicit in the charging and imprisoning of land 
defenders, practices that if operating in Canada would be 
declared illegal and would not be tolerated.
Land defenders as in the case of the 8 Guapinol water 

defenders have been imprisoned for over a year for 
speaking against Nucor’s expropriation of land and the 
compromising of community water sources in protected 
parklands that border their communities. 
Aura Minerals states on their website that the company is 

“focused on responsible, sustainable growth, operates with 
highest environmental and safety standards, and is socially 
responsible”, yet the company enters communities, and has 
gained ‘permission’ illegally from the 
Honduran government to take the land. 
They state they “respect the culture 
and welfare of local communities 
and integrate best environmental 
practices” yet their practices would 
be considered unlawful if operating in 
Canada. Aura Minerals has illegally 
dug up a 200-year-old cemetery located 
in La Union, Copan, despite extreme 
opposition from community members. 
Glen Eagle Mining Company, based 

in Montreal, continues its 24-hour operation despite a 
lockdown due to the pandemic. Hondurans working in 
these mines are expected to work after the company 
obtained a special work permit to continue through the 
Honduran government.  COVID-19 protective health 
standards are not met.
Canadian and US companies in the textile industry 

(Gildan - Montreal, Fruit of the Loom, Jockey etc.) and 
tourism industries (Njoi- Richmond Hill), continue to 
operate their factories and businesses despite the COVID 
crisis, expecting their employees to report for work even 
if they are ill. Tourism projects operated by Njoi also 
expropriate the land and are responsible for severe human 
rights abuses in Northern Honduras.
So, in supporting the above, the Canadian and the United 

States governments are allowing the corruption of the National 
party in power to repress the people and look the other way 
as Hernandez and his party officials continue to be involved 
with drug cartels. Canada sends financial aid through our tax 
dollars to the Honduran government; hence Canada supports 
this corruption. The migration therefore continues. 
Prime Minister Trudeau and his government, and the 

official opposition, can no longer turn their heads to 
the atrocities that are taking place in Central and South 

America. They claim to believe in law and order, yet they 
allow Canadian companies to act with impunity in regard 
to human rights abuses that are ruled by the very dictators 
and oligarchy families they indirectly support. 
Serious Living Conditions: Hondurans Helping 

Hondurans: Food Program, Advocating for Others, 
Stepping Up Politically
Despite the devastation from the hurricanes, the health 

crisis due to COVID, the serious lack of food and loss 
of jobs, Prisila Alvarado from the El Progreso food 
program and Maria Sanchez of the Tegucigalpa food 
distribution program report that the projects are great 
successes. The Honduran people continue to help each 
other in their communities. Last week, the Simcoe 
County Honduras Rights Monitor sent another $1000 to 
Prisila, which was received with gratitude. We thank the 
very generous community members of Elmvale, Wasaga 
Beach, Barrie, Midland and beyond for their donations 
that keep these programs alive! If you wish to donate to 
this very worthwhile grassroots program, contact me at: 
janetspring7@gmail.com or by phone: 705-734-4238.
Last article I reported that Raul Alvarez was a victim of 

a serious attack in his neighbourhood. Raul reports that he 
can see some shadows in his right eye, yet he still worries 
that he has lost sight in that eye. Raul awaits a specialist 
appointment that has been postponed due to COVID-19. 
He continues to help others in his neighbourhood and has 
formally begun his campaign to run for a seat in congress, 
representing the large area of Francisco Morazán in 
Tegucigalpa. Not only are those who speak against the 
government as citizens, journalists, or human rights 
defenders at risk, but those who run against the National 
Party are targets. We fear for Raul’s safety as he begins his 
political campaign. (See attached photo of Edwin and Raul 
playing chess. They send greetings to our community)
The Simcoe County Honduras Rights Monitor Committee 

is very proud of Raul as he meets regularly with the 
National Committee for the Freedom of Political Prisoners, 
advocating for his comrade Rommel Hererra Portillo, 
who was arrested in May 2019 for protesting government 
legislation that would abolish the teachers’ union. 
Edwin Espinal and Raul Alvarez participated in a news 

conference last week to bring 
attention to the case of Rommel 
Herrera who continues to be 
imprisoned in a psychiatric hospital. 
He awaits another bail hearing. 
International human rights groups 
are demanding his release from 
detention as his mental and physical 
health deteriorates. He is only 25 
years old and is a teacher. 
Karen Spring has just released 

her first Honduras Now Podcast of 
2021 Episode 14: The Struggle to 

Defend Water in Guapinol where she interviews lawyer 
Edy Tabora who is representing the eight men. She also 
interviews local Guapinol residents who are witness to the 
ongoing struggle against the Nucor mining development 
in their community. This podcast can be found at: https://
redcircle.com/shows/honduras-now-podcast.
As Inauguration Day in the United States fast approaches, 

Hondurans and international human rights organizations 
await the new Biden/Harris administration that has 
campaigned against the stringent immigration policies of 
the soon to be departed Trump administration. Is positive 
change coming with the new President-elect Joe Biden?
In our next article, the Simcoe County Honduras Rights 

Monitor will look at the Biden/Harris campaign promises 
that relate to Honduras. Hopefully we will report that Joe 
Biden immediately signed an executive order to reunite 
families with their children separated at the border. This is his 
first promised directive. Most of the families are Honduran. 
Our article will be entitled: Hope for a New Honduras: What 
will the Biden Presidency Change for Hondurans?
Thank you for your continued support of the Honduran 
people.

Janet Spring for the Simcoe County Honduras Rights 
Monitor Committee

Courtesy Luis Echeverria/Reuters
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Upcoming Meetings

Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, January 26 at 6:30 p.m.

Finance & Audit Committee
Wednesday, January 27 at 4:00 p.m.

Committee of Adjustment
Wednesday, January 27 at 7:00 p.m.

Cultural Advisory Committee
Tuesday, February 2 at 6:30 p.m.

Council meetings are live streamed online 
at springwater.ca/live. A call in option 
(audio only) is also available. 

Board and committee meetings can be 
accessed via Zoom Conferencing. View 
the agendas for details.  

 

Winter Maintenance Reminders

Everyone needs to do their part to aid in the Township’s snow 
removal process so that roads and sidewalks can be cleared 
safely and efficiently.

Winter Parking
Parking is NOT permitted on roads from November 1 to March
31 between the hours of 2 a.m. and 7 a.m. This includes roads in 
unassumed subdivisions, such as Elmvale Meadows, Stonemanor 
Woods and Cameron Estates.

Clear the Way
Remove items such as bins, basketball nets and planters from the end of your driveway and do 
not place steel stakes at the edge of the road to ensure the way is clear for snowplow operators.

Blowing Snow
Don’t move or blow snow onto or across the road or into ditches.

Interim Tax Billing

The 2021 Interim Tax Bills will be mailed 
in late January. Installment due dates 
are Wednesday, February 17, 2021 and 
Wednesday, April 21, 2021.

Failure to receive a tax bill does not relieve 
the taxpayer from payment of taxes or from 
liability of penalty charges for late payment. 

If your mortgage company pays your 
property taxes, you will not receive a tax bill. 

 

Water & Wastewater Billing

The Township’s third-party contractor, 
WAMCO Waterworks, will be conducting 
water meter reads in late January. Water 
& wastewater bills will be released in early 
February.

 

Bid Opportunity

The Township is currently accepting bids for: 

Part A - Hwy 93 IPS Traffic Signals and 
Part B - Yonge Street PXO Traffic Signals 

(2020-45-PW)
Closes: February 18, 2021 

For details and to register for upcoming 
opportunities, please visit:
springwater.bidsandtenders.ca

 

We’re Here for You!
The doors to our municipal buildings 
may be closed to the general public, but 
our phone lines and emails remain open. 
Need assistance? Contact us by phone or 
email. View staff contact information at 
springwater.ca/contact

Looking for information on how the 
municipality is responding to the COVID-19 
health crisis? Get all of the latest updates 
at springwater.ca/COVID19

Now Hiring

The Township of Springwater is currently 
recruiting a: 

General Manager, Infrastructure & 
Operational Services

Competition Number: 2021-01
Closes: Friday, January 29, 2021

Get a job description and details online at 
www.springwater.ca/careers

 

A Note to Our Springwater Residents on Outdoor Rinks

Township Administration understands that there is confusion surrounding the closing of 
the outdoor rinks in the municipality. The decision to close them was not made lightly 
and was made in consultation with the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit and to abide 
by the regulations under the provincial stay-at-home order.

Under the current stay-at-home order put in place by the Province, outdoor rinks are 
permitted to be open, however the onus is on the municipality to ensure that restrictions, 
including the 5 person gathering limits, are being adhered to. 

Since they opened for the season, the outdoor rinks across the Township have required 
constant monitoring and supervision. Staff have been inundated with calls, emails and 
social media messages from concerned residents advising that the current restrictions in 
place were not being abided by. The complaints ranged in nature from failure to abide by 
the previous 10-person capacity limit, staying over the designated time limit even when 
others were waiting, individuals bringing their own nets and playing hockey (against the 
restrictions), destruction of property, drinking on public property, littering, lighting the 
area with vehicle lights past the posted hours and failing to remain off of closed ice 
surfaces and surfaces that were under maintenance.

The Township has 12 outdoor rinks that are largely maintained by groups of dedicated 
volunteers. The Township does not employ dedicated staff to monitor, maintain and operate 
these outdoor rinks. The Township simply does not have the resources required to post staff 
at each of the locations daily to ensure that the current stay-at-home regulations are being 
abided by. Other municipalities in Simcoe County that are continuing with their outdoor rinks, 
do have full time staff that have been redeployed from their indoor rinks to their outdoor 
rinks.  Most of these municipalities only have 1 to 2 community outdoor rinks in operation.

Taking all of this into consideration, the Township’s Emergency Control Group made the difficult 
decision to close the outdoor rinks throughout the duration of the Provincial stay-at-home order.

You are strongly encouraged to stay-at-home with the exception of essential trips. 
However, if you are looking to get some fresh air, Springwater is blessed with many 
natural outdoor recreational opportunities for exercise, including cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing and walking and hiking trails.
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BriDGE BiTES              from The American Contract Bridge League 
 
imProviNG ThE oDDS                         By: Brian Gunnell 
 

 Both Vulnerable 
 South   West     North    East 
                                        Pass 
 Pass     Pass    1♣        1♦ 
 1♥         1♠         2♥         2♠ 
 3♥         Pass     Pass    Pass 
 
E-W appear well-matched, because 
East bids most conservatively (he 
didn’t open and he didn’t compete to 
3♠) whereas West seems to bid a lot 
(witness his 1♠ call). 
 

The ♦J opening lead was taken by East’s Ace, and the ♦Q played to Declarer’s 
King.  Trumps were drawn in three rounds, and with a Club and a Diamond still to 
be lost, Declarer concluded that a successful Spade guess was required to bring 
this one home.  She’d just finished reading Lawrence’s “Counting at Bridge”, so 
she put her new-found technique to work.  East had shown up with ♦AQ and ♥J, 
added to which he might also have a Club honor.  With all that, and the ♠A, 
surely East would have opened the bidding instead of passing in first seat.  So, 
with a high degree of confidence, she led a Spade to the King and East’s 
surprising Ace.  Down one. 
 
It was unfortunate that Declarer’s bedtime reading had not been “End-Plays for 
the Improving Player”.  In that case, after drawing trumps, she would have 
cashed the ♣K and led a Club to the Ten and East’s Jack.  East could cash the 
♦T, but then had no safe exit … a Spade return would spare Declarer the guess 
… and a Club return would allow Declarer to pitch a Spade on the fourth round of 
Clubs.  Making 9 tricks. 
 
It’s true that playing on Clubs was not a sure thing.  West might have held ♣QJx, 
in which case he would split his honors and win the third round of the suit.  Now 
West will lead a low Spade and Declarer can revert to her counting activities 
(without a happy ending, as it happens). 
 
Visit www.acbl.org for more about the fascinating game of bridge or email marketing@acbl.org  
For games in Barrie see www.barriebridge.com 
For games in Midland see www.midlanddbc.com 
 

 ♠ KJ 
♥ AQ83 
♦ 872 
♣ AT93 

 

♠ Q9653 
♥ 742 
♦ J4 
♣ Q82 

         North 
 
West            East  
   
      Declarer 

♠ AT74 
♥ J 
♦ AQT93 
♣ J64 

 ♠ 82 
♥ KT965 
♦ K65 
♣ K75 

 

Southern Georgian Bay MLS® resale home sales post second best year on record in 2020
Residential sales recorded through the MLS® System 

for the Southern Georgian Bay region totaled 270 units in 
December 2020. This was a large increase of 36.4% from 
December 2019 and was a new sales record for the month 
of December.
On an annual basis, home sales totaled 5,332 units over 

the course of 2020. This was an increase of 36.4% from 
the same period in 2019.
The Southern Georgian Bay region comprises two 

distinctive markets.
Home sales in the Western Region, which includes 

Wasaga Beach, Clearview Township, Collingwood, 
The Blue Mountains, the Municipality of Meaford, and 
Grey Highlands, numbered 144 units in December 2020. 
Increasing considerably by 41.2% from December 2019. 
Residential sales haven't hit this level in the month of 
December in more than three decades.
On a year-to-date basis, home sales in the Western Region 

numbered 2,788 units over the course of 2020. This was an 
increase of 26.3% from the same period in 2019 and is a 
new record for number of MLS® home sales in a year for 
the region.
Meanwhile, home sales in the Eastern Region, 

encompassing the Towns of Midland and Penetanguishene, 
the Townships of Tay and Tiny, Severn, and Georgian 
Bay Townships, numbered 126 units in December 2020. 
This was a large increase of 31.3% from December 2019. 
Residential sales haven't hit this level in the month of 
December in more than three decades.
On a year-to-date basis, home sales in the Eastern Region 

numbered 2,544 units over the course of 2020 This was an 
increase of 28.5% from the same period in 2019.
"MLS® home sales continued setting new records in 

December." said Mike Scholte, President of the Southern 
Georgian Bay Association of REALTORS®. "The 
dwindling number of active listings continues to raise 
concerns for our local markets. Having said that, the 
Western Region posted the most MLS® home sales ever 
in a year followed closely by the Eastern Region, which 
posted its second best year on record. Overall, 2020 has 
been a banner year for Southern Georgian Bay real estate."
The MLS® Home Price Index (HPI) tracks price trends 

far more accurately than is possible using average or 
median price measures. The overall MLS® HPI composite 
benchmark price was $510,600, rising 21.8% in December 
2020 compared to December 2019.

The benchmark price for single-family homes rose 23.3% 
to $530,600 on a year-over-year basis in December. By 
comparison, the benchmark price for townhouse/row units 
was $425,600, rising 15.4% compared to a year earlier, 
while the benchmark apartment price was $362,500, up 
7.3% from year-ago levels.
There were 222 new residential listings in December 

2020. This was little changed, down only 0.4% on a year-
over-year basis.
Active residential listings numbered 281 units at the end 

of December. This was a substantial decline of 71.2% 
from the end of December 2019. Active listings haven't 
been this low since 1989.
Months of inventory numbered 1 at the end of December 

2020, down from the 4.9 months recorded at the end of 
December 2019 and below the long-run average of 7.5 
months for this time of year. The number of months of 
inventory is the number of months it would take to sell 
current inventories at the current rate of sales activity.
The dollar value of all home sales in December 2020 

was $219.3 million, surging 95.8% from the same month 
in 2019. This was also a new record for the month of 
December.
Consult your Local REALTOR® for market 

conditions and home value information specific to your 
neighbourhood. Our REALTORS® live, work and play in 
Southern Georgian Bay and have the local knowledge you 
simply need to know!  Encompassing several communities 
along the shores of southern Georgian Bay, approximately 
1½ to 2 hours from Greater Toronto, the area is one of 
Canada’s premier four season recreational playgrounds.
The Southern Georgian Bay Association of REALTORS® 

represents more than 600 REALTORS® registered with 
its member offices.  The geographical area served by 
the Association includes the Towns of Midland and 
Penetanguishene, the Townships of Tay and Tiny and parts 
of Severn and Georgian Bay Townships; Wasaga Beach, 
Clearview Township, Collingwood, The Blue Mountains 
and portions of the Municipality of 
Meaford and Grey Highlands.
Provided by:
Mike Scholte, 2020 President
Southern Georgian Bay Association of 

REALTORS®
mike.scholte@century21.ca 

My View – Bill French
Springwater Budget – 0 Tax Rate 

Increase 
I just want to make a comment on the 

flaw in the Mayor’s recent article where 
he defended NOT SUPPORTING a 0 tax rate increase for 
the 2021 budget year. A majority of Council supported the 
0 tax increase because of these special pandemic times 
where many are falling behind with the loss of jobs and 
income. I again congratulate Councillors Hanna, Ritchie, 
Moore and Cabral on their wisdom and sensitivity to what 
is happening around us. The Mayor’s logic is common 
in many of our local municipalities with their simple 
argument “everything is going up and we have no choice 
but to increase taxes or fall behind with the level of 
service”. If municipalities were not growing that would be 
a legitimate argument. However Springwater and most of 
the neighbouring municipalities are growing at about 2 to 
5 % which means their income from new assessments and 
the increase in existing assessments should comfortably 
cover any increases in costs if someone is managing the 
ship. The reason is simple, it is called “economies of 
scale” where you get more or broader services for the 
same money. If businesses ran their operations with the 
concept of our Mayor, they would quickly become non-
competitive and fail in their business ventures.
COVID-19 -Stay at Home Order
There is no question, this Stay at Home order is more 

confusing than the first lockdown especially the absence 
of the personal bubble of 10 people which allowed people 
to retain some sanity. Since I am home a lot and get to 
frequently hear the deafening and sudden sounds of 
gunshots from the Barrie Gun Club that is less than 600 
metres from my property line, I was curious how they can 
still be in operation. The fact that the BGC outdoor ranges 
shoot to the east, the sound travels easily because of our 
predominately westerly winds towards me. In most cases 
the sound level at my house is well above safety standards. 
You should come and listen sometime. Most people when 
they visit ask the question, “How is that even permitted?” 
The answer is simple. They have more influence than I 
do with the government.  Back to my main point. Think 
about it. Gun Ranges are allowed to stay in operation 
during all phases of COVID-19 restrictions including this 
lockdown and the orders to not travel unless necessary. 
Is the exercising of your trigger finger such an essential 
service that gun ranges must stay open and pollute and 
irritate the neighbours in a time of tension? What makes 
it worse is many members travel from outside our area 
to inhale and smell vapourized lead as they blow a small 
clay pigeon to smithereens. This is an example of why our 
government’s COVID orders on most people are falling on 
deaf ears because of the inconsistent logic of what is open 
and what is closed. It appears the BGC is more sacred 
and more essential than my opportunity to attend Sunday 
Mass. How does that make sense?
Springwater Long Range Financial Plan
I have often criticized this Council for fast tracking the 

approvals for the mega developments in Midhurst known 
as the Midhurst Secondary Plan that would see close to 
10,000 homes built over the next 20 or so years. I advocated 
that launching the development without an updated Long 
Term Financial Plan (LTFP) was careless and foolhardy. 
I won’t go into the details, but this week the Council was 
presented with the LTFP by Watson and Associates and 
the future as a Springwater Taxpayer is bleak. Read it for 
yourself but the reality is that there will be many increased 
costs in new infrastructure and operating. The Midhurst 
Secondary Plan accounts for 75% of all developments and 
over the next 20 years will create the pressure, yet 
will contribute less than its fair share or effectively 
about 30% less per unit than other developments 
that will occur over the same timeframe. The 
Township with its other 25% of development 
which was well planned with smaller less intrusive 
developments would result in lower tax increases 
and debt in the longer term. I will repeat, “Building 
a new City the size of Orillia in farmers fields is a 
greatly flawed concept” Unfortunately you and I as 
the taxpayer will all be paying for it.
The year 2021 is a year of uncertainty and will 

require all of us to dig deep to recover from the 
past year. Unfortunately, this menacing pandemic 
is not behind us by any means and I don’t expect 
any reasonable normality in our day to day until 
the middle of 2022. So please do the three things 
that do prevent the spread. Wear a mask, sanitize 
and wash your hands and stay six feet from anyone 
outside your immediate circle. God bless us all as 
we struggle through the event of our lifetime.
Again, please remember these are my thoughts 

and I am not asking you to agree. I respect your 
freedom of expression and encourage you to 
SPEAK UP, before that freedom is taken from us!!
Bill French is a seasoned business leader with 

over 40 years experience and served in senior 
positions of International Enterprises. Bill served 
as Mayor of Springwater and a County of Simcoe 
Councillor from 2014 to 2018 and has taught 
business at the college level for over 15 years. 
You can also read these articles on line at http://
springwatercitizens.blogspot.com/ 

I think you'll enjoy this. Whoever wrote it could have been your next door neighbor because 
it totally described our childhood to a 'T.' Hope you enjoy it.

 Black and White
(Under age 40? You won't understand.)
       You could hardly see for all the snow,
Spread the rabbit ears as far as they go.
'Good Night, David.     
Good Night, Chet.'
             My Mom used to cut chicken, chop eggs and 

spread mayo on the same cutting board with the same knife 
and no bleach, but we didn't seem to get food poisoning.
My Mom used to defrost hamburger on the counter and I 

used to eat it raw sometimes, too. Our school sandwiches 
were wrapped in wax paper in a brown paper bag, not in 
ice pack coolers, but I can't remember getting e.coli.
 Almost all of us would
Have rather gone swimming in the lake instead of a 

pristine pool (talk about boring), no beach closures then.
The term cell phone would have conjured up a phone in a 

jail cell, and a pager was the school PA system.
     We all took gym, not PE... And risked permanent injury 

with a pair of high top Ked's (only worn in gym) instead of 
having cross-training athletic shoes with air cushion soles 
and built in light reflectors.  I can't recall any injuries but 
they must have happened because they tell us how much 
safer we are now.
        Flunking gym was not an option... Even for stupid 

kids! I guess PE must be much harder than gym.
Speaking of school, we all said prayers and sang the 

national anthem, and staying in detention after school 
caught all sorts of negative attention.
       We must have had horribly damaged psyches. What 

an archaic health system we had then. Remember school 
nurses?   Ours wore a hat and everything.
I thought that I was supposed to accomplish something 

before I was allowed to be proud of myself.
I just can't recall how bored we were without computers, 

Play Station, Nintendo, X-box or 270 digital TV cable 
stations.          
Oh yeah... And where was the Benadryl and sterilization 

kit when I got that bee sting? I could have been killed!
We played 'king of the hill' on piles of gravel left 

on vacant construction sites,  and when we got hurt, 
Mom pulled out the 48-cent bottle of mercurochrome 
(kids liked it better because it didn't sting like iodine 
did) and then we got our butt spanked.          
Now it's a trip to the emergency room, followed 

by a 10-day dose of a $49 bottle of antibiotics, and 
then Mom calls the attorney to sue the contractor for 
leaving a horribly vicious pile of gravel where it was 
such a threat.          
We didn't act up at the neighbor's house either; 

because if we did we got our butt spanked there and 
then we got our butt spanked again when we got home.          
I recall Donny Reynolds from next door coming over 

and doing his tricks on the front stoop, just before he 
fell off.
Little did his Mom know that she could have owned 

our house.
Instead, she picked him up and swatted him for being 

such a goof. It was a neighborhood run amuck.          
To top it off, not a single person I knew had ever been 

told that they were from a dysfunctional family.
How could we possibly have known that?
We needed to get into group therapy and anger 

management classes.
We were obviously so duped by so many societal ills, 

that we didn't even
Notice that the entire country wasn't taking Prozac!
How did we ever survive? 
LOVE TO ALL OF US WHO SHARED THIS 

ERA; AND TO ALL WHO DIDN'T, SORRY FOR 
WHAT YOU MISSED. I WOULDN'T TRADE IT 

FOR ANYTHING!
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A Note to Our Springwater Residents 

on Outdoor Rinks
Township of Springwater / January 15, 2021 – 

Township Administration understands that there is 
confusion surrounding the closing of the outdoor rinks 
in the municipality. The decision to close them was not 
made lightly and was made in consultation with the 
Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit and to abide by the 
regulations under the provincial stay-at-home order.
Under the current stay-at-home order put in place by the 

Province, outdoor rinks are permitted to be open, however 
the onus is on the municipality to ensure that restrictions, 
including the 5 person gathering limits, are being adhered 
to. 
Since they opened for the season, the outdoor rinks across 

the Township have required constant monitoring and 
supervision. Staff have been inundated with calls, emails 
and social media messages from concerned residents 
advising that the current restrictions in place were not 
being abided by. The complaints ranged in nature from 
failure to abide by the previous 10-person capacity limit, 
staying over the designated time limit even when others 
were waiting, individuals bringing their own nets and 
playing hockey (against the restrictions), destruction of 
property, drinking on public property, littering, lighting the 
area with vehicle lights past the posted hours and failing 
to remain off of closed ice surfaces and surfaces that were 
under maintenance.
The Township has 12 outdoor rinks that are largely 

maintained by groups of dedicated volunteers. The 
Township does not employ dedicated staff to monitor, 
maintain and operate these outdoor rinks. The Township 
simply does not have the resources required to post staff 
at each of the locations daily to ensure that the current 
stay-at-home regulations are being abided by. Other 
municipalities in Simcoe County that are continuing with 
their outdoor rinks, do have full time staff that have been 
redeployed from their indoor rinks to their outdoor rinks.  
Most of these municipalities only have 1 to 2 community 
outdoor rinks in operation.
Taking all of this under consideration, the Township’s 

Emergency Control Group made the difficult decision 
to close the outdoor rinks throughout the duration of the 
Provincial stay-at-home order.
You are strongly encouraged to stay-at-home with the 

exception of essential trips. However, if you are looking 
to get some fresh air, Springwater is blessed with many 
natural outdoor recreational opportunities for exercise, 
including cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and walking 
and hiking trails.  

County continues to provide essential 
services during second Provincial 

Emergency Declaration
Midhurst/January 15, 2021 – Following the provincial 

stay-at-home order, the County is reminding residents that 
critical services will continue during this second province-
wide Emergency Declaration. Throughout the pandemic, 
the County has supported thousands of businesses and 
residents, and will continue to deliver programs in 
alignment with Public Health guidelines during this 
extended lockdown.  
More than 1,700 of the County’s 1,850 employees work in 

healthcare and essential front-line service roles or directly 
support these critical services. Throughout the pandemic, 
the County has utilized every resource it has to continue to 
maintain essential services, support our communities and 
care for vulnerable residents.
The following service, facility and program updates 

remain in effect:
CLOSED to the Public:
County Administration Centre (Midhurst)

•	 The Administration Centre will be closed to the 
public (excluding the Midhurst Ontario Works office 
which has a separate entrance and remains open). Staff 
will continue to serve residents, clients and partners 
virtually by appointment only

The Service Simcoe Contact Centre will be moving to 
virtual service only at service@simcoe.ca or 705-735-
6901
The Cravings @ Work Cafeteria will be closed to staff 

and the public during the lockdown
Simcoe County Museum

•	 The facility will be closed to the public
Virtual school programs will be coming online at the 

beginning of February (watch Museum.Simcoe.ca for 
details and start date)
Due to timing of the lockdown and necessary safety 

precautions, the Museum Skate Trail will remain closed 
for the duration of the 2021 season
Simcoe County Archives

•	 Building access remains closed to the public 
during the pandemic

Staff will continue to provide remote/virtual services to 
the public and clients. Click here for information 
CONTINUED Essential/Critical Services:
Operating details are subject to change and will be 

updated on the County’s website
Landfills and Curbside Waste Collection

•	 Landfills will remain open on their modified 
COVID-19 schedule
•	 For safety precautions all landfills will move to 

cashless transactions (debit and credit only with tap 
preferred)
•	 Curbside waste collection services will continue

LINX Transit
•	 LINX Transit will continue to operate all routes 

with safety precautions in place
•	 There is no immediate change to route schedules; 

however, staff will monitor passenger volume and 
adjust schedules as needed

Ontario Works Offices
•	 All Ontario Works offices remain open including 

the office at the Administration Centre in Midhurst, 
with limited operational functions being supported by 
designated staffing cohorts
•	 Clients are encouraged to utilize virtual assistance 

options to further reduce foot traffic 
Emergency Child Care Support 
As requested by the Ministry of Education, the County 

of Simcoe is collaborating with local licensed child care 
operators to develop Emergency Child Care Programs 
for eligible parents of school-aged children. Click here to 
learn more
The County will also be supporting licensed home child 

care providers who wish to offer additional hours to 
support the child care needs of Emergency Workers during 
the outbreak 
General Services

•	 The County will also maintain safe operations 
in Long-Term Care and Seniors Services facilities, 
Paramedic Services, Economic Development and 
Tourism, Library Co-operative, Planning, Simcoe 
County Forests, Transportation and Engineering, 
roads and plowing services, Lake Simcoe Regional 
Airport, Social Housing, Local Immigration 
Services, Children and Community Services, 
Customer Service, Legislative and Government 
Services (including virtual Council meetings) 
and administrative/support departments. Staff will be 
working remotely where possible and public/client 
assistance will be by appointment for relevant services

The County declared an emergency on March 18, 2020. 
Our regional state of emergency continued throughout 
2020 and is ongoing at this time. 
County of Simcoe is composed of sixteen member 

municipalities and provides crucial public services to 
County residents in addition to providing paramedic and 
social services to the separated cities of Barrie and Orillia. 

HeyLocal: Take your local business 
online and give it a megaphone

HeyLocal is a simple marketplace for consumers to find 
local products and a platform for local retailers to take 
their online business and give it a megaphone
Overview
HeyLocal is an online Canadian marketplace that helps 

small and medium-sized businesses. Their goal is to bring 
commerce back to our cities, neighbourhoods, and people, 
by allowing consumers to shop local online with the same 
ease and convenience as you can on e-commerce giants 
like Amazon. 
 With the impacts of the pandemic, Canadians are turning 

to businesses like Amazon and Walmart for their online 
shopping needs. The choice often isn’t out of preference 
but ease and convenience. Local residents are often 
unaware of all the possibilities their area has to offer 
and navigating from store to store online can be time 
consuming. The solution is HeyLocal - A web and mobile 
aggregator (marketplace) that allows business to feature 
their products and have local consumers easily discover, 
shop, and purchase from many local retailers in one single 
platform. 
Get Started
Businesses are encouraged to sign up now for this free 

service. To learn more please visit heylocal.ca/add-your-
business.
Act now to take advantage of this complementary programs 

before it expires on February 9, 2021! Alternatively, if you 
know any entrepreneurs within Simcoe 
County that could benefit from the 
programs, please share this information 
with them.

MINESING MOMENTS
 As I write this the sun is shining and the skies are blue 

for a second day in a row.  What a nice change from the 
dull streak of weather we’ve had lately.  As I looked out 
my back window today the frost was still on the trees and 
the sun was melting it away and as it did there appeared to 
be sparkles falling.  It was a beautiful sight but I could not 
capture it on my phone the same way as I saw it.  I’m no 
professional photographer but shouldn’t your camera take 
a picture of what you see?  Perhaps a real photographer 
would know the secret…I’m sure a more technical camera 
would have more luck than my iPhone.
 I find myself very frustrated but not surprised by the 

recent rising numbers of COVID cases in our province 
and more so in Simcoe County.  I know Christmas came 
and it was very different for most people this year.  Some 
people didn’t care, they weren’t going to be frightened by 
the orders to stay home and not visit others.  It’s some of 
these people that are now experiencing the COVID bacteria 
and have spread it to their families. Strange how that works 
isn’t it?  What a horrible feeling to have infected others of 
your own family and friend circle. I can’t even imagine 
being the one to pass it onto my loved ones.   My family did 
Christmas in their own homes and gathered by Zoom which 
was a new experience for some of them.  It worked out 
great to be able to see everyone and talk to those we haven’t 
seen in almost a year.  Can you believe we are coming up to 
a year of this?  I hope that your family was able to enjoy the 
quiet, quality time and maybe you experienced some new 
traditions to try out in the future.  There is always next year 
to celebrate the way we “used to”  
 I knew after Christmas, about 14 days, we’d see an influx 

of cases and we will also have 14 more days after New 
Year’s for those that chose to mix with other households 
to celebrate.  Sometimes you can’t believe what people 
will do and sadly there is not much we can do about it but 
do our part, and then sit back and watch the chaos unfold.  
Please, please folks do your best at keeping yourself and 
others safe and healthy.  Keep in mind that if your extended 
family is still working, that they are around co-workers 
who have families who may be at school or don’t care to 
wear masks, wash hands, etc…those people are exposing 
YOUR extended family!   Everyone thinks it won’t happen 
to them…until it does.   
I would like to thank the local folks of our communities 

who are trying to keep our ice rinks going.  I know 
Mother Nature hasn’t been co-operating with the warmer 
temperatures but I know that the work is being put forth 
to do what is possible to keep outside rinks operational.  
Please be mindful of the limitations put in place and 
posted at the rinks and also be considerate if you see others 
patiently waiting to go on the rink and there are 10 people 
already on the rink.  If you have had your turn, be kind and 
let others take their turn.  Everyone would like a chance 
to enjoy.  I like seeing the kids walking by on their way to 
the rink with their skates, it makes me think back to when 
I was young and we skated every available hour we could 
until dinner time.  As we lived across from the rink, we 
would get a whistle to come home for dinner time.  After 
dinner and a warm up, we were back out at the rink until 
it was time to come home.  The front light would flicker 
on and off a few times and another whistle would sound 
out and we knew it was time to head home for the night.  I 
recently had a conversation with friends about how many 
times we had to shovel the rink in Anten Mills so that we 
could skate on it.  We always did it without snowblowers 
and did it without complaint just to be able to skate.  
 For anyone who has made a New Year’s resolution, I 

wish you luck and hope you are sticking to whatever it is 
you are doing.  Even though some days it’s so hard, keep 
on trying and remember if you fall off whatever you are 
trying, try again the next day and remember it was only one 
day, one extra snack, one whatever. There are 7 days to the 
week and you have many more to try and try again.
 So 2021…what are you going to deal us this year?  We 

continue with the pandemic thankfully we are starting 
to get vaccinations to the most vulnerable and front line 
health care workers.  Let’s think positive and hopefully the 
worst is behind us.
 Until next time, keep your chin up and remember that 

good things come to those who wait.

Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing 
because he could do only a little. -Edmund Burke, 

statesman and writer (12 Jan 1729-1797)

 Do insects have blood and do they 
bleed when they get hurt?

Answer: Yes, insects have blood, but 
it’s not like human blood. Human blood 

is used to carry oxygen throughout 
our bodies and is red because of the 
hemoglobin in it. In insects, blood 

is used to carry nutrients throughout 
their bodies, but not oxygen. Oxygen 

comes through a system of air tubes that 
connect to the outside through openings 
called spiracles. Insects do bleed when 

they are hurt and their blood clots, 
like a human’s, so a minor wound will 

usually heal.
I’m at a place in my life where errands 

are starting to count as going out.
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Across
 1 “__ Dalloway” (Woolf 

novel)
 4 It will charge a fare
 7 Heed
 11 Barrel-making wood
 12 No. important to a 

pitcher
 13 Able to see through
 14 Descend quickly
 15 Taped
 17 Not easy
 19 Light brown
 20 Kind of chase or trail
 22 Possessive pronoun
 25 Much-loved
 28 Chitchat
 29 Work over the shirts
 30 Justly
 32 Word with real or well
 33 Rubberneck
 34 Hit the jackpot
 35 Finished
 39 Kind of lantern
 43 On ___ (in reserve)
 44 Not here
 45 Like the Coke logo
 46 Cow or sow
 47 Flick with Beatty and 

Keaton
 48 ‘’By the way ...’’
 49 45-minute flight, say

Down
 1 FBI’s target,  with wanted
 2 Autumn tool
 3 Protective layer
 4 Some like it hot at breakfast
 5 “__ we there yet?”
 6 Antibiotic targets
 7 Warning device
 8 Gridiron speedster
 9 Lunched
 10 Reel holder
 16 Yale rower need
 18 Formed yarn
 21 Law firm bigwigs
 22 Bowler, e.g.
 23 Down with a bug
 24 Wild blue yonder
 25 Napoleon, e.g.
 26 Dig this, and mine your 

business
 27 Beer belly
 28 What happened next
 31 Piggish
 33 Royal wish
 34 Methods and means
 36 Roof top receiver
 37 Repetition
 38 Bottomless
 39 Pickle container
 40 Speechless wonderment
 41 Protective covering
 42 Red ___ (water area)

It’s time for national standards 
for long-term and home care

Dear Editor, 
This year the COVID-19 pandemic has shown we 

can no longer afford to ignore the long-standing 
issues with long-term care and home care. More 
than 80 per cent of COVID-19 deaths in Canada 
occurred in long-term care facilities, the highest 
proportion – by a longshot – among the 14 
developed countries that track this data. Reports 
from the Canadian Armed Forces detailed the tragic 
conditions in our long-term care homes, conditions 
that were made worse by COVID-19 but that 
sounded all too familiar to those with experience 
with long-term care. 
Add to this the fact that Canadians are living 

longer and more of us are dealing with chronic 
conditions and diseases, especially as we age. By 
the end of this decade, those aged 65 and older will 
make up almost a quarter of the population. The 
demand on the health-care system is only going to 
increase.
Our health-care system has not kept pace with 

Canada’s aging population, and if we do not make 
changes soon, we will not be equipped to meet the 
health needs of Canadians. It is time we include 
older adult care in our national health framework 
and start managing, funding and regulating long-
term and home care in the same way as other parts 
of our system: with national standards tied to 
funding. 
National standards will guarantee a standard level 

of quality care, the availability of equitable and 
consistent services across the country, and adequate 
levels of funding for these types of care.
As we look to the new year, all levels of 

government must resolve to work together to fix 
long-term and home care and ensure older adults 
can access the care they need now and in the future. 
Sincerely, Lynne Ellis
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The Mayor Who Won't Say No
 Canada’s inflation rate in 2020 stood at 1% (Stats. 
Can) and the forecast for next year is minimally 
higher, but the Police Services are asking for a 
2.65% increase to their budget, including raises of 
$52.8 million for 244 officers. (do the math, the 
amount they are asking for is staggering) This is 
the tenth year in a row that the Police Services has 
asked for and received increases to their budget 
of at least 1% in excess of inflation. Enough is 
enough!
The police department and their tag along cousins, 

the fire department, were fully employed during 
the pandemic and lockdowns while small retailers 
and those in the service industry saw their incomes 
savaged. This is not the time - yet again - to ask for 
raises that are above the rate of inflation.
If the City Council agrees with this request, 

property taxes must go up. The police officers 
and firemen will be able to afford the increase for 
they have been fully employed with overtime 
and benefits. (and 71% of Barrie’s firemen have 
second jobs)  Meanwhile those who have lost 
their restaurants and clothing stores will find any 
increase impossible; they are underwater with their 
mortgages as it is.
And why does the police department require an 

additional $1.9 million in capital projects?  I thought 
we had just installed them in a new administrative / 
recreational complex on Fairview Dr.
Enough is enough.  It is time the police and fire  

departments managed with less, not more.
Joffre McCleary, Barrie

Garbage Truck Bursts Into Flames
https://youtu.be/9xqvKgtg9a0

Referring to the U-tube video which can be viewed at the 
above site, I have an idea. Instead of placing the County’s 
proposed garbage depot in an existing industrial site which 
is surrounded by pavement and with municipal fire-fighting 
facilities readily at hand (like every other responsibly-minded 
municipality has done everywhere in North America), why 
don’t we place ours in the middle of a highly flammable forest? 
With 210 deliveries per day, 6 days per week (i.e. 65,520 each 
year), what could possibly go wrong? 
As an aside, the County has already been informed of these 

dangers and the existing history of other fire occurrences on 
numerous occasions, with specific news items to provide 
background, and these are all matters of public record. A quick 
reference to the liability insurance coverage provided by the 
County to its staff and Councillors, will confirm that coverage 
is not provided when a situation arises from the negligence 
of its own officials. When the inevitable fires arise (which are 
documented as regular occurrences at these types of facilities), 
and given the distinct possibility of a wind-swept spread 
through the forest (does Fort McMurray ring a bell?), will the 
County’s insurer cover Staff and Council in the lawsuits that 
arise due to their own negligence in the siting process? Or, will 
those officials be “on their own”? To be determined.
R.W. Wagner (Mr.), Homeowner, 
Springwater Township, Simcoe County

Why is the premier giving 
bureaucrats a raise?

If you had to wager a guess, how many people 
do you think are employed by the government of 
Ontario?
100,000?
500,000?
Try 1.3 million. That’s the number of people in 

the broader public service. And Premier Doug Ford 
wants to give just about all of them a raise this year. 
Government employees in Ontario are already 
extremely well paid. Studies have shown they earn 
10 per cent more than people in similar roles with 
similar education working outside of government 
– in addition to receiving better pensions, benefits, 
job security, and retiring sooner.
Does this sound fair to you?
The vast majority of COVID-19 related job losses 

happened outside of government. With fewer 
taxpayers sending part of their pay cheques to 
Queen’s Park, the province’s debt will continue to 
spiral unless Ford brings government employee pay 
back in line with reality.

Government employees represent the single largest area of 
operational expenditure by the province every year – about 50 
per cent, or $72 billion. That means even a one per cent raise 
for Ontario’s bloated bureaucracy would cost taxpayers $720 
million.
That’s money that could be used for more hospital beds, more 

classrooms, or even some much-needed tax relief for struggling 
taxpayers!
Sign our petition telling Ford to bring government employee 

pay back in line with reality. 
Here’s the link: https://www.taxpayer.com/petitions/bring-

ontario-government-employee-pay-in-line-with-reality-
#petitions
Thanks for your support! 
Jasmine, Todd, Shannon and the entire CTF team

Wonder as I Wonder
Dear Editor:
This letter is written in response to Rosie’s Devotion, 

“Wonder As I Wander” in the December 23, 2020 issue of 
the Springwater News.  Ms. Hagedorn has given us some 
food for thought in this article as she internalizes her own 
thoughts and awareness that Christ indeed promised His 
return as every manifestation or prophet in the past has 
done and are aware if we are so inclined to study these 
religions for their true meaning.
During this season of Advent, I am sure many folks, not 

only Christians, are pondering in what direction humanity 
is travelling.  These months of isolation during our present 
pandemic have given us plenty of time to reflect on our 
own beliefs and paths of life and I am sure that even those 
folks that do not follow a specific religion have turned to 
a Greater Being for assistance or answers. Now as never 
before in our history has the earth as a ‘whole’ been 
affected and aware of the universality of our existence. 
Never before, as much as today, do we need the spiritual 
guidance to correct the spiritual, physical and material 
deceases that we are facing.
Christ does promise us in many places of the Bible that 

He will not leave us unguided and that His return will 
come to fruition. A wonderful resource that is available, 
giving many references from past Revelations is the 
“Thief in the Night: The Case of the Missing Millennium” 
by William Sears, published by George Ronald, Oxford, 
1961 and available through the University of Toronto 
Press Publishing (416-667-7791).  Mr Sears takes you 
on his journey of a personal investigation of progressive 
revelations and of the truth of the “Return of Christ”. An 
excellent read if you are truly “wondering in your wander”.
Darlene Paterson, Tiny Twp

Climate change 
The article on The Climate Change Belief System is a 

cause for concern in several ways.
Firstly, it would have been helpful to understand who 

the writer is as well as his background. I can assure you 
that I have no credentials in this field so you may take my 
comments as simply my comments.
First of all, I found the section on bloodletting irrelevant. 

It has nothing to do with climate change but rather with 
human change.
Rather than dismiss the theory of climate change, Mr 

Graves might have defined it as change caused by humans 
rather than by natural phenomena.
Just to use one example , let us deal with his first example 

- CO2.
While it may not be a pollutant per se, it sure can cause 

havoc to the ice fields which are currently melting at 
excessive rates owing to non-natural use of CO2 in TTC s 
planes, rockets and ships.
As the author notes, in order for vegetables to be grown 

efficiently, the amount of CO2 used must be trebled. The 
motivation is profit ,  not too different from the money 
motivations in some of the examples given by the author.
Simply put, weather changes are often ‘natural’ although 

even these have been exacerbated by man, mainly for 
financial benefit.
Climate change is real. It is caused by man based on 

financial motivation.
That’s where the real bloodletting takes place.
J Rubinovich

Re the ties at the railway yard at Anne 
Street North and Highway 26 - in a conversation 
with CP Rail (in Calgary Alberta), although the talk started 
with one person, after I told him exactly who I was, he 
must have signalled someone else as my conversation 
ended with two people.
I was told that no one could buy them. A letter follows.

Hi Michael, 
I understand that you contacted our Community Connect 

group regarding questions from residents related to railway 
ties stored on CP property in the area. The notes for the file 
indicate you received information on railway ties. 
Following rail tie replacement work, used ties are stored 

on CP property until they can be sent to facilities licensed 
for tie disposal CP estimates that these ties will be removed 
in the summer of 2021.
Additionally, please let your readers know that they can 

contact CP directly through our community connect group 
at Community_Connect@cpr.ca. 
Please let me know if you have any future questions. 
Regards,   Salem Woodrow

 
Salem Woodrow 
Manager, Media Relations and 
Community Affairs 
C 403-835-9005 
O 204-934-4255 
24/7 media email 
alert_mediarelations@cpr.ca

We will wait until September to see if this is fact.
The editor - Michael Jacobs

Around 1,000 to 4,000 orchid plants are used to make a single 
kilogram of salep, a beloved drink in Turkey that is like a cross 

between hot chocolate and rice pudding.
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The Honey Place has FIREWOOD FOR SALE!!

SNOW! LET US DO IT!

Driveways

cleareD

http://youtu.be/MMWf4nuayWs

local Honey 
available

BEE SwArm & 
wASP rEmovAl

MON STIR FRY NIGHT

TUES BURGER NIGHT

WED WING NIGHT

THURS PASTA NIGHT

FRI FISH NIGHT

SAT STEAK NIGHT

SUN HOME TOWN COOKING

DAILY FEATURES

(The best 
burgers!)

(Voted best!)

(Weekly)

(Weekly)

(Weekly)
(Best seller)

(Fresh turkey, bee
f)

Specials updated daily 
on FB, Instagram, Google

TAKEOUT/DELIVERY HOT LINE
705-322-2652

23 Queen St. W. Elmvale

NEW HOURS:  MONDAY/TUESDAY 11 AM - 7 PM  
WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY 11 AM - 8 PM 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11 AM - 9 PM  •  SUNDAY 11 AM - 8 PM

Response to Roger Graves re: Climate 
Change (Jan 7th ed. Springwater News)

Roger Graves in his article suggests that people of the world 
should not be as concerned about climate change as politicians, 
industrialists, and academics  insist.  He begins his piece with a 
truism that bloodletting was a commonly accepted belief which 
would cure many ailments.  Since this belief has been shown to 
be quackery, he insinuates that the commonly held belief that CO2 
emissions are damaging the atmosphere needs a sober second look.
He asserts that "CO2 is not, never was, and never can be a 

pollutant" and he goes on to explain that CO2 is a requirement 
for plant growth - which it is - and following his logic that with 
more CO2 in the atmosphere plants will grow faster, larger, and 
stronger thus increasing yields.  He also notes, accompanied by an 
excellent chart, that civilizations flourished during warmer periods 
in the past citing the tremendous growth of prosperity and cultural 
advancement during the Minoan, Roman, and Medieval warm 
periods.  In these points he is quite correct.  
But just as a gardener can increase the speed of growth of his plants 

by adding five kilograms of nitrogen to his plot, and could double his 
yield by adding ten kilos, yet he creates a wasteland by adding more. 
And into our garden we are pumping 100,009,300 tons of CO2 in 

just one day! (Jan 7, The World Counts) These are huge numbers - 
every day, year after year. And that CO2 has nowhere to go.
For the past 150,000 years the amount of carbon suspended in the 

atmosphere had held steady at approx. 220 ppm.  Today the number 
has skyrocketed to 414.9 ppm creating a smog blanket around the 
Earth. (Global Climate Change) The results are easy to see. The 
year 2020 was one of the hottest on record.  In 1901 the global 
mean surface temperature of the Earth was 12.5 degrees C..  Today 
it stands at 14 degrees.

 { chart Wikipedia - Global Temperature }
Canadians can accept the increase of 1.5 degrees, in fact it has 

been beneficial in a number of respects, but those living in Sub 
Saharan Africa and on the fringes of the Mojave desert are stressed.
The above figures are well known, but there is one statistic that 

Mr. Graves needs to pay attention to:  the ocean temperature is 
rising creating larger and more dangerous cyclones, shifting weather 
patterns, and altering growing seasons. Warming oceans will continue 
to destabilize our weather patterns. Our climate is changing - can we 
live with that?  More than 90% of the warming that happened on 
Earth between 1971 and 2010 occurred in the ocean.

{chart  Climate Change: Ocean Heat }
Averaged over the full depth of the ocean the 1993 - 2019 heat 

gain was approx.  0.70 watts per sq. meter - hardly noticeable - 
but over 360 million sq. kilometers of ocean  translates into an 
enormous global energy sink and this heat already trapped will 
eventually be released raising land surface temperatures. (NOAA 
Climate. gov.)  Proof that sea surface temperatures are increasing 
can be seen in the Canadian Arctic where the permafrost is melting 
and sea surface temperatures are rising by as much as 1 degree 
C. per decade. (2020 NOAA Arctic Report)  Russian icebreakers 
and Disney liners can now circumnavigate the Arctic Ocean.  We're 
watching Greenland melt and Antarctica slide into the ocean. And 
you deny climate change? 
Mr. Graves, I am neither a politician nor an industrialist.  I am a 

grandfather  Only one fact needs to be understood: sea temperatures 
are rising.  Warmer oceans will release uncontrollable forces in the 
future which we can barely comprehend.
Joffre McCleary, Barrie Ontario

A Message from Doug Shipley, MP
While we hold onto hope for brighter and happier 

times in 2021, I think we all know it will take 
some time to achieve a sense of normalcy again.  
My staff and I have been fielding calls about a few 
issues recently.  For every call we get there are 
probably many others with the same questions 
who are not calling in.  So, I want to answer some 
of those questions for you.
Considering recent lockdown measures and 

the current Stay at Home Order for residents of 
Ontario there are many questions about federal 
programs.  
In 2020 the government introduced the Canadian 

Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance 
program (CECRA).  This program did provide 
aid to business owners; however, the tenant was 
not able to apply directly and relied upon the 
property manager/owner to make the application. 
In response to concerns about this process, that 
program was replaced by the Canada Emergency 
Rent Subsidy (CERS).  Any business owner/
commercial tenant is able to apply for CERS.  It is 
a more flexible program that provides rent subsidy 
based on the decrease in revenues the business 
has experienced.   There is no blanket policy that 
requires a certain percentage of lost revenue, 
but it adapts to specific circumstances and may 
even provide relief for businesses who own their 
commercial property.    This program, which 
commenced September 2020 and will be available 
until June 2021, is much more versatile and will 
provide help to more of our local business owners.  
Visit Canada.ca to view a guide on who can apply, 
and a calculator to determine what subsidy amount 
your business might be eligible for.  
We have been contacted by many others, 

including self-employed individuals and parents 
who are impacted by the extension of online 
learning.   There are a few benefits available under 
the umbrella of the Canada Recovery Benefit 
(CRB) including the Canada Recovery Sickness 
Benefit and the Canada Recovery Caregiver 
Benefit.  
You can visit Canada.ca for additional 

information on any of these benefits.  
My staff and I are also committed to serving 

you safely and we are available by telephone 
or email to answer questions or assist you in 
finding information. In person services are by 
appointment only.  
Please stay safe and stay healthy, and call if there 

is anything my office can assist with.
Sincerely, 
Doug Shipley MP
Barrie-

Springwater-Oro-Medonte

Health unit issues order to help bring 
Roberta Place outbreak under control
SIMCOE MUSKOKA – The Simcoe Muskoka District 

Health Unit (SMDHU) has issued an order under the 
Health Protection and Promotion Act (HPPA) for the 
temporary leadership of Roberta Place Long-Term Care 
Home in Barrie by Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital 
(OSMH) to help bring a current outbreak under control. 
The order, a Section 29.2 (1) of the HPPA, was issued 
Saturday, January 16, 2021.
“The residents and staff at Roberta Place have been 

hit very hard with this current COVID-19 outbreak 
and our thoughts are with them during this extremely 
difficult time. In consultation with the facility, we have 
determined that the support of OSMH is essential,” said 
Dr. Charles Gardner, SMDHU’s medical officer of health. 
“This outbreak unfortunately has spread very rapidly and 
affected a large number of the residents and staff. The 
leadership of OSMH, together with a number of other 
agencies and organizations, is necessary to bring it under 
control.”
The outbreak at Roberta Place was declared on January 

8 when a resident tested positive for COVID-19. Since 
then it has spread rapidly, with 63 residents and 53 staff 
testing positive so far. To date there have been nine deaths 
associated with the outbreak.
Under the order, OSMH provides leadership support at 

the facility, working with other organizations that have 
been providing assistance, including Royal Victoria 
Regional Health Centre, the County of Simcoe, the Red 
Cross and Georgian College. Some of that assistance 
includes ensuring that staffing, training, and equipment 
and supplies are in place so that the facility can continue 
to respond to and control the outbreak. 
As of today, all residents and staff at the facility have 

been tested for COVID-19. Testing is also underway to 
determine if the UK variant strain is part of this outbreak.  
Seventy-one residents who were not cases or ill, and 

a number of the staff and eligible staff at Roberta Place 
were vaccinated against COVID-19 on-site on Saturday 
through the health unit’s mobile immunization unit. Staff 
and essential caregivers of all LTC homes in Simcoe 
Muskoka have been receiving their vaccination at the 
COVID-19 Immunization Clinic in Barrie, a partnership 
between SMDHU, RVH and the City of Barrie, since it 
opened December 22, 2020.  
Recent weeks have seen significant and continually 

increasing cases of COVID-19 in Simcoe Muskoka. 
Seniors 80 years of age and older had the highest rate of 
infection so far in January, with 80 per cent of these cases 
associated with an institutional outbreak. 
The order is posted on the health unit website under 

its COVID-19 pages. For more information about 
C O V I D - 1 9 
see www.
smdhu.org or 
call Health 
Connection to 
speak with a 
public health 
professional 
w e e k d a y s 
8:30 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. and 
S a t u r d a y s 
8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 
at 705-721-
7520 (1-877-
721-7520).

What is a green flash or green ray as it relates to the Sun?
Answer: Sometimes when the sun sets, the very last bit of light emitted is green, 

and at sunrise, the first bit of light is green. It is an actual phenomenon, not an 
illusion. It can happen when the Sun rises or sets on horizons that are clear, or 

unobstructed. The flash can last 1 to 2 seconds or more. It is easiest to see from a 
high position. The cause has to do with the refraction, scattering, and absorption 
of light. Solar colors are separated in refraction, into bands of yellow, red, green, 

and blue. These separated colors “set” or “rise” seemingly individually, in the order 
they appear as the Sun sets or rises. In this green flash phenomenon, the yellow may 
be absorbed, the blue may be “scattered” (a complicated concept we won’t go into 
here), and the red may have already “set” or is not visible, at a particular instant. 

What’s left is the green, just for an instant.
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ECRA/ESA # 7011405

jordan@carsonelectric.net
705.717.8767

1087 Rainbow valley Road
Phelpston, ON  l0l 2K0

Jordan Carson
Master Electrician

Vanishing Barns - Cathy Walton has been researching barns in Flos and Vespra Townships (now Springwater) for the last six years and has published the results in the 
book “Vanishing Barns”. 

If you are interested in a copy, please contact Cathy at 705 728-1388 or snow-flake53@mail.com.

Steve and Kristine (Gardy) Chalmers

150

Owners
1999-present Steve and Kristine (Gardy) Chalmers
  Hepbourn Development
1999?  Don Foyston
  Harry and Hazel (Chappel) Foyston 50 acres
1935  Harry Foyston bought E ½ Lot 6 
  Harry and Hazel Foyston
  Alfred and Clara (Jacobs) Foyston
1880  Carlin and Hannah (Elletson) Foyston Sr. 
1880-1880 Ed Williams (W ½, 50 acres)
1867-1880 Richard Palmer 100 acres, SW ¼ Lot 6

Built: August 1900
Dimensions: 40 x 60’
Water Source: 90’ drilled well

Concession 10, W ½ of E ½ Lot 6, Vespra Township
2473 Ronald Road, Springwater Township

Richard Palmer sold 50 of his 100 acres to Ed Williams. Palmer sold five lots between his farm house 
at 2433 Ronald Road and George Johnston Road and five lots south from the corner of Ronald Road 
and George Johnston Road. He sold the rest to William and Mary Bremner in 1882. 

Brothers Alfred and Fred had experimental plots for the Department of Agriculture. Fred developed 
oats called o.a.c. #72. A group of young men carved their initials when the barn was built. They 
included F. F. Frank Foyston and G. J. George Johnston,.

The house and barn were severed from the farm several years ago and now sit on four acres.

 Steve Chalmers,  Alan G. Johnston, A History of the Community of Minesing p. 89-92, 99, 117.

Oxen were used to clear the land. As the men cleared the land they wore smocks, gloves and veils to 
protect against mosquitoes. Trees were felled, lumber cut and the rest burned. Stumps were burned or 
used in fencing. There were many stones on the property and they were used in building or in fencing. 

Cultivation was difficult for both the oxen and the farmers as wheat was planted. 

151

Concession 10, W ½ of E ½ Lot 6, Vespra Township
2473 Ronald Road, Springwater Township

 

 

Available from Cathy Walton at 705 728-1388 
or snow-flake53@mail.com 

Ritchie’s Feed or Simcoe County Museum. 

During the pandemic, many horse experience related 
activities, such as riding schools, trail ride operations, and 
horse camps have been unable to operate. The disruption of 
these activities is causing challenges for horse experience 
operators in caring for their animals this winter. 
The Equine Hardship Program, launching on January 

18, 2021, will provide individual businesses offering 
horse related experiences up to $2,500 per horse up to a 
maximum of $20,000 in financial support to help cover 
direct costs for feed, water, veterinary care and farrier 
services to maintain their horses’ health and well-being. 
Horse experience businesses will be eligible for funding 

if they earned at least 50 per cent of their revenue in 
2019 from horse experience activities, their 2020 revenue 
was less than half of what was earned in 2019 due to the 
pandemic, and they attest they are facing hardship as a 
result to COVID-19 that will make it difficult to care for 
the horses. 
The Equine Hardship Program was specifically 

designed for horse experience businesses that are 
not eligible for other agriculture related programs 
that help farmers manage risk, such as the Risk 
Management Program and AgriStability. 
The funding is in addition to the government 

initiatives launched this year to assist the 
agriculture sector in meeting challenges related 
to the COVID-19 outbreak, including:

•	 The $25.5 million Agri-food Prevention 
and Control Innovation Program to help reduce 
disruptions in business operations and risks of 
COVID-19 exposure in the workplace;
•	 The launch of a portal to connect farms 

and other agri-food sector business with 
labour needs to job seekers; 
•	 The creation of a $26.6 million 

Enhanced Agri-food Workplace Protection 
Program in partnership with the federal 
government; 
•	 The investment of an additional $50 

million into the Risk Management Program 

for 2020, one year earlier than originally promised. 
Quick Facts: 
•	 There are approximately 150 horse experience 

businesses in Ontario, including more than 50 horse 
camp or trail ride operations, at least 15 carriage 
operators, at least 14 therapeutic riding centres and 
many riding schools. These businesses also include 
horse drawn carriage or sleigh rides.
•	 Under the Equine Hardship Program, costs 

incurred between March 17, 2020 and February 28 
2021 will be eligible. Enrolment and claim forms will 
be accepted until March 12, 2021, or while program 
funding remains available, whichever comes first.
•	 Eligible business owners may be provided up to 

$20,000 (total) to maintain horses used to provide these 
experiences. A cap of $2,500 per eligible animal will be 
applied. 

Ontario Expanding Truck Rest Areas 
Across the Province

Province supporting safer and more convenient stops 
for truck drivers

The Ontario government is improving 14 existing truck 
rest areas, building 10 new rest areas and adding 178 
additional truck parking spaces at four existing ONroute 
travel plazas. This is part of the province’s five-year plan 
to keep Ontario’s roads and highways among the safest 
in North America and maintain the safe movement of 
essential goods.
To support the province’s trucking sector, Ontario has 

ensured that parking and washrooms remain available at 
all 23 ONroutes, and there are more portable washrooms 
at truck inspection stations.
As part of its efforts to improve rest areas, the province 

is working with trucking industry partners to raise 
awareness about human trafficking, in step with Ontario’s 
Anti-Human Trafficking Strategy. Traffickers are known 
to use the 400-series highways to move victims across 
jurisdictions and professionals who work in the trucking 
industry play a vital role in helping to combat human 
trafficking.
The province is also proactively partnering with ONroute 

to educate the public about the signs of human trafficking 
and raise awareness about the Canadian Human Trafficking 
Hotline. This information is available online and will be 
posted at ONroute locations, rest areas, carpool lots and 
truck inspection stations.
Quick Facts
• Through the 2020 Budget, Ontario’s Action Plan: 

Protect, Support, Recover, the province continues 
to make smart investments in highways, roads and 
bridges which improve road safety and commutes, 
support job creation and grow the economy.

• The province recently released a draft transportation 
plan for Northern Ontario that involves more than 
60 actions, including working in partnership with 
the private sector, Indigenous communities and 
organizations and other groups to raise awareness of 
human trafficking, and continuing to invest in new, 
improved and rehabilitated rest areas.

• Ontario’s Anti-Human Trafficking Strategy 2020-
2025 focuses on raising awareness of the issue, 
protecting victims and intervening early, supporting 
survivors and holding offenders accountable.

• Ontario 511 is a traveller information service that 
helps people plan their routes and travel safely across 
the province. The Ontario 511 app is now available 
to all drivers with added winter driving features, 
including up-to-date information on rest areas across 
the province.
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Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Stop the 
Spread
COVID-19 
can be deadly.
Stay home.
Stay strong. 
Save lives.

PIECES OF OLDE 
OFFERING HOMEMADE FREEZER MEALS
Wednesdays & Saturdays 9am -1pm  •  705-322-0314

MEALS INCLUDE:
• Soups
• Lobster Bisque Pasta
• Chili with a biscuit
• Beef stew with a biscuit 
• Farmer’s Sausage with Potato and Vegetable
• Shepherd’s Pie
• Chicken Stew with Tea Biscuit
• Chicken Broccoli Divan 
• Chicken Breast, Roasted potatoes, Vegetable 
• Pork Parmesan Schnitzel, Loaded Mashed Potato, Vegetable 
• Bacon Cheddar Chive Quiche
• Spaghetti and Meat Sauce 
• Homemade Dessert 

Special orders available upon request 
If you require meals to be delivered, 

delivery is available in the immediate Elmvale area only!
Lindsay McLean 705-715-4476  •  Carla Lalonde 705-817-3854

Sweet news from the Ontario SPCA and Humane 
Society: National Cupcake Day™ goes virtual

The annual fundraiser for animals in 
need will take on a new format during 

COVID
Midland, ON (Jan. 18, 2021) – 

Cupcakes aren’t cancelled, but National 
Cupcake Day™ will look different 
this year as the nation-wide fundraiser 
goes virtual in support of the Ontario 
SPCA and Humane Society, as well as 
participating SPCAs, humane societies 
and rescue groups across Canada.
To keep people safe during COVID-19, 

the Ontario SPCA Midland & District 
Animal Centre is asking supporters to 
raise funds for animals in need in their 
community by baking a difference at 
home with the National Cupcake Day 
Decorating Contest, presented by Milk-

Bone® and Robin Hood®.  
“National Cupcake Day is 

the sweetest day of the year, 
and we need your help to 
support vulnerable animals 
across Canada,” says Caytlynn 
Croisier, Manager, Ontario 
SPCA Midland & District 
Animal Centre. “We’re 
challenging you to a bake off, 
so pre-heat those ovens and get 
ready to show off your cupcake decorating talents.”

 The cupcake with the most 
votes in each of the four 
categories wins, so ask your 
family and friends to visit 
the National Cupcake Day 
website before Feb. 22 to 
vote for your creation and 
make a donation to your 
online personal fundraising 
page. 
 The Ontario SPCA and 

participating SPCAs, 
humane societies and rescue groups are charitable organizations that rely 
on the generosity of donors to change the lives of vulnerable animals. By 
taking part in National Cupcake Day and raising funds for the participating 
animal organization of your choice, you are providing urgently needed care 
and shelter for homeless animals. 
 To take part in National 

Cupcake Day, visit 
nationalcupcakeday.ca to 
register, fundraise and submit 
a photo of your cupcake 
creation for a chance to win 
some great prizes. 
The Ontario SPCA and 

Humane Society is a 
registered charity, established 
in 1873. The Society and 
its network of communities 
facilitate and provide for province-wide leadership on matters relating to the 
prevention of cruelty to animals and the promotion of animal well-being. 
Offering a variety of mission-based programs, including community-based 
sheltering, animal wellness services, provincial animal transfers, shelter 
health & wellness, high-volume spay/neuter services, animal rescue, animal 
advocacy, Indigenous partnership programs and humane education, the 
Ontario SPCA is Ontario’s animal charity.

“In the 60s, the KGB did some fascinating psychological experiments. 
They learned that if you bombard human subjects with fear messages 

nonstop, in two months or less most of the subjects are completely 
brainwashed to believe the false message. To the point that no amount of 
clear information they are shown, to the contrary, can change their mind.”

Who are the three oldest people in the Bible?  Answer: Among the 
biblical people whose ages are noted, the three oldest are Methuselah, who 
lived 969 years; Jared, who lived 962 years; and Noah, who lived 950 years
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2020 01 13 YET ANOTHER UNDEFINED LOCKDOWN

Premier Ford announced yet another lockdown.  
In this announcement the province of Ontario has reset 

the “lockdown clock” for another 28 days – can the 
people of Ontario afford this?  
After all, it is the tax-payers who are paying for 

businesses to be shuttered, employees being laid off, 
landlords not being able to seek rent, so why isn’t 
government cancelling property taxes for all property 
owners in Ontario?  When one considers tax-payers are 
paying 16% +/- for “Parks and Rec” which should be 
considered “non-essential” this is a misnomer.  People 
are told they can walk around the block to get exercise 
so why are we paying for parks and rec?  
It states the case counts and deaths are on the rise but 

couldn’t we all counter this with the fact that more 
people are being tested?  Can we not counter this with 
why health care workers weren’t quarantined to stop 
the spread in long-term-care homes, surely we already 
knew this?  Some who work in the health profession 
took measures to isolate themselves but others did not, 
and why didn’t government implement a mandatory 
quarantine for all health care workers, providing them 
with quarantine settings?
But what are those rules?  It seems these are the 

same rules anyone I know has been following merely 
continued.  Keep your distance, don’t mingle outside 
your home setting, if you are single you can have one 
other household in your bubble, wear masks in public 
settings like grocery stores, pharmacies, essential 
businesses – so what has really changed?  Oh, wait 
it’s the hunting down of average everyday people 
by enforcement to generate financial support for 
government through egregious fines and jail time for 
doing what one has continued to do – follow the rules…
strange that…
It states that at least 1/3 of the population are not 

adhering to the lockdown rules.  Who isn’t following 
said rules and how does government know it’s 1/3 of the 
population who are not following the rules?  
Could it be that government is following people 

through their cell-phones as described in the “True 
North” article by  Andrew Lawton on Jan. 11, 2021?  
Isn’t this a violation of everyone’s constitutional 
rights???
As for who is traveling – well if government officials 

seem to think it fine to travel why would anyone else 
think they should not travel?  Are these government 
officials and staff not fully informed?  Do they know 
something the rest of us don’t – like international travel 
is actually OK and yet they lead us to believe that if we 
leave our homes, we will infect others? 
There is also the question as to who and/or what is to 

blame for all of this?  
The Premier, firstly, says it is the virus to blame but then 

the Public Medical Officer of Health blames the people.  
And yet shouldn’t we all be placing blame where blame 
belongs – the government of Canada and the various 
provinces?  There was a plan and they “threw it out the 
window” and made a complete mess. (See C2C Journal 
article 07 “Every Store And School Should Be Open.” 
Confronting The Pandemic With Confidence
Peter Shawn Taylor, December 7, 2020)
What of the statement of travel to secondary properties 

is allowed for purported “emergency maintenance,” 

and yet how does one know there is an emergency issue 
at that secondary property – and what constitutes an 
emergency at said property?
The announcement speaks of controls on rental 

properties; it speaks of businesses being shuttered again 
unless they are essential; it speaks of “big-box” stores 
and it speaks, frighteningly, about harsher and more 
zealous enforcement, including exorbitant fines and 
even jail time.  
The mismanagement, by government(s), of the virus 

has caused many to be harmed more than getting a 
bad cold and yet the government puts the onus on 
the everyday person and that person’s pocket book.  
So, perhaps a better plan should be implemented and 
perhaps government should seek out other information 
before we are truly a third world country…Oh wait – 
with the way government has acted throughout this 
virus Canada already is…we may not just know it.
Isn’t it in third world countries that the elite can travel; 

the elite can move about freely to attend their secondary 
properties; the elite can mingle through their work 
(hockey, basketball, baseball, travel abroad, etc.,); and 
yet we, the average Canadian, must be “locked down” 
and become financially ruined for the elite?
Seems we’ve been reverted to the days of “pre-

industrial revolution” and there isn’t any turning back 
now – we’ll be in this lockdown for another decade, or 
forever, due to a virus that keeps morphing…
Find a new plan, Premier, before it’s too late for all of 

the people living in Ontario and promote a new plan 
to all of the other provinces before it’s too late for all 
Canadians.  The plans are there – use them…
In this announcement the province of Ontario has reset 

the “lockdown clock” for another 28 days – can the 
people of Ontario afford this?  
After all it is the tax-payers who are paying for 

businesses to be shuttered, employees being laid off, 
landlords not being able to seek rent, so why isn’t 
government cancelling property taxes for all property 
owners in Ontario?  When one considers tax-payers are 
paying 16% +/- for “Parks and Rec” which should be 
considered “non-essential” this is a misnomer.  People 
are told they can walk around the block to get exercise 
so why are we paying for parks and rec?  
Elizabeth F. Marshall, President All Rights Research 

Ltd.,
Non-Partisan Advocate
Director of Research Ontario 

Landowners Association
Author – "Property Rights 101:  

An Introduction”
Director – Canadian Justice 

Review Board
Legal Research – Queen’s Counsel, Lawyers,  Law 

Offices, etc.,
Legislative Researcher – MPs, MPPs, Municipal 

Councillors, 
I am not a lawyer and do not give legal advice.  Any 

information relayed is for informational purposes only.  
Please contact a lawyer.  “The rule is the public interest 
is always paramount but NEVER when it is at the 
expense of a private individual.”  Ontario Legislative 
Assembly, Februrary 11, 1965 – Vol. 1, p. 478.

Francophone Non-Profit Organizations can 
begin Applying for the COVID-19 Relief 

Fund on January 25, 2021
The fund will provide financial support during the pandemic 
The Ontario government announced today that starting January 

25, francophone non-profit organizations can begin applying for 
financial assistance from the $1 million COVID-19 Relief Fund. 
The fund, which is being administered by the Assemblée de la 
francophonie de l’Ontario, will provide operational funding to 
eligible organizations to support them during the pandemic.
Francophone non-profit organizations are part of a community-

based network that help expand the range of French-language 
services offered in the Province and play an essential role in the 
social and cultural fabric of the francophone community, and 
many are struggling during this pandemic and it is important 
that the government support these organizations so that they can 
continue serving and helping francophones.
In the November 2020 Budget, the government announced a 

working group which included the Ministry of Francophone 
Affairs and the Assemblée de la francophonie de l’Ontario. 
Their mandate was to help francophone organizations in need 
access government funds. The working group proved to be an 
exceptional partnership which ensured that funds were made 
available quickly in order to meet the urgent needs of the 
organizations.
Building on the success of this working group, the Ministry 

of Francophone Affairs has delegated the administration 
of the COVID-19 Relief Fund for Francophone Non-Profit 
Organizations to the Assemblée de la francophonie de l’Ontario.
QUICK FACTS 

• The COVID-19 Relief Fund provides $2 million 
over two years to respond to issues identified through 
consultations with key francophone economic and 
community stakeholders. The fund was announced on 
November 5, 2020 in Budget 2020. 
• The Assemblée de la francophonie de l'Ontario is the 
uniting organization and voice of Francophonie in Ontario 
and represents the interests of most Franco-Ontarian 
organizations. Its mandate is to consult with Ontario’s 
francophone community, serve as its spokesperson, and 
strive to promote and defend the rights of Franco-Ontarians.
• COVID-19 Relief Fund for Francophone Non-Profit 
Organizations applications will be accepted from January 
25 until March 12, 2021. Interested organizations should 
consult the AFO website at https://monassemblee.ca/fonds-
secours-ontario/ to learn more.

2020 Cty of Simcoe Paramedic Toy Drive receives overwhelming community support
Midhurst/January 8, 2021 – On December 18th, County of Simcoe Paramedic Services announced it had wrapped 

and tied a bow on its 18th annual Toy Drive; however, thanks to the overwhelming generosity of Simcoe County 
residents, donations continued to roll in throughout the holiday season.
All told, 5,994 toys, 5,694 lbs of food, $32,178.05 in cash and $4,655 in gift cards were received and shared with 

those in need throughout the region, making this our most successful Toy Drive to date.
With this year’s new totals, the Toy Drive has collected 90,259 toys, 42,874 lbs of food, and approximately $209,090 

in monetary and gift card donations for families across Simcoe County over the last 18 years.
All donations have been distributed to local children and families in need by charitable organizations working in 

partnership with County of Simcoe Paramedic Services, with new donations received during the holiday season 
provided to Simcoe Muskoka Family Connexions to help provide birthday gifts for children in need throughout the year.

Mercury, which becomes solid at -40 degrees F, is the only metal that is liquid at room temperature.  
The rare metal gallium melts at 86 degrees F. It is safe to touch. If you hold a piece of it in your hand and wait, your body heat will melt it.

Although new metals are being produced and some metals were difficult to isolate in pure form, there were seven metals known to ancient man. These were gold, copper, silver, 
mercury, lead, tin, and iron. Gold is the sixteenth most rare of the chemical elements. Though it is one of the rarest metals, gold was the first to be discovered by man
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Sports with Patrick Townes

Tirebuster
CARS,  light & medium TRuCKS

FARM TiRES • CAlCiuM • iN ShOP SERviCE

Sales & Repair of  all Brands
Serving North of Barrie to midland

We’re growing. We need help!
Are you looking for a job?  Call!

Tirebuster@hotmail.ca
7002 Hwy 93 & STAMP SIdE Rd • SoUTH oF MIdlANd

705-322-0609

DoN mEhArriE
Master Electrician
Owner / Operator

(705) 818-3854
1636 Glengarry Landing Rd. N.

Phelpston, ON  L0L 2K0
donmeharrie@gmail.com

www.dsm-electric.ca
SErviNG SimCoE 

& mUSKoKA

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • CONSTRUCTION • MAINTENANCE

 

 

 

The	Elms’	Leaflet 
Volume 2   Issue 2                                                        Editor, Doug Jackson 

The	Elms’	Leaflet	is	the	official	newsletter	of	‘The	Elms	Retirement	Village” 

January 19, 2021 
SOME VERY EXCITING NEWS! 

Our Managing Director, Sid Tjeerdsma, is 
thrilled to make the following announcement: 

“At the Board meeting of 
January5, 2021, the board of 
EASR unanimously adopted a 
resolution to retain the services 
of Invizij Architects Inc. to be 
the Architect for The Elms.  

A number of proposals had 
been received and thoroughly 

analyzed, before making this decision. We are 
excited about working with their team of 
architects and other consultants as we take this 
next major step in the development process. 
Their team has extensive experience in Energy 
Efficient designs, which could save occupants a 
significant amount in monthly maintenance fees.  
In recognition of the current and any future 
pandemic, we also feel they are well equipped 
(and have also instructed them) to use the best 
designs and technology available (and that are 
affordable), to minimize the transmission of 
viruses, bacteria and other harmful pollutants. 
The Elms will be one of the first senior’s 
residential facilities in the area to specifically 
include these considerations into the design.”  

During the past few days, ZOOM conferences 
have been held and Emma Cubitt, the Principal 
Architect, and Holland Young, Project Architect, 
issued the following statement, “Invizij 
Architects Inc., and our experienced consultant 
team, is thrilled to have been chosen for this 
exciting project!  For the past 10 years, Invizij 

has been at the forefront of 
embracing a person-centered 
approach focused on the 
health, comfort, and security of 
residents while balancing cost-
effective, functional, and 
beautiful designs for our 
clients.  We are leaders in 
Passive House design in Canada and are 
excited to bring this philosophy of low-carbon, 
sustainable design to the 
development of The Elms.  We 
look forward to working with 
the Elmvale Active Senior 
Residents team – and the 
surrounding Elmvale 
community – over the coming 
months and years!” 

We hope that you have now become even 
more enthusiastic about “The Elms”. We 
currently anticipate that the first Phase may be 
ready for occupancy by late 2023 or early 2024. 
We encourage you to get in the queue and sign 
up for our waiting list. Should you not yet be 
sure when you would like to move in, we still 
urge you to sign up, to guarantee your place on 
that list. Please also consider joining our 
membership to lend your voice to the various 
committees that will be needed to help guide 
this multi-million-dollar project. Please go to 
our website: https://the-elms.ca for updates 
about our project, to sign up to our “Waitlist”, 
and to join our growing list of members by 
going to the “Membership” section. You can 
also call or text the newsletter editor at 705-
527-3097 for more information. In spite of the 
pandemic, the future looks bright in Elmvale! 

Open - Monday to Friday  •  8:30 - 5:00
Saturday  •  8:30 - 4:30  -  Sundays  •  Closed

We are taking orders for feed, etc...by phone

1548 County Road 92
just west of Elmvale
(705) 322-2363

Taking Poultry orders now!!

Good news: Ontario nonprofits with paid staff may be eligible for the new Small Business Support Grant. 
On January 15, the Ontario government opened 

applications for the new Ontario Small Business 
Support Grant. The grant, first announced in December, 
provides $10,000 to $20,000 to eligible small businesses 
and nonprofits with paid staff that have had to close 
or significantly restrict their operations due to the 
Provincewide Shutdown.
Businesses and nonprofits are eligible if they:
• were required to close or significantly restrict 

services due to the Provincewide Shutdown that 
started December 26. They must be included in 
the list of eligible businesses, and applicants are 
requested to select the specific type of business. 
What’s not eligible: “essential workplaces” operating 
as usual, as well as those that had to shut down prior 
to the introduction of modified Stage 2 measures on 
October 10, 2020.

• have between one and 99 employees (headcount). 
Note that volunteer-only nonprofits do not qualify.

• have experienced at least a 20 per cent revenue 
decline in April 2020 compared to April 2019. 
New organizations that started operating since April 
2019 are also eligible provided they can demonstrate 

a comparable revenue decline using different months.
Since the start of the pandemic, ONN has participated 

on a small business advisory committee convened by 
the Associate Minister for Small Business and Red Tape 
Reduction. ONN has brought the voices of the sector to 
convey the impact of the COVID crisis on nonprofits. We 
have been briefed on the new program and were pleased to 
learn that nonprofits are eligible if they meet the criteria. 
These funds are general operating support.
• The application process is quick and easy. You 

will need your CRA business number, as well as 
revenue information and number of employees. 

• Nonprofits that qualify can expect to receive funds 
in approximately ten business days, assuming all 
information is provided. 

The list of specific organizations legislated to close 
because of the Provincewide Shutdown includes 
community centres and multi-purpose facilities, day 
camps for children, in-person teaching and instruction, 
media industries including film and television production, 
meeting or event spaces, museums, galleries, aquariums, 
zoos, science centres, landmarks, historic sites, and 
performing arts and cinemas. 

Not the Sector Stabilization Fund
It is important to note this program is not the Stabilization 

Fund that we have been advocating for. The Small Business 
Support grants are capped at $20,000 per organization, 
and half of all nonprofits will not qualify simply because 
they do not have paid staff. In addition, organizations with 
100+ staff are not eligible. Many nonprofits that have 
remained open as “essential services” (primarily health 
and social services) deliver programs on behalf of the 
Ontario government and will likely have received some 
supplementary support during the crisis. However, this 
program does fill an urgent need.

Clean a Cast Iron Skillet with Coarse Salt  
To prevent rust and extend the life of a cast iron skillet, 
it's best not to use soap to clean it. Instead, use a about 

a tablespoon of coarse salt to scrub the pan after a meal. 
The salt breaks up bits of stuck food and residue on the 
skillet. Then you can toss the dirty salt in the trash, rinse 

the pan with hot water and dry it with a clean towel.  
To further protect a cast iron skillet, rub a few drops of 

vegetable oil over the entire cooking surface.

You do ill if you praise, but worse if you censure, what 
you do not understand. --Leonardo da Vinci 

With careful thought and 
consideration for its members, the 
Elmvale Curling Club decided to close 
the doors and shut down curling for the 
remainder of this season.  It was a great first 
half to the season as everyone respected the 
mandated rules that were in place so we were 
able to curl safely.  Of any group or team sport 

out there, curling really does seem like one of the safest.  With 
one sweeper, players were able to remain separated and most 
even wore masks when they were sweeping.  A special thank 
you goes out to all members for their understanding on this 
decision, and hoping things will return to normal next season.    
 Canada came up short in the World Juniors, losing in the 

finals to a skilled American team.  Again, in the tournament 
format, the best team does not always win.  Even worse, Canada 
was not tested in the round robin games and the playoff games 
leading to the finals.  They may not have been as prepared as they 
would have liked to be prior to the final game.  The whole thing 
with the garbage can after the game is ridiculous.  Remember 
to be gracious in your victories.  Chances are you may meet the 
same opponent later on in your career and things may go the 
other way.  Enjoy the victory, but prepare for the next one.  
 I have always found it extremely interesting why certain 

players choose specific jersey numbers.  When reading an 
article about Bryce Harper, he mentioned that Mickey Mantle 
was one of his favourite players.  The number 7 was already 
taken when he arrived in the majors so he went with 34 (3+4=7).  
A lot of players will reverse their jersey numbers when they get 
traded or their numbers are already taken.  Brad Richards comes 
to mind -- he rotated between 19 and 91 during his career.  
Sidney Crosby was born in 1987 so he picked that as his jersey 
number.  Historic teams that retire numbers may run out one 
day.  It is good to honour retired players; however the numbers 
should be honoured and not retired.  
 The highest paid goalie in the National Hockey League is 

Carey Price.  He makes a total of $10.5 million per season.  
Given that most teams are splitting games between two goalies, 
this per year mark may not be reached again for a very long 
time.  By playing fewer games, goalies are diminishing their 
value, especially in the salary cap era.  
 The Maple Leafs season is underway, and so far so good.  As 

per usual, defense may remain the prominent problem and hinder 
the team in the playoffs.  They are again one top defenseman 
away from contending for the Stanley Cup. Fans have been 
getting on veteran Joe Thornton.  You cannot underestimate the 
value of a veteran player on a team.  Unfortunately in today’s 
game, on ice production matters more than the wisdom offered 
by these players.  It will be tough to keep Spezza and Thornton 
in the lineup.  
 The Toronto Blue Jays continue to be runner-up in the free 

agent frenzy.  Not one big signing has been made to date but 
rumours have the Jays close to various signings.  Unfortunately, 
close does not count.  Ace Trevor Bauer is still out there and 
will likely now be the top target for the team.  He wants a one-
year deal which is perfect for the Blue Jays; unfortunately other 
teams may be in the same position.  
 Last but not least, congratulations again to the Buffalo 

Bills’ fans out there.  The Bills keep on rolling but will have 
two tough opponents to get through for a title.  Of all the 
family gatherings and events that have been disrupted due to 
the pandemic, watching the Super Bowl alone may seem the 
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 we still deliver!
“Discount for seniors!”

ask for details!

Ontario Flows Gas Tax Funding to 
Municipalities

Investment will be used to support public transit systems 
across the province

Ontario is providing $375 million through the Gas Tax 
program to help 109 municipalities across the province 
operate and expand public transit. The province will flow 
the funding as soon as possible in 2021.
Funding for the Gas Tax program is determined by the 

number of litres of gasoline sold in the province during 
the previous year. Municipalities supporting public transit 
services in their community receive two cents per litre of 
provincial gas tax revenue collected. This funding can 
be used to extend service hours, buy transit vehicles, add 
routes, improve accessibility or upgrade infrastructure.
Quick Facts
• The 109 municipalities receiving funding through 

the Gas Tax program deliver public transit service to 
144 communities representing more than 92 per cent 
of Ontario’s total population.

• In July 2020, the province announced up to $2 billion 
from the provincial and federal governments under 
the Safe Restart Agreement to support municipal 
transit systems with operating costs like vehicle 
maintenance and employee wages, revenue losses as 
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and other costs 
like installing driver protection barriers.

• Ontario is developing regional plans that will help 
build a better transportation system across the 
province. The province has released draft regional 
transportation plans for Northern Ontario and 
southwestern Ontario, and planning is underway for 
the Greater Golden Horseshoe and eastern Ontario.

Grow your business with 8-week 
online eCommerce Rockstar program 

starting Jan. 26
If you’re an experienced entrepreneur you know building 

a successful ecommerce business requires more than just a 
course or an online community.

Alex Brown, founder of 
the eCommerce Rockstars 
Accelerator Program, proud 
Georgian graduate, and 
a mentor with Georgian 
College’s Henry Bernick 
Entrepreneurship Centre will 
share his expertise in an eight-
week online program focusing 
on tactical training and strategic 

planning. With a cohort of successful entrepreneurs, you 
will grow your business together by leveraging Brown’s 
unique skillset, experience and expertise.
Through the program, you will master the 15 pillars of 

running a structured and scalable ecommerce business 
either as a solopreneur, or as part of a team. You will 
receive over 60 hours of complete video training from 25 
industry experts, including Brown.
“People are shopping online now more than ever, and 

that isn’t going to stop,” said Brown, a successful serial 
entrepreneur who graduated from Georgian’s Business 
Administration program in 2007. “In the history of the 
world, now is the best time to build an online business. 
And if your business has been forced to adjust to this new 
world then you know how tough it can be to make it work. 
This is why I’m so excited to take companies through 
the complete framework for success I’ve learned through 
building two companies up to annual revenues over $10M 
in online sales. If a regular guy like me can do this, anyone 
can.”
Participants will also collaborate with other growth-

focused entrepreneurs, share experiences, and create 
power partnerships and alliances.
The program will accommodate 20 businesses and costs 

$99 (plus HST). The application deadline is Jan. 21 and 
the program begins Jan. 26. Apply online now.
The program is presented in partnership with the Henry 

Bernick Entrepreneurship Centre, Small Business Centre, 
Catapult Grey Bruce, and the South Georgian Bay Small 
Business Enterprise Centre.

Mayor Don’s Update – January 21, 2021
Happy New Year to all and I hope 

you had as good a holiday as possible.
COVID-19 Update
The Province of Ontario has declared 

a State of Emergency and issued a 
stay-at-home order in response to the 
increasing number of COVID-19 cases. 
As a result, new restrictions came into 
effect on January 14 requiring residents 
to remain at home with exceptions for 
going to the grocery store or pharmacy, 
and accessing health care that cannot be done remotely.
Additionally, outdoor public gatherings are further 

restricted to a limit of five people. Non-essential retail 
stores offering curbside pickup are only permitted to operate 
between the hours of 7 am and 8 pm. Some non-essential 
construction is further restricted.
In order to comply with the order, all Township facilities, 

including the Township Administration Centre are closed 
to the public. Staff are available to assist residents by 
email and phone and all contact information is posted on 
the Township website at www.springwater.ca/contact. The 
Springwater Public Library will continue to offer pre-
booked curbside service to residents.
The Township has also made the decision to close all outdoor 

skating rinks. This decision was made in consultation with 
the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit and to ensure 
that the regulations under the provincial stay-at-home order 
are being adhered to. We understand that there is a lot of 
confusion regarding this decision, since rinks are permitted 
to be open under the Provincial guidelines, however it is the 
municipalities’responsibility to ensure that the restrictions 
are being adhered to.
Since they have opened for the season, the rinks have 

generated a multitude of complaints from residents concerned 
that users are not following the protocols put in place for the 
safety of the community. The complaints range from people 
not obeying the capacity limits, to playing hockey (which is 
against the restrictions), skating after posted hours, drinking 
on public property, littering and failing to remain off of 
closed ice surfaces and ice under maintenance.
The 12 outdoor rinks in the municipality are maintained 

by groups of dedicated volunteers in each community.  The 
Township does not have the resources to monitor the rinks 
and ensure that guidelines are being followed. 
The closing of the rinks was not an easy decision for our 

Emergency Community Control Group to make, however it 
was made with the best interest of the community at heart 
and the potential liability we would otherwise face as a 
township.
Midhurst Development – Carson Road – Site Servicing
At the December 21st meeting, Council approved Phase 1A 

site servicing to commence for the Midhurst Carson Road 
Development, also known as the Micks Subdivision. The 
site servicing will be the next step in preparing the site for 
development and home construction. This phase involves 
the installation of services which includes watermain, 
sanitary sewers, storm sewers, and the stormwater 
management pond for Phase1A located in the Wilson Drive 
and Carson Road area. Tree clearing and site alterations 
will also commence on the treatment facility lands / utility 
campus (located on the north side of Snow Valley Road, 
East of Wilson Drive). 
Professional engineers and geoscientists will monitor the 

site throughout this work, including morning erosion and 
sediment control fencing around the site. They will also 
ensure that the servicing proceeds in accordance with the 
approved drawings and regulations in place.
For additional information on this work and the Midhurst 

Development, as well as the process that got us to this point, 
please visit www.springwater.ca/currentdevelopment. 
Blood Donor Clinic
Thank you to everyone who attended and donated at the 

blood donor clinic held in Elmvale this past Saturday. Amid 
the COVID pandemic the need for blood is greater than ever. 
If you are interested in donating in the future, please visit 
blood.ca or call 1-888-2DONATE to learn about upcoming 
clinics, donation criteria and to book your appointment.   
Digital Main Street and Beyond
There are a number of free programs available to assist 

local businesses as they meet the challenges of the current 
environment. One of those programs is called Digital Main 
Street and the goal is to work with local business owners to 
provide a digital transformation. The program is built around 
an online learning platform, structured training programs and 
a Digital Service Squad, which is a team of digital experts 
who will provide 10-hours of free consulting time. 
When businesses sign up for the Digital Main Street 

program, they will complete the onboarding process, then 
receive a free digital assessment and recommended to-do 
list that identifies technology and tools that can help their 
business meet their goals. The Digital Service Squad will 
work with businesses one-on-one to activate free and easy 
to use tools such as Shopify, Google My Business, social 
media and additional technologies. 
The program expires on February 9, so interested 

business owners should act now. To get started, contact 
the Small Business Enterprise Centre at 705-720-2445 or 
digitalsquad@barrie.ca for more information. 
Broadband Update
We know of the constant challenges and frustrations 

residents in many areas of Springwater are having with 
inconsistent, unreliable, unaffordable broadband hi speed 
internet. This has been made worse with the impacts of 
COVID – working, schooling, surviving from home, 

resulting in huge demands for a system that is spotty and 
weak to begin with. I hear and share all your comments 
and complaints and that is why I initiated exploring the 
possibility of a Community Broadband Strategy last year.
After several years of getting up and running, last December 

Southwestern Integrated Fibre Technology (SWIFT) 
announced it has awarded $41.1 million in funding for 6 
projects in Simcoe County to expand broadband services 
for more than 12,700 households (approximately 31,750 
residents) and businesses with limited or no connectivity. 
The newly announced projects will collectively service 
approximately 500 kilometres of roadway across 60 
communities within Simcoe County. 
As part of this, Bell Canada has been awarded funding 

to support three fibre-to-the-home projects. The newly 
awarded projects will collectively service 389 kilometres 
of underserved roadway to bring high-speed internet to 
10,604 homes and businesses throughout the Townships 
of Clearview, Adjala-Tosorontio, Essa, Springwater, Oro-
Medonte, Tiny, Tay, Severn, Ramara and within the Towns 
of Midland, Penetanguishene and Innisfil. The projects 
represent a collective total investment of approximately 
$32 million and will be completed with service available by 
mid-2022. Of the three Bell projects, it appears that parts 
of Springwater (Anten Mills, Phelpston, Snow Valley and 
Hillsdale) have been included but there are many other 
areas which have not.  Further details can be accessed via 
the approved project map at https://swiftruralbroadband.
ca/resources/our-service-map/. It is these areas that require 
attention as part of a Community Broadband Strategy.
To look at addressing the deficiency of broadband services 

in Springwater, Council last August authorized staff to 
issue a Request of Expression of Interest (REOI) to look for 
solutions from Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to enhance 
broadband internet services in underserved areas of the 
Township. The goal is to secure the provision of reliable, 
high-speed broadband internet services to underserved areas 
in Springwater that will meet or exceed the Canadian Radio-
Television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) 
end-user objectives to operate at speeds of a minimum 
of 50 Mbps for downloads and 10 Mbps for uploads 
(50/10) Community Broadband Services. This was issued 
last September and closed in early November. Research 
suggests that a fibre solution (as compared to copper wire or 
wireless) will provide the fastest and most reliable internet 
connection and will offer the greatest compatibility with 
technological advances in future. Five submissions offered 
a potential fibre solution. Council this week is considering 
next steps with this. I believe as next steps we should issue 
a Request for Proposal to the five proponents seeking more 
detailed submissions and from that, we can consider next 
steps. If we were to proceed with a Community Broadband 
Plan, it would require a sizeable financial investment along 
with the finalized ISP partner however there are possible 
funding sources.
Some government funding has recently been made 

available for broadband projects but it requires the applicant 
to have provable experience building, owning, operating and 
servicing broadband infrastructure so it would require the 
Township to partner with some party with that experience.
The other options being reviewed and considered by 

Council this week include:
•	 Advocacy or Support Role – advocate for more 

funding for rural broadband assistance and support ISPs 
if they try to increase their service offering to areas of 
Springwater. This would delay any improvement of the 
current situation for a considerable period of time.
•	 Another alternative is to do nothing at this time 

and wait to see what happens with SWIFT.
In addition to the need for good, dependable, affordable 

broadband outlined above, it is vital to have this from an 
economic development perspective to attract businesses 
and residents to Springwater so we are not seen as falling 
behind the times with what we are offering.
Council this week is having a delegation from Mr. Jeff 

Kerk, a resident of Hillview Avenue off Gill Road. He 
took it upon himself to organize his neighbourhood of 160 
homes and form a company to develop and is implementing 
the Hillview Internet Broadband Project. They have 
convinced a telco company to bring better broadband to 
this community using fibre. If funded (and that is likely), 
a fibre-to-the-home solution meeting the 50/10 standard 
will be provided to the Hillview Gill and Crystalwood 
communities by November 2021. Kudos to them. Now that 
is being innovative and determined. Kudos to you folks.
It is this determination and thinking outside the box which 

I feel we need to do with this ever-growing issue.
Stay well and keep playing by the rules. 2021 is going to 

be a lot better than 2020.
These are my thoughts and not necessarily shared by all 

of Council.

Best wishes to the local youths I met outside the 
supermarket today. They asked me to buy alcohol for 

their gravely ill grandfather whose dying wish is 3 bottles 
of vodka and a case of beer. I was happy to help. Please 

give my best wishes to your granddad, guys

Some good news at last, pubs can reopen on, 29th of February!
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wondering what your 

home is worth in today’s 
real estate market?

I can let you know!
Give me a call.

Marta branch
Sales Representative

705-718-6464
martabranch@c21.ca
martaYour home.ca

Independently owned and operated. Not 
intended to solicit properties for sale or 

buyers under contract.

On a quest
In an interview recently, I was asked what kinds of books or 

authors I like to read. 
Since I have an extremely eclectic reading taste, ranging from 

politics, history, theology, and media in society, to fiction of all 
kinds from historical to mysteries to fantasy to sci-fi, I was stumped. 
What kinds of books or authors Do I like? 
Since the question was phrased in the context of my own novel 

writing (there too, it’s eclectic) I immediately tossed my non-fiction 
list aside and concentrated what kind of fiction I like.
As I pondered, I listed such authors as C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien 

among my greats. I toyed with adding Jodi Taylor’s time travel series 
The Chronicles of St Mary’s or Rachel Caine’s alternate universe 
series called The Great Library. Others flooded into my mind: Ken 
Follet’s Pillars of the Earth; Stephen Lawhead’s Byzantium and 
Patrick. The flood of favourites continued as I considered the many 
varied takes on the Arthurian legends that I enjoy. I considered my 
enjoyment of mysteries from Arthur Conan Doyle (no relation) to 
Agatha Christie and a host of modern day authors. Then I trolled 
through the various sci-fi novels I’ve read.
I even considered my own suspense thrillers in the Oak Grove 

Conspiracies series. I like them!
As I did all this thinking, I came to a quick realization. Pretty well 

every one of my ‘likes’ entailed some version of a quest!
I love stories that involve overcoming an insurmountable quest. 

That’s what The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings entailed. It’s what 
Lewis was writing about in his Narnia books. Even Homer’s 
Odyssey, or Hemingway’s Old man and the Sea.
As I thought about that, another fact struck me. In fact, my entire 

non-fiction life has actually been that of a quest.
And so has yours.
During that quest we have each met challenges great and small. 

We have battled giants—financial, employment, relationships—
while on our quest. Incredible people and events have changed out 
course of action. Sometimes for good., Sometimes for evil.
Some of us have a clear idea of what that quest looks like. We see 

financial goals, retirement, a big house, or travel, as the ultimate 
end of our quests. Others have more esoteric and fulfilling quests 
to improve life and situations for our fellow human beings. That 
encompasses those who aimed for and perhaps created life-changing 
technologies or medical procedures, or who explored science and 
space in search of the answers to life’s basic questions. Come to 
think of it, I’d put the many theologians and impactful preachers 
into that category as well; people like Lewis (not just his fiction) or 
Augustine, or the Apostle Paul and the gospel writers.
All were on a quest. To understand their situation and strive toward 

a goal that would empirically change existing understanding or, 
more impactfully, change lives for the better. 
Even at the simple unspectacular level of life that most of us 

inhabit, there is still a quest that we are following. It might be for 
job advancement, education, better parenting, or healthier lifestyles. 
But it is still a quest. Or, rather, numerous quests. It is what keeps 
us going day to day, through rain and snow, through ups and down, 
through failures and on to success.
Every day we set huge plans for the next day, week or year with 

zero knowledge of what those tomorrows might bring. Or even if 
they will happen. But we go on the quest anyway. That is confidence!
I like quests. I like reading about them. They excite me. They 

invigorate me. They frustrate me. They lift me to new levels. They 
guide me and challenge me to put the novel down and take on my 
own quest.
As I read about Frodo and Sam climbing up Mount Doom, I 

recognize the frustrations, pain, and discouragements of my own 
quests. But I also see the challenge met and achieved, and it gives 
me hope and confidence.
In my latest book Musick for the King I write about the great 

composer George Frederick Handel who was on multiple quests at 
the same time. He was on a quest for cultural redemption, creative 
redemption, and financial redemption. His soloist Susannah Cibber 
was on a quest for career and social redemption. Neither realized it 
immediately, but they were also on a quest for personal redemption. 
The libretto for Messiah was the vehicle that would take them along 
the ups and downs, challenges, failures and success of those quests.
For years I was a reporter and editor and broadcaster. Later I was a 

professor. Now I am a crisis management consultant.
But always, lurking in the background, was the dream of writing a 

novel. There were a thousand and one reasons why I should 
drop the idea. It was daunting. It was a lot of work. It was not 
fulfilling financially at a time when I still needed to generate 
income. I had limited time to work on something so iffy. 
Worse, I had no concept for a plot or characters or situation. 
But I absorbed the lessons of my fictional friends and 

accepted the challenge. I went on a quest. Now, some six 
years on, I finished my fourth novel and have now embarked 
on writing a fifth.
What kind of quest lies lurking in your life? 
They are there you know. Hiding, waiting for something or 

someone to ignite them.
Pick up your favourite novel—any novel—and see if there 

isn’t a quest hidden in the story. Step into the story. See that 
the protagonist accepts the challenge, strives forward, is 
battered, disappointed, seemingly fails and then ultimately 
achieves.
Watch for the spark that ignites it. Accept the challenge 

inherent in pursing your own real-life quest. Embrace it, 
warts and all, ups and downs, failures and successes. 
It makes life worth living. 
I know. I followed my quest.
 Kindest regards  Barrie Doyle  www.barriedoyle.com
Author of the Oak Grove Conspiracies novels and "Musick 

for the King" 
crisis management and training www.notifwhen.ca

MP Doug Shipley announces 
funding to support Barrie Royal 

Canadian Legion #147
 Jan 13, 2020: MP Doug Shipley Member 
of Parliament for Barrie-Springwater-
OroMedonte announced $10,845.04 in funding 
from the Government of Canada to support the 
Royal Canadian Legion #147 in Barrie. This 
funding will assist the Barrie Legion branch 
with their operational costs so they can continue
providing important support for Veterans.
The Veterans Organizations Emergency 
Support Fund is part of Canada’s COVID-19 
Economic Response Plan to protect jobs, 
provide emergency support and keep businesses 
afloat through the pandemic. Organizations 
such as the Barrie Royal Canadian Legion play 
a critical role in the well-being of Veterans, 
their families and the community.
In November, the Government of Canada 
provided $14 million to the Royal Canadian 
Legion’s Dominion Command to allow for the 
rapid distribution of financial aid to individual 
branches across the country. Dominion 
Command was responsible for determining 
which branches would receive funding.
Organizations receiving these funds will have 
access to the support they need to replace 
charitable and other revenue lost because of 
the pandemic and will be able to continue their 
work with Veterans and their families during a 
time when it is needed most.
“Our Legions always deserve our support 
so I am pleased to see the delivery of these 
funds to the Barrie Legion and I commend the 
volunteers and staff for the good work they do 
on a daily basis but especially during this
difficult time” said MP Shipley. “They are a 
vital part of our community and I will continue 
to advocate for more funding support to ensure 
they have the means to continue.”
“The Government answered our call for funds 
to assist the Barrie Legion and like most 
Legions during this pandemic, our survival 
depends on it. This economic boast will help 
us to get through the short term” said President 
Marcel Vigneault, Royal Canadian Legion, 
Barrie Branch #147.
For more information, contact 
Doug Shipley MP Doug.Shipley@parl.gc.ca or 
705-728-2596

Ask a Therapist: On Lack of 
Productivity

Q: I am really having trouble with motivation these days 
and I feel really bad about it because I am surrounded by 
all of the productivity and New Year’s Resolution voices – 
can you help?
A: First off, let me say that you are not alone. While the 

beginning of the year tends to feel like a fresh start for 
so many typically, lots of people are feeling drained and 
unmotivated at the start of 2021. And that’s okay. It is to 
be expected, really.
We have been through a tremendously challenging year 

in 2020 and, based on the first couple of weeks in 2021, the 
challenges are continuing and, in some cases, worsening. 
So many people in my counselling office are expressing 
that they are decision-fatigued, tired of problem-solving, 
weary from pivoting, and totally drained from the never-
ending acclimatization and adaptation to the unknown and 
unexpected.
As a culture, we have been navigating a global pandemic, 

an economic crisis, polarized and intense political 
unrest, ongoing social isolation, chronic uncertainty and 
anxiety, and low grade depression. As individuals we are 
swimming in this cultural pool while still contending with 
our own personal health issues, parenting struggles, job 
and financial stressors, and relationship dynamics.
When you back the camera up and take a broader view 

of your context and circumstances, it makes a lot of sense 
that you are not feeling particularly productive! I think we 
have all, understandably, lost some focus, some energy, 
and some pep in our step, given our current situation. It 
is highly unlikely that we would enter into 2021 with the 
same eager visioning and goal-setting that might otherwise 
characterize a new year.
When we are living in that level of low grade stress 

constantly, our nervous system is working overtime and it 
is difficult to muster up a lot of other energy or motivation 
to do much more than the basics. The productivity gurus 
want us to be constantly exerting energy and that’s not 
what is needed at a time like this. The more distress your 
system is under, the more truly RESTorative care it needs.
We have to have compassion with ourselves in times 

like this and set much more reasonable expectations for 
our day-to-day functioning. Be careful of “shoulding” on 
yourself and watch out for the voice of shame that can kick 
in and tell you that you are not doing enough.
If we are all learning one lesson for certain through 

these trials it is that we need to take it one day at a time. 
Be gentle with yourself and take 
good care, moment-by-moment. 
And don’t hesitate to reach out for 
help along the way. We are all in 
this together and we can help each 
other through.
A New Leaf: Resources for 

Growth – our psychotherapy 
practice and wellness shop – 
located at 21 B Queen Street West 
in Elmvale is open at this time for 
virtual psychotherapy and virtual 
retail therapy and curb side pick 
up only. Email Tanya at info@

sarahjoycovey.com to 
book an appointment 
or to inquire about 
our products and 
services. Follow us 
on Instagram @
sarahjoycovey for the 
latest updates!

With hand sanitizer now standard equipment for 
every man, woman and child it's a good idea to 
know what the stuff can actually do besides kill 

germs!  
Frozen locks? Squirt a little hand sanitizer on 

them. The isopropyl alcohol that kills germs also 
lowers the freezing point of water, and can melt 

the ice inside the lock within seconds.
Anyone want to buy a Vacume cleaner?. I decided 

to sell it because it was just gathering dust.

Why is it spelt 
"Camouflage" 
instead of " "? 

Because that could 
also be the spelling 

for 'missing' or 
'invisible'!

Bought a can of 
fly spray from the 
supermarket today. 
Sprayed it all over 

myself
I still can’t fly.

How old were you 
when you learned that 
"BAR" stood for Beer 

& Alcohol Room?
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Elmvale 322-1482
Midhurst 737-5650
Minesing 722-6440

As always, please refer to our website www.
springwater.library.on.ca

for information, branch updates and our virtual 
programs.

Elmvale biA business highlights

COVID-19 UPDATE  
On January 12, the Provincial 

Government announced a state 
of emergency and stay-at-home 
orders that come into effect at 

12:01am on Thursday, January 14.  
Our library services remain unchanged with this 

announcement.
We are providing contactless curbside service during 

our regular open hours. Please call your local branch for 
personalized requests, or place holds using our website 
or app. Elmvale.library@springwater.ca, 705-322-
1482 Midhurst.library@springwater.ca, 705-737-5650 
Minesing.library@springwater.ca, 705-722-6440.
In addition to the curbside service, the Library continues 

to offer a number of online resources including Readers 
Advisory Service, eBooks and downloadable audiobooks, 
research databases, online story times, video programs 
and more. For all online programming check out the 
Virtual Programming page on our website.
All materials continue to be quarantined for 5 days 

upon return in the book drops. No late charges will incur. 
Stay safe and we’ll see you again soon!
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

WINTER FAMILY CONTEST 
Celebrate the season with family 

fun for a chance to win a hot 
chocolate basket to share with your 
family.  Arrange to pick up your 
game card from our curbside table 
or print it off from our website 

anytime between January 2nd – 31s.t. Place the completed 
game sheet in our book drop with your name and phone 
number. Complete both challenges for chances to win one 
of 5 gift baskets. 
See our website or call for details. Draw takes place 

February 2nd at 5 pm.  
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

FUN LEGO MONTHLY SERIES
Get the kiddos making lego! It's easy, 

it's in your house and they can compete 
to win a lego prize when they watch 
staff member Amanda's video and then 
put together a fun creation.  Find out 
what the theme is this month. Be sure 
to follow us at Facebook to not miss 

out on our monthly series.  
Snap a quick picture of your lego creation and send 

it via email to midhurst.library@springwater.ca or 
below our Facebook post of Amanda's video for your 
chance to win! 
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

STEM FUN KITS:  SQUIGS!
STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math) play is now 
available to be checked out from the 
library.  Miss Amanda shows you how 
fun and interesting STEM is and how to 

use our STEM kits at home.   
Check our YOUTUBE channel: 
This month’s STEM video play is on SQUIGS and will 

come out on Friday, January 22nd.  More YouTube STEM 
videos that are available to view include:  Introduction to 
STEM,  Magna Tiles and  Straws and Connectors.
Place a hold on your STEM kit today.
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

MISS AMANDA’S 
STORYTIME 
On our Virtual Programming 

page and on our YouTube 
channel you’ll find Miss 
Amanda doing a fun interactive 

Storytime Program with rhymes, songs and stories. 
The theme for January 27th Storytime will be:  Robots.  
Ask for you free Storytime Kit.
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

KRAFTING WITH KATHY
Advance notice:  Kathy will 

share a Valentines craft for the 
whole family to enjoy. This 
will be on our Springwater 
Public Library Facebook page, 

on our Virtual Programming page and on our YouTube 
channel on Thursday February 4th for all to enjoy. Check 
out Kathy’s other great Krafting videos on our YouTube 
Channel.  Limited craft packages are available on a first 

come, first serve basis from your 
local branch. Call or email to reserve 
your package.  For more information: 
www.springwater.library.on.ca
WE CAN HELP!
We know that with curbside pickup 

it is hard not to be able to browse the 

shelves for awesome items in the library. Never fear! Your 
friendly Springwater Librarian is here...online! Just take 
a moment and let us know a few of your preferences and 
we'll hop right to it and help you find your next favourite 
author or book! click on the “How Do I Tab” at www.
springwater.library.on.ca 

LOCAL HISTORY 
COLLECTION
Springwater Public 

Library Local History 
Collection is a database 
with photos and documents 
that showcase the diverse 

heritage of Springwater Township.  ACCEPTING 
CONTRIBUTIONS!  Take a look.
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

Differing Opinions
Have you ever found yourself in a discussion/debate/

argument with someone whose ideas were totally opposed 
to yours? The more they argue their point, the more 
convinced you are of how wrong they are and how right 
you are. When this happens, it sometimes seems that there's 
s wall separating the two of you with no apparent way of 
getting around it. This can create distance, animosity, and 
can even fracture relationship. 
The problem in such a situation comes when we identify 

ourselves with our position. The trouble with this is 
that when we take the difference of opinion personally. 
Whenever we experience such polarity, we often think about 
how rigid and narrow-minded the other person is, without 
realizing that we are the other part of the polarity, if there 
is polarity and opposition happening, we are co-creating it. 
True understanding comes from working at creating a larger 
view that encompasses doth ends of the polarity. 
Once we shift the perspective to that larger view, there 

is no longer a need to hold on so tightly to our point of 
view because there is now a place for it. To tell a person 
that they are wrong about something, that how they see 
it is simply not the way it is, is to deny their perceptions 
of reality, and to negate that person. The one who does 
the negating is also assuming the superior position of the 
authority or expert on now things are. They are trying to 
fill a job that does not exist. We are not talking here about 
things that can be objectively checked out, but rather 
about how people view a situation, or how they feel about 
something. 
No one can tell us that the way we see it or feel about it 

is wrong. What we can do is to share our perceptions in a 
non-judgmental way in doing so we may assist the other to 
expand their perception, as we expand our own. However, 
sometimes the most powerful thing that we can do is to 
validate the other's feelings. If we acknowledge that we 
can understand how they might feel that way, or that we 
can see their point of view, they are much more likely to 
loosen their grip on their position. 
Still, the objective should not necessarily be to try to get 

the other person to change. Rather, the focus should be on 
finding a way to express one's own perceptions and needs 
while accepting other's point of view That does not mean 
agreeing, only that you accept that this is how they see it, 
and that you respect their right to think independently. 
As a parent you can accept how your child sees things, but 

still set rules according to your beliefs. In a relationship, 
you can accept that the two of you see things differently, 
but still have to work on a solution to the problem. This 
is much more productive than arguing over who is right 
and who is wrong. For even if you win that argument 
something is still lost in the process.
Gwen Randall-Young is an author and award-winning 

psychologist.  For permission to reprint this article, or to 
obtain books, CDs or MP3s, visit www.gwen.ca. Follow 
Gwen on Facebook for daily inspiration. 

Dr. Tony Fallone noted in 1997 that hair color is the 
root of a person's personality. Blondes are typically 
more outgoing and lively and are perceived as more 

feminine than women with other hair colors. According 
to Fallone, being blonde is not a hair color, but a state 
of mind. And the numbers seem to prove him right. 

While just 1 in 20 white American adults is naturally 
blonde, virtually 1 in 3 white adult females dye their 

hair a shade of blonde.  
Nearly 2,000 years before Homer, during the time of 
the Proto-Indo-Europeans, blonde hair was connected 
to the worship of the sun and fire and to the adoration 

of a yellow dawn goddess.  
During the Roman era German blondes were taken 

captive and had their hair cut off to be made into wigs 
for fashionable ladies.  But by the Middle Ages, blonde 
women were held with suspicion, and by the mid-14th 
century, depictions of Eve were consistently giving her 
free-flowing locks of golden blonde hair that marked 

her as an evil temptress.
In Ancient Rome, women tried to dye their hair blonde 

with pigeon dung. In Renaissance Venice, they used 
horse urine.  

Hydrogen peroxide was discovered in 1818, but there 
was little application for it until 1867 when it was 
found that it could bleach hair. It quickly became 

popular throughout Europe and America, superseding 
everything else that had been used as bleach before 

then.

Ontario Launches Online Security 
Guard and Private Investigator Testing

Move will make the process easier, more reliable and 
more accessible

The Ontario government is launching a new, online 
testing option for individuals seeking to obtain a licence 
to become a security guard or private investigator. This 
modern testing option will eliminate the need for applicants 
to travel to a testing location during the COVID-19 
outbreak and beyond.
Starting today, applicants who select the security guard 

or private investigator online testing option may choose 
from a range of dates and times when the sessions will 
be offered. This new online option improves capacity to 
test more individuals as well as makes the overall process 
easier, more reliable and accessible.
The provincewide rollout follows a pilot project that 

began in October 2020 with Serco Canada Inc., the vendor 
that provides security guard and private investigator 
testing on behalf of the province. Participants in the pilot 
strongly supported the online option and provided valuable 
feedback to ensure the testing was accessible, simple and 
straightforward for all candidates.
Quick Facts

• Each online session will be available to eight 
candidates, with one examiner responsible for 
oversight of the testing process.
• Up to 12 online test sessions will be offered daily, 

with testing available in English and French.
• To qualify as a private security guard or private 

investigator, individuals are required to complete 
training and testing mandated by Ontario Regulation 
26/10 – Training and Testing under the Private 
Security and Investigative Services Act, 2005.
• In-person testing for private security guards or 

private investigators will continue to be offered at 
DriveTest locations across the province.
• G4S Secure Solutions (Canada) is a ministry-

licensed security guard and private investigator agency 
providing security guard and private investigator 
services.

If you had to wager a guess, how many people do you 
think are employed by the government of Ontario? 

 100,000?  500,000? 
 Try 1.3 million. That’s the number of people in the 

broader public service. And Premier Doug Ford wants to 
give just about all of them a raise this year.
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Gravel Supplies
Crushed road & Cement Gravel

Sand & Gravel Fill • Skid Steer Services
Excavating • Bulldozing • Backhoe & Snow removal

Bernie Pilon
Construction

7 Simcoe Street
Elmvale, Ontario 
L0L 1P0

Rick’s Cell: (705) 623-4209
Phone: 322-2785

Fax: 322-4458

Collingwood Fuels Ltd
15 Stewart Road, P.O. Box 321
Collingwood, Ontario  L9Y 3Z7

(705) 445-4430
1-800-553-5571

ProPane
• residential
• Commercial

• Farm
Cylinder Refills

FUel Delivery
• Furnace oil
• Diesel fuels

• Gasoline
oil furnace sales and service

A hardware Store with 
All Your Needs!

Corner of  Blake & Steele

Serving Barrie and Area for over 80 Years

mon-Sat & Sun 10-5
(705) 728-2431

Canada’s Paint Expert.

ROBINSONS
Step inside the lives of Alicia and her 

family in Alzheimer Society Awareness 
Month campaign: Alicia’s Story

Barrie, ON, January 7, 2021 – In honour of Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Month, the Alzheimer Society will launch a 
4-part short film series on January 7 that follows Alicia, a 
beautiful, vibrant mother and grandmother who lives with 
Alzheimer’s, and her family, as they confront this disease 
head-on and share their story, struggle, and moments of 
connection. 
“We are so thankful to Alicia and her family for sharing 

their important story,” says Debbie Islam, CEO of the 
Alzheimer Society of Simcoe County. “Their story helps 
represent the other 1.1 million Canadians who are currently 
affected by Alzheimer’s and dementia and reminds us 
about the importance of support and the power of love.”
Throughout the series, viewers step inside the lives of 

Alicia, who was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease 10 
years ago, her daughter and care partner, Judy, and the 
rest of her family to get a look at how this disease affects 
Alicia and her family, the challenges and heartbreak they 
face, as well as the feelings of togetherness and moments 
of laughter they share.
“I hope by sharing our story, it shows others who are 

going through similar situations that they are not alone,” 
says Judy, Alicia’s daughter and care partner. “Sharing 
and connecting with others is so important. It changes 
everything.”
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias is an irreversible 

and progressive brain disorder that slowly weakens 
memory, thinking, skills, and eventually, the ability to 
carry out the simplest tasks. Currently, there are 25,000 
new cases of Alzheimer’s diagnosed in Canada per year 
and that number is expected to triple by 2050. 
As the number of people living with dementia increases, 

the cost of caregiving provided by family members and 
friends is expected to balloon from $12 billion by 2040. 
That is why building connections that matter is at the heart 
and soul of what we do at Alzheimer Societies across 
Ontario. 
To follow along and watch Alicia and her family’s story 

this Alzheimer’s Awareness Month, visit https://bit.ly/
alicia-story.
About the Alzheimer Society
The Alzheimer Society is the leading nation-wide health 

charity for people living with Alzheimer's disease and other 
dementias.  Active in communities right across Canada, 
the Society offers help for today through our programs and 
services, and hope for tomorrow by funding research into 
the cause, prevention and a cure.
In Simcoe County, it is estimated that over 10,000 people 

aged 65 and over are living with dementia.  Through a host 
of programs and services, advocacy and public education, 
the Alzheimer Society of Simcoe County is here to help 
people affected by dementia overcome the challenges of 
living with the disease.
If you would like to arrange an interview with a 

representative of the Alzheimer Society, please do not 
hesitate to contact Laura-Lynn Bourassa, Manager of 
Education and Support Programs, Alzheimer Society 
of Simcoe County (see contact information below).

Tay Township Municipal Office Closed 
to the Public as of January 14, 2021 

Tay, Ontario – The Tay Township Municipal Office 
will close to the public, effective January 14, until further 
notice in support of Provincial efforts and measures to 
help stop the spread of COVID-19 and in response to the 
Provincial emergency declaration and stay at home order 
currently in effect.
The Municipality will continue to provide essential 

services such as fire and emergency services, water, 
wastewater and roads maintenance services.  Our 
dedicated staff will continue to provide service over the 
phone, by email and online, and will continue to maintain 
Township infrastructure.  Township staff can be contacted 
at 705-534-7248 or via email by visiting tay.ca/Contact
The Tay Community Rink will also close until further 

notice effective at 12:01am on January 14.  Staff will be 
contacting those who have already booked ice times.  For 
more information visit tay.ca/rinks
During the municipal office closure the following 

measures have been implemented to ensure that the 
Township remains in a position to provide critical services:
· Payments can be made in the drop box located outside 

the municipal office.
· Payments for tax and water bills can also be made 

through your bank either online or at a bank branch. 
· Current 2020 Fire Permits have been extended to 

February 28.  If you don’t have a 2020 Fire Permit please 
visit tay.ca/FirePermits 
 · Dog Tags will not be sold at this time.  Please call the 

Canine Enforcement Officer at 705-534-7248 x248 to 
register your dog and intent to purchase a Dog Tag once 
the stay at home order has been lifted. The two dog per 
household limit remains in effect.
· Building Permit applications will still be accepted at 

this time.  Please call the building division at 705-534-
7248 x220 for advice on your particular situation.
· Building Permit inspections are still being conducted.  

Please contact the building division at 705-534-7248 
x220 BEFORE PROCEEDING with work to learn about 
your options.
· Council and Committee Meetings will continue to be 

held remotely by video and telephone conference.  Visit 
tay.ca/calendar for information on meeting dates, times 
and on how to participate.
To talk to one of our staff during regular business hours 

please call us at 705-534-7248.  Due to high call volumes 
you may need to leave a message.  We will call you back.  
Council and staff thank you for your understanding during 
this difficult time for all Ontarians.
For up-to-date information about the impacts of 

COVID-19 precautions on Tay Township municipal 
services, please visit tay.ca/COVID-19, follow us on 
Twitter @TayTownship or call us at 705-534-7248.
For up-to-date information about meetings, visit our 

meeting calendar at tay.ca/calendar.
Tay Township is committed to delivering responsive 

and cost-effective municipal services and infrastructure 
that provide for the long-term economic, social and 
environmental well-being of its residents and community.

Rosie’s Devotions
Mind Games

In June, 2011, my husband had surgery 
on his carotid artery. It was at that time 
that he suffered a mini-stroke. I knew 
that there was something wrong because 
it was a long time before he came out of 
the recovery room. 
I remember waiting for what seemed 

like an eternity when finally the surgeon 
found me in the waiting room.

"Mrs. Hagedorn, your husband suffered a mini-stroke 
during surgery; he is … ."  I did not hear the rest of his 
words because my mind shut down after hearing the word 
"mini-stroke".  After the initial shock, I asked the surgeon 
if my husband was all right. Apparently, he was paralyzed 
on the left side of his face and arm, but the sensations of 
movement were slowly coming back.
When he was moved to the "step-down room", almost 

like an intensive care unit, he was quite confused and did 
not know where he was.  I remember bringing him home 
two weeks later; still confused.  My husband used to be a 
whiz at completing crossword puzzles, but doesn’t even 
look at them now. Playing cards or Scrabble® are a thing 
of the past as he has problems placing the tiles and has 
lost the ability to spell a word. Conversations are also a 
thing of the past and cannot sign his name any longer.  It is 
almost like his brain is playing mind games within himself 
about the outside world. It was not too much later that he 
was diagnosed with Vascular Dementia.
I have become his full-time caretaker for the past ten 

years. Not only do I have to make sure that he takes the 
correct pills, I help him shower, lay out his clothes and 
constantly remind him, one thing at a time, to wash his 
face, shave and brush his teeth. I am monitoring his every 
move and I  find myself frustrated and feeling hopeless. 
It is at times like these, when I feel totally helpless or 

frustrated, or even lose my cool and yell, that God seems 
to send a message of love through a friend via the internet 
or phone. 
God understands and sees what each one of us is going 

through. He has promised that He will never give us 
something that we cannot handle; He has promised that He 
will never leave us nor forsake us. We may feel all alone at 
times, but He is always there.
Deuteronomy 31:8 – And the Lord is the one who goes 

ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or 
forsake you. Do not fear, or be dismayed. (NASB)
Prayer: Father God, You are with us in our trials and 

our fears. When we feel discouraged and anxious, grant 
us Your peace. You know already that we will stumble and 
fall because of our humanity. Thank You for Your words 
of encouragement and Your promise that You will never 
leave us or forsake us. You will be with us even until the 
end of the age. Amen.
Rosemary Hagedorn,  Midland, Ontario.
rosyhagedorn@gmail.com

The spread of COVID-19 is based on 2 things:
o   How dense the population is
o   How dense the population is

It is possible to lead a cow upstairs...But, not downstairs. 
Why in the world would you want to take a cow upstairs?

The ten most valuable brand names on earth:    Apple, 
Coca Cola, Google, IBM, Microsoft, GE, McDonalds, 

Samsung, Intel, and Toyota,  
in that order.

When were zippers invented?
Answer: First referred to as the clasp locker, or 

unlocker for shoes, the zipper was patented in 1893 by 
Judson Whitcomb

Donkeys kill more people annually than plane crashes or 
shark attacks.(So, watch your Ass)
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The OPP Report - Scams

Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre
1-888-495-8501

(hours: mon. - Fri - 8 am to 6 pm)
www.antifraudcentre.ca

The rest of this article and many more can be read in 
the police report at www.springwaternews.ca

OPP Divers Locate Two Snowmobilers in Sturgeon 
Bay
(TAY TOWNSHIP,ON)- At 6:08 p.m. January 17, 2021 

the Orillia Communication Center of the Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) was in receipt of a 911 call from a Robins 
Point Road, Victoria Harbour resident after hearing a call 
for help from the waters of Sturgeon Bay. OPP officers 
along with members of the Tay Township Fire Service and 
Simcoe County Paramedic Services attended an area north 
of the intersection of Robins Point Road and Osborne 
Street in Victoria Harbour.
Emergency services personnel searched the area but were 

unable to locate any persons in distress within the search 
area which was dark and comprised was of wide open 
water surrounded by broken ice making search efforts 
difficult in treacherous conditions. Officers were able to 
locate some clothing at the scene and later in the evening 
investigators were in receipt of a missing persons report of 
two overdue snowmobilers from the Orillia area.
Members of the OPP Underwater Search and Rescue 

Unit attended the scene at 9:30 a.m. January 18, 2021 and 
with members of Tay Township Fire Service standing by 
conducted a continued search for the missing persons. 
Shortly after 11:00 a.m. January 18, 2021 divers located 
two deceased persons in the waters of Sturgeon Bay and 
returned them to shore for further investigation.
The names of the deceased are being withheld pending 

positive identification and notification of next of kin.
The investigation continues into the cause of the mishap.

Snowmobiler Dies after Driving into Open Water Off 
Midland Point 
(PENETANGUISHENE,ON)- At 2:00 p.m. January 17, 

2021 the Orillia Communication Center of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) was in receipt of a 911 call 
from several residents from the east end of Tay Point 
Road commonly known as Midland Point, stating that 
a lone snowmobiler had just driven into the open water 
while travelling on the ice and appeared to be struggling 
to swim to safety. Members of the Southern Georgian 
Bay detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), 
Penetanguishene Fire Services and County of Simcoe 
Paramedic services attended the scene and were able to 
locate and eventually effect a rescue of the snowmobiler 
approximately 50m from shore in open water with ice 
chunks. Sadly, despite the efforts of numerous emergency 
services personnel and treatment staff at Georgian Bay 
General Hospital (GBGH) William FOURNIER 40 years 
of Midland passed away from his injuries suffered from 
the incident.
The investigation continues into the cause of the mishap.
Members of the Southern Georgian Bay OPP want to 

remind all persons who do venture outdoors that area ice 
surfaces may be snow covered and appear safe to travel 
on. Unfortunately, locally we have not had the kind of 
cold weather required for the formation of ice required for 
winter activities so if ice travel is necessary please check 
with local residents and fish hut operators before heading 
out on any ice surface- Know Before You GO.
Snowmobile operators are advised to check trail conditions 

prior to heading out and the following internet web sites 
can provide an insight into those conditions and whether 
the trails are open or still closed; Ontario Federation of 
Snowmobile Clubs, Mid Ontario Snowmobile Clubs 
and fishing enthusiasts may wish to view the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) website www.
ofah.org/covid19/faq
If you have to travel out onto an ice surface always 

remember that “No Ice Is Safe Ice” and you need to be 
aware of current, past weather conditions and recent 
commercial ice breaking activity along with checking 
with area residents who have “local knowledge of 
ice conditions”. The following web sites are a must 
see for those who travel on ice surfaces- Cold Water 
Boot Camp along with https://twitter.com/OPP_News/
status/1342817627077488641 and https://twitter.com/
OPPCommissioner/status/1346509378027970564

WEEKEND SNOWMOBILE FATALITIES 
UNDERSCORE OPP MESSAGE THAT “NO ICE IS 
SAFE ICE”
With Snowmobile Safety Week (January 16-24, 2021) 

now underway, the OPP is reporting that six people have 
lost their lives in snowmobile incidents so far this season. 
On Sunday, January 17, 2021, three people died in two 
separate incidents after their snowmobiles broke through 
the ice on Georgian Bay.
“These latest incidents are a tragic reminder of the serious 

risks associated with snowmobiling on frozen waterways. 
Approximately 40 per cent of OPP-investigated fatal 
snowmobile incidents in the last 10 years have occurred 
on lakes and rivers.  Excessive speed, driving too fast for 
the conditions and alcohol/drugs are other top contributing 

factors in snowmobile deaths. Our data speaks loud and 
clear about the behaviours and unsafe riding conditions 
snowmobilers need to avoid to make it through the season 
safely.”

OPP Safety Message for Outdoor Activities This 
Weekend
(MIDLAND,ON)- As the first weekend of the provincial 

Stay at Home legislation lockdown begins, members of 
the Southern Georgian Bay detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) want to remind all persons who 
do venture outdoors that area ice surfaces may be snow 
covered and appear safe to travel on. Unfortunately, locally 
we have not had the kind of cold weather required for the 
formation of ice required for winter activities so if ice 
travel is necessary please check with local residents and 
fish hut operators before heading out on any ice surface- 
Know Before You GO.
Detachment officers will be on snowmobile patrol this 

weekend checking for impaired snowmobile operators as 
well as for proper equipment, permits and monitoring riders 
speed while on the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile 
Clubs (OFSC) trail system.
All outdoor enthusiasts are reminded of recreational 

amenities that remain open under the Reopening Ontario 
(A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020, Ontario 
Regulation 82/20, including snowmobiling, ice fishing, 
cross country skiing, ice skating, dogsledding and snow 
shoeing. All participants should comply with all other 
health and provincial directives when participating in 
outdoor activities, such as maintaining physical distancing 
and the use of personal protective equipment (PPE).
Snowmobile operators are advised to check trail conditions 

prior to heading out and the following internet web sites 
can provide an insight into those conditions and whether 
the trails are open or still closed; Ontario Federation of 
Snowmobile Clubs, Mid Ontario Snowmobile Clubs 
and fishing enthusiasts may wish to view the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) website www.
ofah.org/covid19/faq
If you have to travel out onto an ice surface always 

remember that “No Ice Is Safe Ice” and you need to be 
aware of current, past weather conditions and recent 
commercial ice breaking activity along with checking 
with area residents who have “local knowledge of 
ice conditions”. The following web sites are a must 
see for those who travel on ice surfaces- Cold Water 
Boot Camp along with https://twitter.com/OPP_News/
status/1342817627077488641 and https://twitter.com/
OPPCommissioner/status/1346509378027970564
Unlawfully removing trail signs can create some very 

dangerous situations, if you have knowledge of anyone 
removing OFSC trail signs please contact the OPP at 1-888-
310-1122 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 
You can submit your information online at www.p3tips.
com. Crime Stoppers does not subscribe to call display and 
you will remain anonymous. Being anonymous, you will 
not testify in court and your information may lead to a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.00. You can follow Crime Stoppers 
of Simcoe Dufferin Muskoka www.crimestopperssdm.
com on Twitter or Facebook.       
Police remind snowmobilers that an essential part of 

the enforcement job is to save lives and reduce injuries 
on our trails, through community partnerships we educate 
the public about safe driving practices - #Never Drive 
Impaired

Technology Helps OPP Locate Injured Snowmobiler
On January 8, 2021, shortly before 5 p.m., 

officers responded to an emergency call for an injured 
snowmobiler who had been involved in a collision on Lake 
Couchiching. The driver was unable to say exactly where 
he was and responding emergency personnel were slowed 
in their efforts to locate the injured male. This is where 
technology comes into play. Staff at the OPP Provincial 
Communications Centre (PCC) were able to employ 
What3words by texting a link to the app to the driver, who 
then used it to pinpoint his location which was encoded by 
the app into a unique set of three words. Those three words 
were then communicated back to the PCC, from which 
staff were then able to direct emergency personnel to the 
collision site. The driver was subsequently located and 
transported to hospital with non-life threatening injuries.
The use of What3Words is an example of how the OPP is 

modernizing its police service and utilizing technology to 
enhance public safety and support successful outcomes by 
decreasing response times to high priority calls in which 
the caller does not know their exact location. 

HIKING SAFETY KEY WHEN VENTURING OUT 
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THIS WINTER
Since the start of the year, members of the Huronia West 

Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have 
responded to several requests for assistance from hikers 
who have become lost while exploring on area trails. 
The OPP would like to remind those venturing out into 

the trails to practice safe hiking, such as: 
Having a fully charged mobile phone.
Using a navigation app such as “what3words”.
Packing water and food.
Telling a friend or a family member where you intend to 

go and how long you will be gone.
Equipping yourself according to weather conditions.
Avoiding hiking at night and in low light.
Staying on marked trails.
 For more tips on hiking safety visit: 
Bruce Trail - https://brucetrail.org/pages/explore-the-

trail/know-before-you-go/winter-hiking-safety-tips 
Ontario Parks - https://www.ontarioparks.com/parksblog/

category/safety-regulations/

According to legend, tea was discovered in 2737 B.C. 
by Chinese Emperor Shen-Nung, known as the "Divine 
Healer." Purportedly, he discovered the beverage when 

tea leaves accidentally blew into his pot of boiling water.  
China is the world's largest producer of tea. In 2009, 

China produced 1,359,000 tonnes; India was second with 
979,000 tonnes.  

Britain is the second-largest nation of tea drinkers per 
capita. Ireland is the first.  

The United Kingdom drinks about 165 million cups of 
tea a day, or 62 billion cups per year.

The United States invented both the tea bag and iced tea 
in 1904. Many tea lovers consider the tea bag as one of 

the worst inventions of the 20th century. Tea brewed with 
loose tea is generally considered to be richer than tea 

made from bags.  
The most expensive tea in the world is a rare Chinese tea 
called Tieguanyin, which is around $1,500/lb. The tea is 
named after the Buddhist deity Guan Yin (Iron Goddess 

of Mercy). It is an oolong tea.  
Historically, tea has been viewed as a health drink. 

Recent studies suggest that tea, especially green tea, helps 
reduce some forms of cancer, helps bad breath, reduces 

the risk of cardiovascular disease, reduces blood pressure, 
helps with weight control, kills bacteria and virus, acts as 

an anti-inflammatory, and has neuroprotective power.
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S&J barn Demolition 
We pay cash for barns

WSib insured 
For a free estimate 

Call 1 800-291-2276

Promote Your Business!
This ad would cost you 

• $45 in b&w or $55 in colour
The ad will be in 20,000 papers, mailed to 
18,800 homes and can be read online at 

www.springwaternews.ca
Send you business card or information to 

springwaternews@rogers.com
We will prepare a sample for your approval.

Ichor Blood Services and StageZero Life 
Sciences Launch Virtual COVID-19 PCR 
Testing Program for Canadians Returning 

Home from the US

Testing program allows Canadians to take a lab quality 
COVID-19 test kit with them to the United States and 

complete their witnessed test remotely prior to returning home.
CALGARY, AB, Jan. 13, 2021 /CNW/ - Ichor Blood 

Services, a private lab specimen collection company 
based in Calgary, and StageZero Life Sciences, a CLIA 
certified high complexity lab located in Richmond, VA, 
have launched a COVID-19 virtual PCR testing program 
that allows travellers to complete a 99.99% accurate RT-
PCR test from anywhere in the world that FedEx Express 
operates. The program will initially be available for 
Canadians returning home from US destinations, with 
future plans to expand to other international destinations.
“The Virtual COVID-19 PCR Testing Program solves 

a problem that was introduced with the 72-hour testing 
requirement for entry into Canada,” said Mike Kuzmickas, 
CEO of Ichor. “Travel to Canada requires the accuracy and 
confidence that you get with a certified lab run RT-PCR 
test, which is what our program provides. This is the same 
test used for international travel to countries that don’t 
specifically require nasalpharangeal swabs, and is also an 
approved test for Air Canada’s Hawaii Travel program.”
Ichor has been conducting virtual PCR testing since 

September 2020, and has recently made improvements to 
its logistics operations, which has alllowed the company 
to scale up and launch the program to a larger service area. 
The cost of the program is $225 per person, plus a $30 
shipping fee per order, which is waived for 3 or 4 person 
kit orders.
Online sales start January 13th, and customers will also 

have the ability to purchase kits at select DrugSmart 
Pharmacy locations and Ichor Blood Services office 
locations beginning February 15th. DrugSmart Pharmacy 
has a location in Pearson International Airport to service 
outbound passengers, and is working with Ichor to get 
vending machines set up at other airports around the 
country.
How the Virtual COVID-19 PCR Testing Program Works
Before leaving Canada, travellers can purchase 1 to 4 

person test kits at remotecovidtesting.ca   Purchased kits 
are mailed to the customer and brought with them with 
them to their US destination. Each kit contains the number 
of saliva collection devices purchased and instructions 
on how to register and schedule a video witnessing 
appointment. Shipping instructions and pre-paid return 
shipping labels addressed to Stage Zero are also included. 
Travellers are encouraged to purchase their kits well in 
advance of their trip.
Returning to Canada
To return to Canada, travelers need to provide a saliva 

sample 72 hours prior to their departure. To meet this 
requirement, travellers will be required to participate in 
an online video meeting with mobile phlebotomists/nurses 
to complete their test. Once competed and witnessed, 
travelers will need to package their sample(s) and drop 
them off at an authorized FedEx location. To prevent 
unauthorized, unwitnessed shipments, participants will 
be given a randomized 3 letter code that changes daily to 
write on their specimen label as a way of letting the lab 
know the sample has been verified.
Results will be emailed directly to travelers via encrypted 

email in 24-60 hours, at which point they will be able to 
board their flight home. 
More information about the program can be found at 

https://remotecovidtesting.ca   
About Ichor Blood Services
Ichor is an Alberta based, private lab specimen collection 

company that provides private asymptomatic Covid-19 
testing in Alberta, Ontario, and New Brunswick, offers 
embassy approved tests for travel to China, and is also 
a referred test provider for Air Canada’s Hawaii travel 
program. The company’s corporate client base also 
continues to grow as the need for Covid-19 testing is 
anticipated to extend well into 2021.
For more information visit https://ichorblood.ca.

AWARE Simcoe calls on province to 
prevent destruction of world’s purest water
 The Ontario government has granted CRH Canada a 

10-year permit to take water from the recharge site of the 
world’s purest water.
 “This is part of a continuing pattern of politicians allowing 

multi-national corporations to deplete our planet,” said 
Anne Ritchie Nahuis of AWARE Simcoe. “It has to stop!”
 In its January 15 2021 decision, posted on the 

Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO), the Ministry 
of the Environment, Conservation and Parks does not 
even touch on a key request from Tiny Township, that no 
further licenses be issued in the area until a comprehensive 
study by renowned hydrogeologist Dr. John Cherry and 
other leading groundwater experts is completed and can be 
taken into consideration.
 “These scientists want to study our water because it 

is so unique,” Ritchie Nahuis said. “The world needs to 
know what it is about the trees, the soil, the sediment - the 
geology that contributes to this amazing natural filtration 
system. We can learn from what nature has built here. But 
the province is prepared to allow its destruction.”
 AWARE Simcoe calls on Ontario Environment Minister 

Jeff Yurek and Natural Resources Minister John Yakabuski 
to take control of the situation, and halt any action until the 
Cherry study is completed. 
 Ritchie Nahuis also appealed to local MPPs Don Downey 

and Jill Dunlop for their support.
 “This is the water First Nations, cottagers, local residents 

and supporters from across the province fought to protect,” 
she added, noting that wells in the area have been tested 
for 20 years by Dr. William Shotyk of the University of 
Alberta and found to produce the cleanest water on record, 
cleaner than 4,000-year-old Arctic ice.
 In 2009, the groundswell of opposition halted construction 

of the Site 41 landfill site. 
 But at around that time, problems began to show up in 

some of the area’s spring-fed, naturally flowing wells. This 
was when owner KJ Beamish Construction Ltd. gained 
provincial approval for an expansion of the quarry on 
French’s Hill, the upland area that provides the filtration 
that makes the water exceptional.
 For the first time, Ritchie Nahuis said, residents near 

the pit who rely on groundwater began reporting elevated 
silt in wells, local streams and springs, and fluctuations 
in groundwater levels. “First there was a decline and then 
some major occurrences of flooding,” she said. “These 
concerns were largely ignored by the province.”
 This created a lot of hardship for area residents, she 

added.  “Even though the connection between the pit 
operation and the impacts on wells is disputed by the 
province and the pit owners, reports from geoscientist Wilf 
Ruland demonstrate links between the commencement of 
aggregate washing & operations at the Teedon Pit and issues 
in regards to process, accountability and inaccurate data.”
 The environment and natural resources ministries have 

steadfastly supported continued expansion of the aggregate 
operations for Sarjeants, KJ Beamish Construction Ltd, 
and Cedarhurst Quarries. And now CRH Canada Inc., 
headquartered in Dublin, Ireland, has applied for another 
expansion.
 A total of 5,246 submissions were received from the 

public regarding the CRH application.
 In its decision on the ERO, the ministry sets aside the 

major concerns, as it sees them, expressed by the public, 
ignoring the findings of Dr. Shotyk as well as the Tiny 
Township request to await further scientific investigation. 
 Ritchie Nahuis called upon citizens to contact the ministers, 

their MPPs (across the province) and municipal councillors and 
urge them to get further licensing and expansion halted.  “We 
need to come together to save the water – again.”
 The ministry’s decision was posted on January 15, 2021. 

There is a 15-day appeal period. 
An appeal is being considered by the Federation of 

Tiny Township Shoreline Associations (FoTTSA). They 
have taken the lead in legal opposition to the CRH 
expansion, which is presently before the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal. The Canadian Environmental Law 
Association is acting on FoTTSA’s behalf.
 “Please contribute to FoTTSA’s legal fund,” Ritchie 

Nahuis said. “Saving the planet doesn’t come cheap – we 
have major forces aligned against us.”
 AWARE Simcoe is a citizens’ group that works for 

transparency and accountability in government and to 
protect water, the environment and health.
 Background data available via https://saveourwatertiny.

wordpress.com/
Interac e-transfer: fottsadonation@gmail.com
Cheque made out to FoTTSA and mailed to: Treasurer, 

42 Haslemere Road  Toronto, Ontario M4N 1X6
Any question contact lindajanea@sympatico.ca  
 Let them know what you think:
Doug Ford Premier of Ontario – 
doug.ford@pc.ola.org 416-325-1941
MPP Jill Dunlop , Simcoe North – 
ill.dunlopco@pc.ola.org Tel 705-326-3246
MPP Doug Downey 
doug.downeyco@pc.ola.org Tel. 705-726-5538
Hon. John Yakabuski Ministry of Natural Resources & 

Forestry minister.mnrf@ontario.ca  Tel 416-314-2301
Hon. Jeff Yurek Ministry of Environment, Conservation & Parks
minister.mecp@ontario.ca  Tel  416-314-6790

Non-Attachment
It has been said, (by a Buddhist thinker, no doubt), that 

life is very simple for those who have no preferences. If 
we accept that change is inevitable and do not become 
attached to specified outcomes, then there is less struggle. 
To do this, we must release any notions we have about 
being in control. 
 But wait, don't we also hear a lot about creating our own 

destiny and the importance of setting goals? Aren't we 
taught to create our vision, visualize it clearly, and to keep 
working towards it? How can both be true? It has also been 
said that truth lies at the heart of the paradox. Where is the 
heart in this paradox? 
 Well, it might be that we need difference perspectives 

at different times. If you are going to build a house, you 
need a plan, you need goals and you must keep to them, 
especially if you are scheduling sub-trades. If you want to 
change careers and continue to support your family you 
need to schedule when you will do upgrading and when 
you will leave your old job If you are planning a theme 
birthday party for your child, you can pick exactly the type 
of cake you want. These are all things over which we have 
some measure of control. You cannot, however, choose 
how the weather will be that day, if all of the invited guests 
will show up, or how they will behave.  
The Buddhist perspective serves us very well when it 

comes to those things over which we do not have control. 
We cannot control whether or for how long anyone will 
love us. We cannot stop our children from growing up, or 
the years from slipping by. We cannot control the stock 
market or interest rates. Nor can we control when others 
will die, or the outlook of our teenagers. If we try to exert 
control over these things, or become attached to certain 
outcomes, we will most definitely create stress, strain and 
struggle.  
Similarly, if we take an attitude of non-attachment to the 

timing and quality of the construction of our home, we will 
also create headaches. If we simply accept changes that 
lead to the destruction of the ecosystem and are unattached 
to the long-term implications for the planet, we are not 
acting in accordance with the highest good for all. The 
wisdom is in knowing when to hold on and when to let go, 
when to dig in and when to surrender. 
 As in all things, neither side of a polarity holds the whole 

truth. We must expand our perspective to reach a level that 
encompasses all of the parts in a complete whole. Wisdom 
arises not when we embrace one side of the paradox or 
the other, but rather when the fulcrum of the paradox rests 
right in the center of our own consciousness.
Gwen Randall-Young is an author and award-winning 

psychologist.  For permission to reprint this article, or to 
obtain books, CDs or MP3s, visit www.gwen.ca. Follow 
Gwen on Facebook for daily inspiration. 

No hysteria here
A Texas high school student arrived to take his final 

exams in a hazmat suit after his family said the district 
isn't doing enough to protect students and families from 
COVID-19. Houston teenager Mason Kalkofen showed 

up to Spring Woods High School's campus in a full suit of 
personal protective gear after the school district mandated 
that virtual learners take their final exams on the school's 

campus. "I'm having to go in a hazmat suit," Kalkofen 
said. "That way I can protect my family." The family said 

they asked the school to allow the teenager to take his 
exams virtually, but the request was refused. They said 
multiple letters have been sent home informing families 

of positive coronavirus cases at the school. Spring Branch 
Independent School District said officials "offered the 
family multiple testing options, including the option of 

the student testing alone in a room with only one proctor 
present wearing PPE. The family refused all options."
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Unionized Construction Work is Safe Work
Study confirms ‘Union Safety Effect’ on building trades 

construction sites
 TORONTO, Ont. — A unionized construction job site is 
a safer job site. 
 A new study by the Institute for Work and Health has 

found that lost-time injury claims to the Workplace Safety 
and Insurance Board (WSIB) are 31 per cent lower on 
unionized building trade construction jobs than they are in 
a non-union environment. The study, Updating a Study of 
the Union Effect on Safety in the ICI Construction Sector, 
also found that claims for severe injuries are 29 per cent 
lower on union job sites. 
 “The data doesn’t lie, and reaffirms what we have always 

suspected,” says Robert Bronk, Chief Executive Officer 
of the Ontario Construction Secretariat. “Preventable 
incidents hurt people, reduce productivity and affect 
worker morale. It is encouraging to see data that assures a 
unionized job is being done properly and safely by people 
who are fully trained in what their tasks are.”  
 The study analyzed WSIB data from more than 

50,000 companies representing 1.7 million workers 
in the Industrial, Commercial and Institutional (ICI) 
construction sector between 2012 and 2018. The study is 
a follow up to a similar analysis completed in 2015 with 
data up to 2012, with similar conclusions: unionization is 
associated with lower risks of lost-time claims including 
both musculoskeletal and the more severe critical injuries. 
 Furthermore, the updated study has found the “union 

safety effect” has strengthened over the past five years, 
when claims from unionized construction workers were 
23 per cent lower compared to unrepresented construction 
workers. 
The current study also found that as the size of the 

company grows, the incidence of claims drops, with 36 per 
cent fewer claims in unionized companies with more than 
50 employees — and the bigger firms tend to be unionized. 
 “Unionization in ICI construction results in safer 

workplaces,” says Patrick Dillon, Business Manager of 
the Provincial Building and Construction Trades Council 
of Ontario. “Building trades unions insist on a higher 
level of construction trades training, which results in safer 
workplace practices, as well as educating tradespeople 
to recognize unsafe working conditions. This results in a 
healthier and safer workplace and provides confidence that 
a unionized workforce will get a job completed on time, on 
budget and, most importantly, safely.” 
 While the researchers did not investigate why unionized 

workers are filing fewer WSIB claims, they do note that 
ICI building trades unions and their contractor partners 
make significant investments in health and safety training 
and that unionized building trades employees are more 
likely to report unsafe working conditions, refuse unsafe 
work and ensure enforcement where needed. 
 Building trades union work sites also tend to employ more 

registered apprentices and have higher journeyperson-
to-apprentice ratios according to their trade’s respective 
collective agreement. Building trades union signatory 
contractors also tend to have less worker turnover and 
longer job tenure. 
 “Strong partnerships make for safer workplaces,” says 

Wayne Peterson, Executive Director of the Construction 
Employers Coordinating Council of Ontario. “The ICI 
building trades construction sector benefits greatly from 
the joint partnerships between our contractors and their 
unions. This collaborative working relationship has made 
the unionized building trades construction sector a safety 
leader in the construction industry.”
 A webinar detailing the study, its methodology and 

findings will be held by Dr. Lynda Robson, a scientist at 
the Institute for Work and Health, on January 12th at 1 pm. 
Register to attend the session here. 
  For more information on the OCS, please visit www.

iciconstruction.com. Follow the OCS on Twitter @
OntConstSec.
 About the Ontario Construction Secretariat:
The Ontario Construction Secretariat was formed in 1993 

as a joint labour/management organization representing 25 
unionized construction trades and their contractor partners 

in Ontario's Industrial, 
C o m m e r c i a l 
and Institutional 
construction sector. 
The OCS is a 
respected organization 
that undertakes 
research that enhances 
the well-being of the 
industry, and provides 
advice and guidance 
on public policy 
matters related to the 
industry.

No TD Bank  •  No TD ATM
First, the TD Canada Trust bank was closed in Elmvale and all accounts 

transferred to a TD Canada Trust in Barrie.
At a meeting at the Elmvale Community Hall between representatives 

from the TD and many of the people that then dealt with the Elmvale TD, 
one of the reasons for closing the bank was because of the two ATMs inside 
the entrance, people were using them instead of the tellers so they were not 
as busy. Idle was a word used if my memory serves me right. They assumed 
that most business could be done through the ATMs.
The seniors, some of whom had no vehicle because Elmvale was almost a 

complete community, and others that used the bank to pay ills and withdraw 
money, not all of whom were computer literate were miffed and disappointed.
But when the bank closed, they also removed one of the two ATMs and 

put the bank up for sale. Although they have still not sold the bank building, 
they moved the ATM into the Guardian Drugs store on Queen Street. 
Although we thank Whitfield’s Drugs for offering the convenience, it was 
not as private as at the entrance to the bank and it was available only when 
the store was open.
Then in mid-November, two people broke into the drug store and in an 

attempt to open the ATM, started a fire. The Guardian Drugs has a security 
system that covers 100% of the store. The system could not have worked 
better.  The sleuths were filmed breaking into the store, their actions at the 
bank ATM were filmed showing how the fire started, their escape in a half 
ton truck that turned out to be stolen from the GTA. The culprits remain at 
large.
The convenience offered by the Guardian Drug store became a great 

inconvenience with the fire and smoke damage and has not been replaced.
In the December 23rd paper, we had correspondence between Gloria 

Woods and the TD.

Since that, she has contacted the Ombudsmans office and got this reply 
dated January 7.

Dear Ms. Woods;
 Thank you for sharing your concerns related to the decision to some of 

their TD Branch locations.
 The mandate of the Ombudsman’s Office is to review operational issues 

that occur between the Bank and its clients to ensure the Bank has adhered 
to its operating policies and procedures.  It is not within the scope of this 
office to comment on, or intervene in business decisions.  As your concerns 
relate to a business decision made in accordance with TD’s policies and 
procedures, it is outside the mandate of our office to review and we are 
unable to recommend that the Bank reconsider its decision.  
 TD offers convenient ways to banking such as EasyWeb online banking lets 

you confidently do your banking from the comfort and convenience of your 
home, 24/7.  The TD mobile apps give you the flexibility to bank, deposit 
cheques, invest and trade, or manage your insurance coverage and claims, 
all on the go. TD ATMs so that you can withdraw, deposit and use them at 
your convenience. TD contact centres are open and are in full operation.
 Contact with this office is the last stage in the Bank’s dispute handling 

process and this communication of the outcome of our review constitutes 
the termination of the attempted resolution process.  If you are not in 
agreement with the outcome of this review, and wish to appeal your case 
to the ADR Chambers Banking Ombuds Office (ADRBO) you must do so 
within 6 months of the date of this letter. You may contact them by mail 
at P.O. Box 1006 31 Adelaide Street East, Toronto, Ontario M5C 2K4 
or Telephone: 1-800-941-3655 or Toll-free fax 1-877-803-5127 and at 
contact@bankingombuds.ca or on their website at www.bankingombudsca
 Yours truly,  Dianne Tunks, Office of the Ombudsman

And Gloria responded

Ombudsman File: Response
Dear Dianne Tunks,
RE: Customer Care Case #TDCT-20-12-04625
Thank you for your reply.
I know my letter was a little history of how disappointing the service 

from the TD bank has been, but I do feel there were facts that could have 
been answered.
I think you have missed one of our important issues and that being - who 

do we talk to regarding when a replacement ATM machine will be installed 
again.  I thought you may be able to at least give us some clarification on 
that issue.
When we call the store where the ATM was in - they don’t have any answers 

& suggest we call the Barrie branch or Midland branch.
The Barrie branch told me only that it is in the works to be replaced.
It was the Customer Care department that suggested I forward this letter 

to you, however they do not seem to be aware of what  you are mandated to 
do and I was surprised that they did not dissect my letter and at least follow 
through on the ATM replacement.
We are all very aware of what people can do now with on line banking, 

however many seniors do not have this option because they do not own a 
computer or lack the confidence & trust in banking this way, or for a rural 
area, some have poor internet, etc. 
This has been a very disappointing experience with your department and 

with customer care.
As my letter stated we used to have a TD Bank and two ATM machines in 

a convenient location and accessible at all hours.  We presently have nothing 
with the exception of another companies ATM that costs everyone to use.
I will forward my letter on.
I do wonder if the Group President & Chief Executive Officer - Mr. Bharat 

Masrani,  read my letter.
Thank you, Gloria Woods

And the response dated January 11

Good Morning Ms. Woods,
 As noted in my letter, your concerns relate to a business decision made 

in accordance with TD’s policies and procedures, it is outside the mandate 
of our office to review and we are unable to recommend that the Bank 
reconsider its decision.   That said, as it is a TD ATM, they are aware of it 
being damaged/unavailable and are working towards a solution.  As noted 
below, there are other ways to do your banking with TD.
 The Ombudsman’s Office is the final step in the Customer Resolution 

Process, if you remain not satisfied, 
please follow the instructions indicated 
below which include the ADRBO’s 
contact information.
 Thank you.  Dianne Tunks (she/her/

hers) | Assistant  | TD Bank Group E: 
Dianne.tunks@td.com  F: 416 983 3460

Office of the Ombudsman, TD Centre, P.O. 
Box 1 Toronto, Ontario, M5K 1A2

Gloria has appealed the decision...

Customer Care Case for TD Canada 
Trust #TDCT-20-12-04625
Dear Sir or Madam,
I would like to appeal a decision made 

by the Ombudsman’s Office regarding a 
letter that I sent to 
Mr. Bharat Masrani, Group President 

& Chief Executive Officer.
I have attached my letter for your 

reference.
I am at a loss as to who can give me 

answers.
Customer Care Senior Manager,  

Nicholas Zapf, advised me that they 
were unable to accommodate my request 
and suggested I forward my queries on 
to TD Ombudsman.
Dianne Tunks from the office of the 

Ombudsman advised me that this issue 
was not within their mandate to handle 
and that the file was closed, however I 
could appeal the case to ADRE Chamber 
Banking Ombuds Office, which I think 
is the same department.
May I please ask you to review this 

again or maybe it can go back to 
Customer Care.
If this letter was read and clearly 

understood, I have difficulty why no one 
can at least follow through and find out 
1. why we only have one ATM, and 2. 
when the replacement ATM, that was 
damaged will be installed.  What was 
TD Canada Trust decision on taking 
away the Bank, plus one of two ATM 
machines.
I agree and understand all the 

convenience online banking and TD 
mobile apps offer, however this does 
not help the seniors who more often 
take money out of the bank and need 
the ATM machine  Also we have a high 
school and two elementary schools, so 
our young people need the convenience 
of an ATM machine.
At this time our people who shift work, 

cannot use the ATM in Elmvale because 
of the hours it is not accessible.  This too 
is a problem.
I know if the TD Canada Trust people 

were to approach our Township Council 
- they would help make banking in 
Elmvale more convenient for all.   
After being the only bank here for over 
100 years, surely a collaborated decision 
could resolve a better solution for this 
community.
May I please ask that my letter go to 

the proper people who can answer these 
questions.
Sincerely,
Gloria Woods
705-543-1987

So in Elmvale, a growing community 
with two subdivisions and other zonings 
(i.e. 24 unit apartment building) offering 
more than 2-300 extra residences/bank 
users, a village with three schools, 
numerous seniors - a new seniors 
residence with over 80 units -  many 
restaurants and businesses, the citizens 
have to drive to Barrie or Wasaga Beach 
for banking services.
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Obituary
BROOKS, Irma 
Thelma "Peggy" 
- Passed away 
peacefully at Campbell 
House Hospice in 
Collingwood on 
Wednesday, January 
6, 2021. Peggy Brooks 

of Tiny Beaches in her 88th year. Beloved 
wife of the late Don Brooks. Dear mother 
of Susan (Richard) Kirkman of Innisfil. 
Pre-deceased by her parents and siblings. 
She will be missed by her friends, Lisa, 
Lerenda, and her many friends in Edmore 
Beach. Peggy was a long time employee 
of Bell Canada.
Cremation followed by a spring interment 
at the 6th line cemetery in Innisfil.
Memorial donations in Peggy's memory 
may be made to the Elmvale Food Bank 
or Campbell House Hospice.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to 

www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

DAVIES, Valerie  - 
Valerie Davies, age 
78, gently passed away 
on January 2, 2021.  
Valerie was the loving 
life partner of William 
Gard of Orr Lake, 
Ontario.  A cherished 
mother of John Davies, 

Robert Davies (Sharlene Davies), Ann 
Laurin (Norman Laurin), and Eileen 
Davies.  Valerie was a loving grandmother 
to Tabitha Davies (Isreal Rivera), Patrick 
Davies, Jackie Ulker (Derin Ulker), Sarah 
Davies, Meagan Davies, Audrey Davies, 
and Emma Davies.  Valerie was also an 
endearing great grandmother to William 
Davies, Joshua Davies, Ella Ulker, 
Madelin Rivera, Hannah Ulker, and soon 
to arrive, Amelia Rivera.
Valerie made many wonderful memories 
with her family, friends and community in 
which she lived.  She had a compassionate 
spirit that radiated in her interactions with 
those she knew or encountered.  Valerie 
believed in the power of humanity and 
dignity. She gave of herself in great depth 
to her family and was always available 
for a laugh, a tear, or a supportive talk.  
Valerie will be missed a prodigious 
amount.
In lieu of flowers the family has asked 
that donations could be arranged with 
The Canadian Association of MAID 
assessors and Providers at camap.office@
gmail.com (or call 250-592-4710)
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to 

www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

DUNN, Douglas 
Harold - Passed 
away suddenly 
and peacefully at 
the Georgian Bay 
General Hospital in 
Midland on Sunday, 
January 10, 2021.  
Doug Dunn of Elmvale in his 86th year.  
Beloved husband of Dianne Dunn.  Dear 
father of Douglas (Kelly) Dunn, and the 
late Robert “Bobby” (survived by Jeanie) 
Dunn.  He will be sadly missed by Dianne's 
children, Mark (Lesley) Shields, and 
Karen (Steven) McRae-Stewart.  Doug 
will be fondly remembered by his many 
grandchildren and great grandchildren.  
Pre-deceased by his siblings, Clarence 
Dunn, Bernice Rutledge, Velma Seamen, 
and Robert Dunn.  Doug was a long time 
employee of CN Rail, and proud to be in 
his 45th year as a Royal Canadian Legion 
Member.
A Celebration of Doug's Life will be held 
at a later date.
If desired, memorial donations may be 
made to the charity of your choice.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to 

www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

KENNEY, Claudia (nee Rosset) 
– Sept. 15, 1923– Jan. 11, 2021
Passed away peacefully and with 
family by her side at her home in 
Phelpston on Monday, January 11, 
2021, at the age of 97. Predeceased 
by her husband Francis Kenney. 
Much loved mother to Charles 
(Kathleen), Anne, Mary, the late 
Ross (survived by Marie), Lisa 
and Geoff (Heather). She is now reunited with her 
babies Joseph and Theresa. Loving grandmother to 
Ryan (Jamie), Melissa (Gavin), Thomas, Kyle, Quinton 
(Shannon) and great grandmother to Kaitlyn, Madison, 
Morgan, McKay and Kinley. Dear sister of Charles 
(Ghislaine) and Guy (Emmy). She is predeceased by 
siblings Andre (survived by Louise), Beatrice (Joe), 
Blanche and Solange and her in-laws Anne (Bill), 
Theresa (Bill), Eileen, Jim (Eileen) and Hugh (Helen). 
Aunt Claudia will be forever remembered by many 
nieces, nephews, neighbours and friends. In her early 
years she worked as a Registered Nurse in St. Boniface, 
Manitoba and at Red Cross Blood Donor Clinic. She 
is fondly remembered as a French teacher at both St. 
Patrick’s and Our Lady of Lourdes Schools in later 
years. Claudia volunteered her time and enjoyed 
participating with St. Patrick’s CWL (Past President), 
St. Patrick’s Church Choir (Leader), Elmvale Library 
Board, Elmvale Food Bank and Flos Woman’s Institute.
A private Funeral Mass will be held on Friday, January 
15, 2021.  Spring interment will take place at St. 
Patrick’s Cemetery.
If you would like to pay a special tribute to Claudia her 
family requests that you light a candle and say a prayer 
in her honour.
In lieu of flowers please consider a memorial donation 
to St. Patrick’s Church, 1600 Flos Rd 4 W, Phelpston, 
ON L0L 2K0

Expressions of sympathy may be sent through 
www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

Marie Laurine Storey (Kidd) 1947 to 2021
The Storey family must announce 
the passing of the infamous gram on 
Friday January 15th, 2021.  Loved 
by so many outside of our family, 
and cherished and loved so deeply 
within it.  She is survived by her 
husband Robert William Storey, her 
three children Colleen, Rob, Sheila 
and (husband Sid Gendron), 8 
grandchildren, Jeffrey, Sacha, Laura, 
Emily, Jocelyn, Robbie, Rachel and 
Anna, 5 great grandchildren, Lily, 

Tyler, Sadie, Mason and Benjamin. 
There is no one that could leave a greater void, we will 
all miss her so much.
Donations in Marie’s name can be made to the Elmvale 
Lioness or the Elmvale Food Bank.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to 
www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

AnneMarie Calhoun (Nee Bowen) - 1983-2021 
Annie passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 
January 6th, 2021 at 5:45a.m. at Hospice Huronia 
surrounded by loved ones after a courageous 
battle with Metastatic Breast Cancer for 2 and 
a half years.  Loving wife and best friend to 
Matthew of 14 years, amazing mom to Parker, 
Forrest, Molly and Behr.  Beloved daughter of 
Jim and Yvonne Bowen, and daughter-in-law 
of Bill and Irene Calhoun. Cherished sister 
of Colleen (Tom), James (Gordon), Keverne 
(Steve) and Nadine (Ryan). Sister-in-law to Tina 
(Shaun). Beautiful Aunt to Adrianna, Landon, 
Isaak, Jack, Jeffrey, Jada, Jack and Thomas. 
Predeceased by her niece Olivia.  She will be 
lovingly remembered by her aunts, uncles, 
cousins and many friends who became her extended family.  A private 
family service will be held, with a celebration of life to follow when 
covid-19 regulations allow. Arrangements entrusted to Nicholls Funeral 
Home. Memorial donations may be made to Hospice Huronia or The 
Royal Victoria Cancer Centre.
JOHNSTON, ROSS GLEN - With heavy hearts 
we announce the passing of Ross Glen Johnston 
after a 3 year courageous battle with cancer. 
Passed away on January 15, 2021 with his family 
by his side in his 26th year. Dear son of Bill and 
Michelle Johnston of Penetanguishene. Brother 
of Billie-Anne Johnston (Patrick Decourcy) 
and Jessica (Patrick) Kinney. Uncle to his two 
nieces, Hadley and Lennox. Ross will be missed 
by his many aunts, uncles, and cousins.
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
Memorial donations to the Cancer Society would be appreciated.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com
LeBlevec, June Alberta (nee McNabb) - Passed away, peacefully at 
her home in Port Coquitlam, BC on December 31, 2020 surrounded by 
her loving family, daughter Nancy (Shawn), sons Bob (Sue) and Paul 
(Robin) and her grandchildren. June, in her 90th year, was the daughter 
of the late Doug and Cora McNabb of Edenvale.  She is lovingly 
remembered by her sister Dorothy Dunn, her brother Alec McNabb 
(Barb) and sister-in-law Vera McNabb (late Ken McNabb).  She will 
be missed by her nieces and nephews in “the east”.  June loved to visit 
her family “back home” and maintained friendships with cousins and 
school chums in the area.

Everyone knows that room temperature 
is about 70 degrees F, but is there a 

room humidity?
Answer: There is. Many home dehumidifier 
manufacturers set their units to work toward 
a humidity level of about 40 percent at 70 
degrees. At a lower level, breathing can 
become difficult; at a higher level, mold 

can grow.
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Servicing 
Simcoe County 
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3 service TrUcks- no waiting

Year round service and construction!

Events
Let’s rebuild the events column. COVID had shut 
down many of the events we had before but we are 
adapting. Check here for daily/weekly happenings.

As we are abiding by the lock down restrictions 
currently in place due to the pandemic and in the 

interest of public safety, Elmvale Presbyterian Church 
is unable to hold Let's Do Lunch Thur. Jan. 14.

We hope that by February 11th things will open up 
again and we can safely offer you your take-out soup 
and sandwiches. Check  the Feb. 4th edition of the 
paper for an announcement one way or the other. 

Until then, stay safe.

Get ‘Em Out, Get ‘Em Up, Get ‘Em 
Fed, Write ‘Em Down… Rawhide!

Posted on January 18, 
2021 by Beef Research3
It’s called calving 

difficulty for a reason. 
They’re difficult to 
deliver, it’s difficult for 
the calf to survive, it’s 
difficult to watch it die, 
and it’s difficult to lose 
the $1,250 the calf could 
have sold for in fall. The 
Beef Cattle Research 
Council’s 2019 Adoption 
Rates of Recommended 
Practices by Cow-Calf 

Operators in Canada report indicated that around half of all 
preweaning death losses occur within 24 hours after birth, 
with a significant proportion of those attributed to calving 
difficulties. How you help a calf in the first few hours after 
a difficult birth is critical to determining whether it will 
survive to weaning or not.
It’s well known that providing timely calving assistance, 

effective calf resuscitation and colostrum are critical. 
But how you do these things is just as important as what 
you do. These calves have already been through a lot – 
providing the wrong kind of help can make it harder for 
them to survive. Sometimes doing the wrong thing is also 
harder for you.
In 2019, a research team led by Jennifer Pearson and 

Claire Windeyer of the University of Calgary’s Faculty 
of Veterinary Medicine studied Benchmarking Calving 
Management Practices on Western Canada Cow-Calf 
Operations. The report highlighted a few tweaks to 
common calving management practices that could 
significantly improve the survival of calves from difficult 
births.
What They Did: Producers participating in the 

Western Canadian Cow-Calf Surveillance Network were 
surveyed about how they managed pregnant cows and 
heifers throughout calving. The survey included specific 
questions about how quickly producers intervened to assist 
calving, how they resuscitated calves after assisted births, 
colostrum management and record keeping practices.
What They Learned: Half of the 97 producers that 

responded to the survey were from Alberta, with 30% 
from Saskatchewan and 20% from Manitoba. The most 
common herd size was 226 breeding females and ranged 
from 37 to 2,615.
Get ‘em out: At least one heifer or cow needed calving 

assistance on over 90% of operations. Overall, 4.9% of 
females (3.2% of cows and 13.5% of heifers) required 
calving assistance. This is a considerable improvement 
over the 12.2% reported by Dr. Cheryl Waldner in an 
earlier, larger Western Canadian study conducted in 2002.
Get ‘em up: Over 90% of producers prefer to resuscitate 

calves by rubbing them vigorously or poking the nasal 
septum with straw. Those are both very good things to do. 
Alarmingly, 50% of producers considered hanging a calf 
upside down to be an effective option to help resuscitate it. 
Don’t do that. It makes things worse. When a calf is hung 
upside-down, the fluid that comes out is from the stomach, 
not the lungs. In fact, if you hang a calf upside-down, its 
guts press down on its lungs and make it harder to breathe. 
Why hurt your back to suffocate the calf?
Get ‘em fed: Ninety-seven per cent of producers checked 

to see if calves had received colostrum, by observing the 
calf nursing, observing whether the dam had been nursed, 
or whether the calf looked full. When supplemental 
colostrum was needed, nearly 70% used colostrum from 
cows in their own herd (ideal). Commercial colostrum 
replacers (also helpful) were less popular. Fewer than 
10% of producers sometimes used colostrum obtained 
from a dairy. Don’t do that. Dairy colostrum is dilute 
and doesn’t contain enough antibodies to protect the 
calf. Dairy colostrum can also contain costly diseases 
you don’t want (e.g. Johne’s disease). It’s important to 
note that commercial colostrum “supplements” are less 
concentrated than “replacers.” When producers are using 
powdered products, read the label to determine how many 
packages are needed to meet the recommended 100 to 200 
grams of immunoglobulin G (IgG) required by a newborn 
calf.
Write ‘em down: Calving records commonly included 

birth date (95%), calf identification (90%), and calving 
ease (74%). Aggressive behavior, udder conformation and 
mis-mothering were rarely recorded, but were among the 
most frequent reasons for culling. Records are much more 
reliable than your memory, especially with large herds. 
More complete calving records will help you cull the right 
cows and select the right replacement heifers in fall.
So What … Does This Mean to Me? The first few hours 

of a calf’s life had a big impact on whether it survived 
to weaning and sold for $1,250 last fall. Calves that 
experience a difficult birth are more likely to get sick and 
die before weaning. Whether they’re assisted or not, calves 
that experience a difficult birth are slower to get up, slower 
to nurse, may consume less colostrum, and have a harder 
time absorbing the antibodies. Properly resuscitating a calf 
can help it get going faster, but please don’t make things 
worse by hanging it upside down. Save your back and give 

it a rubdown instead. Colostrum replacers can be good 
insurance, but don’t use dairy colostrum. Write problems 
down when you observe them, before you forget, and use 
those records to make better decisions in fall. There are no 
one-size fits-all solutions to guarantee a successful calving 
season. But some ‘solutions’ never work.
Your vet can provide additional practical advice and 

suggestions for saving calves. And if you’re subscribed to 
the BCRC Blog, you’ll get practical calving season tips in 
your inbox this week, including a video that demonstrates 
recommended resuscitation techniques.

The Beef Cattle Research Council is funded by the 
Canadian Beef Cattle Check-Off. The BCRC partners 

with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, provincial beef 
industry groups and governments to advance research 
and technology transfer supporting the Canadian beef 

industry’s vision to be recognized as a preferred supplier 
of healthy, high quality beef, cattle and genetics.
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UPCOMING AUCTIONS 
January Multi Consignor Auction, Guelph - Jan. 24-28 
Estate of Douglas C. Bridge, Guelph - Jan. 31-Feb. 4 
Estate of Elfriede Freese, Barrie - Feb. 7-11 
Prominent Brantford Home - Feb. 14-18 
Prominent Estate Jewellery Auction #2, Guelph - Feb. 21-25 
Waterdown Family Moving Sale - TBD 

  Celebrating 37 years in the auction industry!  
10 years experience with online auctions -  
850 auctions, 210,000+ items sold online! 

A Division of David Moore & Associates Inc. Auctions & Appraisals  705-722-6217 

Full auction listings & information at  
rapid-sell.ca 

Ontario Supporting Horse Businesses 
Impacted by COVID-19

Investment will help keep animals safe and cover 
maintenance costs

The Government of Ontario is investing up to $3 
million through the Equine Hardship Program to help 
horse experience businesses cover animal maintenance 
costs incurred from COVID-19 disruptions. During the 
pandemic many horse experience activities, such as riding 
schools, trail ride operations, and horse camps have been 
unable to operate, which has put these businesses and their 
horses in jeopardy.
“COVID-19 has disrupted many of the activities offered 

by horse experience operators making it challenging for 
some to care for their animals this winter,” said Ernie 
Hardeman, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs. “Our investment of $3 million will allow these 
businesses to keep up with the costs of animal care so they 
can maintain their horses and be ready for when activities 
can start up again.”
The Equine Hardship Program, launching on January 

18, 2021, will provide individual businesses offering 
horse related experiences up to $2,500 per horse up to a 
maximum of $20,000 in financial support to help cover 
direct costs for feed, water, veterinary care and farrier 
services needed to maintain horses.
“Ontario Equestrian would like to thank Minister 

Hardeman, and the Ontario government for their dedication 
and support of the equine sector over the past months,” said 
Tracey McCague-McElrea, Executive Director of Ontario 
Equestrian. “This funding announcement will certainly 
provide much needed relief to our business owners and 
equine farmers who have fought to maintain their herds 
since the beginning of the pandemic and we look forward 
to on-going collaboration with the government to ensure 
sustainability and growth for the sector.”
Horse experience businesses will be eligible for funding 

if they earned at least 50 per cent of their revenue in 
2019 from horse experience activities, their 2020 revenue 
was less than half of what was earned in 2019 due to the 
pandemic, and they attest they are facing hardship as a 
result of COVID-19 that will make it difficult to care for 
the horses.
The Equine Hardship Program was specifically designed 

for horse experience businesses that are not eligible for 
other agriculture related programs that help farmers 
manage risk such as the Risk Management Program and 
AgriStability.
The funding is in addition to the government initiatives 

launched this year to assist the agriculture sector in meeting 
challenges related to the COVID-19 outbreak, including:
The $25.5 million Agri-food Prevention and Control 

Innovation Program to help reduce disruptions in business 
operations and risks of COVID-19 exposure in the 
workplace;
The launch of a portal to connect farms and other agri-

food sector business with labour needs to job seekers;
The creation of a $26.6 million Enhanced Agri-food 

Workplace Protection Program in partnership with the 
federal government;
The investment of an additional $50 million into the 

Risk Management Program for 2020, one year earlier than 
originally promised.
Quick Facts
• There are approximately 150 horse experience 

businesses in Ontario including more than 50 horse 
camp or trail ride operations, at least 15 carriage 
operators, at least 14 therapeutic riding centres and 
many riding schools. These businesses also include 
horse drawn carriage or sleigh rides.

• Under the Equine Hardship Program, costs incurred 
between March 17, 2020 and February 28, 2021 
will be eligible. Enrollment and claim forms will 
be accepted until March 12, 2021, or while program 
funding remains available, whichever comes first.

• Eligible business owners may be provided up to 
$20,000 (total) to maintain horses used to provide 
these experiences. A cap of $2,500 per eligible 
animal will be applied.

• To learn more and apply to the Equine Hardship 
Program, visit http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/
about/equinehardship.htm

Enhancing Public Health and 
Workplace Safety Measures in the 

Provincewide Shutdown
• COVID-19 morbidity (illness) and mortality (death) 
are at the highest levels since the start of the pandemic.
• Growth in COVID-19 cases has accelerated and is 
over 7% on the worst days.
• Daily mortality is increasing under current restrictions 
and is projected to double from 50 to 100 deaths per day 
between now and end of February.
• Escalating case counts have led to increasing 
hospitalization rates and ICU occupancy which has 
resulted in further disruptions to scheduled surgeries 
and procedures. ICU occupancy is now over 400 beds 
and is projected to be approximately
500 beds by mid-January/approximately 1,000 beds by 
early February in more severe, but realistic scenarios.
• Despite restrictions, a substantial minority of people in 
high-rate regions are acting in a way that will increase 
COVID-19 transmission.
• Urgent action is required to significantly reduce the 
number of contacts people are having, in order to:
o Prevent extensive illness and death
o Protect our health care system; and
o Resume in-person learning in schools.

I like living. I have sometimes been wildly, despairingly, 
acutely miserable, racked with sorrow, but through it all 
I still know quite certainly that just to be alive is a grand 

thing. --Agatha Christie 

Where did the term “on the wagon” originate to mean 
abstaining from alcohol?

Answer: This phrase first came into use at the turn of this 
century, when someone who gave up drinking alcohol 

was said to be “on the water cart”, meaning that he was 
using the services of horse-drawn water vendors instead 
of imbibing at the local saloon. By 1904, it had become 
“on the water wagon”, then shortened to “on the wagon” 

with the same intended meaning.

Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance 
to work hard at work worth doing. --Theodore Roosevelt 
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Elmvale Legion Banquet Hall. 100% Accessible. 
Specializing in weddings, all types of parties, business 

functions and community service groups. 
We can accommodate up to 125 dinner guests. 

Catering is available through the branch. 
Excellent parking. Call 705-322-1042 for a quotation.

For rent (WANTED) - apt., houses, and halls

Obituaries

FAYE ARCHER FRANKCOM
Dec.21, 1932 – January 12, 2021
There is a brand new star 
twinkling brightly in the heavens. 
Our dear Mom has completed 
the last leg of her life’s journey 
in her 89th year. She has now 
been happily re-united with 
her husband Ron, as well as, 
many other family members and 
friends. Those of us still here are 
very proud of her, for her many 
and varied lifetime accomplishments, and are thankful 
she is finally at peace. We know that she will continue to 
look over us and guide us from above, as she did when 
she was with us here on earth.
Mom was born in a log cabin, her mother’s ancestral 
home, just outside of Madoc ON. She grew up in 
Toronto, and because her dad was a constable in the 
O.P.P., the family was transferred first to Barrie, and 
then to Elmvale, in 1947. Her father, James Freeman, 
was the area’s first O.P.P. officer, and her mom Annie, 
ran the police radio out of the back woodshed. She 
enrolled in Elmvale High School upon her arrival, 
where she met her future husband and father of their 
three boys, Frank Archer. They were married in April 
of 1953. Mom remarried in 1979 to Ron Frankcom, and 
after living in Midland for many years, in 1992, they 
returned to Elmvale, to be closer to family.
Mom was a school teacher by trade, but took leave for 
a while, to raise her family. She resumed her full-time 
teaching career in the late seventies and officially retired 
in 1990. Throughout her life she was always helping 
others. She delivered meals on wheels, and was a long 
time volunteer at the local food bank. She was a very 
active and devoted member of St. John’s United Church. 
Her and Ron supported several charities and had no less 
than three foster children from third world countries. 
She loved to sing and belonged to the Elmvale Choral 
Group. As well, she was an avid curler, and of course 
with 3 boys, she was an enthusiastic hockey mom, and 
spent countless hours at the arena, cheering her boys 
on (and later, grandsons) and volunteering at the booth.
Mom leaves behind five boys: Ric (Darlene Valender), 
Mark (Ann Columbus) and Jeff (Kelly Stoddart) 
Archer as well as, Steve (Gameba) and Murray (Krista) 
Frankcom. Mom was an especially loving and caring 
grandmother, who bestowed her virtues of kindness 
and compassion upon her grandchildren. They include: 
Jennifer (Steve) MacKenzie, Christie (Mitch) Archer, 
Stefanie (Chad) Archer-Weir, Jazmin (Josh) Archer, 
Rick Archer Jr., Hannah (Jesse) Archer, Taylor (Shawna) 
Archer and Maitlin Archer. The Frankcom side of the 
family includes Dylan (Nicole), Wendel (Stella), Zoe, 
and Alexa. Surviving mom is her sister Valerie Freeman 
(Maurice O’Hallarn). She was predeceased by her sister 
Marilyn (the late Doug Wright).
Her great-grandchildren line-up includes: Quinn and 
Bree MacKenzie, Jack Roberts, Zaylia Fields, Bree and 
Bryson Weir, Ace Archer, Braxton Frankcom and more 
on the way.
You will always be in our thoughts and hearts.
Godspeed Mom. We love you
Memorial donations to Elmvale & District Food Bank, 
62 Yonge St. N., Elmvale, ON L0L1P0, would be 
appreciated by the family.

Messages of sympathy can be sent to 
www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

ROBERTSON, Edward John 
"Ted" - It is with great sadness 
that we announce the sudden 
passing of Edward Robertson 
(Ted) age 68.  Survived by his 
loving companion Karren Miller 
and her daughter Karri.  Also 
survived by his brother Brian of 
Port Alberni, British Columbia, 

and his Aunt Betty and Uncle John of Bluewater.  
Predeceased by his mother Joy and father Wilbur, sister 
Susan, and brother Joe.  Ted will be missed by his many 
nieces and nephews.
Special thank you to Dr. Savage, OPP officer Rob 
Griffin of Huronia West Detachment, and Ken Sauve of 
Sharodon Sands Motel.
Donations to the Heart and Stroke Foundation would be 
greatly appreciated.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to 
www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

Announcements
Upcoming Virtual AGM

Flos Agricultural Society (aka Elmvale Fall Fair) will 
be holding their Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 

Tuesday January 26th, 2021 
from 7:30 - 8:30 pm, via Zoom. 

If you were a voting member in Jan 2020, you are 
invited to “attend” the upcoming AGM, 

from the comfort of your home.
Watch your email for further instructions, OR 

call Linda Murray at 705-322-5067, after Jan 10th.

Elmer Norman Alexander McFadden
Died peacefully in his 92nd year 
at home on the farm where 
he was born, surrounded 
by his children.  Beloved 
husband of the late Evelyn 
Georgina Hunter, father of 
Anne (Jerry) Ververs, David 
(Donna), Carol (Ron) Swain, 
and Eric. Beloved grandfather 
of Jenna (Joel), Matthew 
(Toddia), Jamie (Jenny), 
Gillian (Chris), Alex (Amy), Amanda, Ron (Susie), 
Curtis (Alicia), Brandon (Kera), Kyle (Anya), Laura, 
Cullen and Lundenne.  Great-grandpa to 17 great-
grandchildren.  He will be greatly missed by numerous 
nieces and a nephew, as well as extended family and 
friends.
Elmer was born in 1929 and raised on the 10th concession 
of Flos Township, and had his first date with his wife, 
Evelyn, at the Elmvale Fall Fair.  They were married 
in 1954 and moved to Schomberg where Elmer taught 
in a two room school house.  He stayed in touch with 
a number of students from that school, some of whom 
attended their 65th wedding anniversary celebration 
in 2019.  Elmer and Evelyn moved to Woodbridge in 
1959 where Elmer taught at Woodbridge Public School 
and became principal the following year.  He would 
remain there as principal until 1976, after which he was 
principal at Royal Orchard Public School in Thornhill 
until he retired in 1984.  Elmer and Evelyn then moved 
back to Elmvale to live on the farm where he was born. 
Throughout his years in Woodbridge, Elmer also was 
involved in the Ontario Minor Hockey Association, 
as a coach, then a regional representative, and 
eventually President of the OMHA, a position he held 
proudly.  When he retired to Elmvale, it was not long 
until he became highly involved in the community 
joining the Elmvale Fall Fair Board.  Before long, he 
was President of the Fair Board.  Even after his stint 
as President, he stayed involved with the fair until 
2019.  As well, he was on the Cemetery Board for 
Allenwood Cemetery from 1990 until 2020.  His 
passions also included curling in his retirement, which 
he did until March of 2020 when the season was cut 
short.  He and his wife also regularly attended Bayshore 
Senior’s Club Events including euchre night where he 
donated his sweet corn and other produce as prizes.
At home on the farm, Dad threw himself into the farming 
life.  He raised beef cattle, cash crops, and worked to 
improve the farm.  He was deeply appreciative of his 
eldest son, David, joining him in his love for farming 
and slowly taking over all of the farm work. 
In July of 2020, Dad was told of the return of cancer.  He 
fought hard, taking radiation in efforts to slow it, but it 
took him eventually, less than four months after losing 
the love of his life, Evelyn.   We know that they are 
enjoying their reunion, dancing the night away.
 A private family service will be held on Friday, January 
22, 2021. You may view the service via YouTube: 
Search- Lynn Stone Funeral Home starting at 12:50 pm.
We want to thank Dr. Jeff Golisky as well as all those 
who assisted with the care of Elmer over the past six 
months.   Donations in his memory can be made to 
the Canadian Cancer Society or the Elmvale Curling 
Association.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to www.
lynnstonefuneralhome.com

Pownall, Leonard George 
- Passed away peacefully 
at Tomkins House-Hospice 
Huronia on Sunday, January 
10, 2021 at the age of 88.  
Predeceased by his loving wife 
Gail (nee Morphet).  Dear father 
of Sharon Johnston (Richard), 
Linda, Ron and Dale. Loving 
grandfather of Katie and Hunter 

Pownall.  Predeceased by his parents George and Alice 
Pownall. Also predeceased by his siblings.  If desired, 
memorial donations to Tompkins House or Severn Sound 
Environmental Association (Tree Seedling Distribution 
Program) would be appreciated.  Messages of condolence 
will be received at leclaircremationcentre.ca

Midhurst Snowman Contest
A new year means new contests and the Midhurst 

Community Recreation Association is excited to be once 
again engaging residents and spreading community 
cheer through the Midhurst Snowman Contest.
Throughout January and February, we are 

encouraging residents to submit a photo of their 
snowman, snowwoman or other snow creation to 
MidhurstScarecrowContest@gmail.com to be featured 
on our website. 
Starting February 13, you can visit our contest page to 

vote for your favourite entries or invite your friends to 
vote for your snowman. Winners will be announced on 
Family Day (February 15) and the top three submissions 
will receive some awesome local prizes:
1st place — $30 to Linda’s Eating Place and Coffee 

Shop
2nd place — $20 to Canton Restaurant
3rd place — $10 to Naked Cake Bakery
To submit your photo or learn more, email us at 

MidhurstSnowmanContest@gmail.com or visit our 
contest page at MidhurstON.ca/snowmancontest.
We look forward to seeing your submission!

On January 24, we remember 
and celebrate the life of Deloris 
Elizabeth Marley (nee Murphy) 
of Phelpston. Deloris passed 
away peacefully with her family 
by her side on January 24, 2010 
after losing her battle to cancer. 
As an RPN for 40 years, she spent 
her life caring and giving back to 
others who needed it most Her 
demanding ambitions did not 
slow her down, as her strong 
will allowed for her compassion 

to extend beyond the hospital walls. She always went 
above and beyond for her family and friends,  deeply 
loving and supporting those around her. 
Deloris’ spirit is kept alive through the memories of 
the people she has touched so deeply. We remember our 
Mom as she is greatly missed but never forgotten. 

Love Lesley, Denine and Barry 

Stewart Jamieson – January 14, 2018
Though your smile has gone forever

And your hand we cannot touch.
We have so many memories
Of the one we love so much.

Your memory is our keepsake,
With which we’ll never part.
God has you in His keeping.
We have you in our hearts.

Love Always, 
Myrtle, Paul, Patsy, Peggy & Ken & Families

In Memorial

ken arcHer 
PainTinG
Over 25 years experience painting & wallpapering

Call Ken 705-727-8313
My husband was waterskiing when he fell into the river. 
As the boat circled to pick him up, he noticed a hunter 
sitting in a duck boat in the reeds. My husband put his 

hands in the air and joked, "Don't shoot!"  
The hunter responded, "Don't quack."

Replace your expensive Dry Shampoo  
Replace expensive store-bought dry shampoo with this 
DIY version you can make for pennies! Mix equal parts 
corn starch and baking soda in a bowl. Add a few drops 
of lavender essential oil, mix well, then funnel into a salt 
shaker. Sprinkle mixture onto your roots and work into 

scalp with fingers to freshen up your hairstyle on the go.
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705-791-0096 
 Siersmasonry.com

RESTORATION &
CUSTOM WORK
CHIMNEY 
FIREPLACE 
BRICK 
NATURAL STONE 
 ANYTHING & EVERYTHING MASONRY

new or renovating? check us out!

54 Queen st w, elmvale
705-515-0133

   • Cabinets   • Countertops      • Hardware
   •  Vanities       • Tiles                   • Faucets

1100 Flos Road 4 West, Phelpston
Complete Repair & Maintenance service

Cars, Trucks & Trailers
Motor Vehicle Inspection Station

Clean & Modern Facility
Quality Workmanship in Every Job

Marc Schutt  •  Tel: 705-322-4301
Fax: 705-322-3027

Email: twoguysautomotive@hotmail.com

Bears in my Lifetime:  by Ed Donnelly
Vespra.
I do not ever remember seeing any bears around the farm 

growing up or hearing of any around until one time the 
neighbors who lived close by, were in the bush cutting 
wood in the winter. The bush was the Minesing swamp 
off the 12 concession of Vespra. They found a den in the 
spring of the year and shot the mother thinking that it was 
a male I guess, anyway there was 2 small cubs left as 
orphans. The newspaper came out and did a story on this 
and took pictures and they got reprimanded and warned 
not to do that again. The wife of one of the neighbors took 
care of the cubs, but one died and the other was raised as 
far as I remember. That would have been around 1953.
Barrie                                     
Across from central collegiate in Barrie in 1956 was a 

zoo that kept a bear, he was full size.
Midhurst.
There was always a bear out at Springwater park in 

Midhurst that we would go and see him come out of 
hibernation each spring. I would take him a honey 
sandwich each visit. 
Algonquin Park.
The next time I seen a bear was in Algonquin Park in 1970. 

This one was in the wild and had 2 cubs with her. The story 
starts like this. Eight of us went on a fishing trip and we 
only had 3 canoes, so two stayed in camp each day to drop 
off and pick up the other six. My partner on this trip was 
Tom Cairns. At the prearranged time we would drive down 
this deserted logging road very slow to pick up our buddies. 
Tom was riding in the passenger seat. We came around this 
corner, a mother bear and two cubs crossed in front not 20’ 
away. We were so close that the one cub climbed a small 
cedar tree when I blew the horn. The tree would only be 
4-5” diameter and 15’high. Tom said stop Ed, I want to 
catch that cub and have it for a pet. I watched in horror as 
he climbed up the tree and reached to grab the cub.
 I told him if the mother returns I am not getting out 

rescuing you so come down now before this occurs. He 
keeps on trying to grab the cub until, the cub turned around 

The plan for the Midhurst Carson Road development was first approved by the Township in 2008. The subdivision plans were approved by the Ontario Municipal 
Board in 2014 by settlement with the Township of Springwater, the County of Simcoe, Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority and all Provincial agencies. The 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment for external infrastructure was approved by the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks in November 2019 
and the Midhurst Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan was approved by the Township and Nottawasga Valley Conservation Authority in June 2020.

On December 21st, 2020, Springwater Council granted permission for Phase 1A site servicing to commence as well as tree clearing and site alteration for the utility
campus. The site servicing is the next step in preparing the site for development and home construction. This phase involves the installation of services which
includes the watermain, sanitary sewers, storm sewers, and the stormwater management pond for Phase 1A as well as commencement of the construction of the
Sales Centre near the North West corner of Carson Road and Anne identified in the below figure. Tree clearing and Site alterations will also commence on the
treatment facility lands / utility campus (located on the North side of Snow Valley Road, East of Wilson Drive). A copy of the Council resolution granting permission
can be found on the Township website at www.springwater.ca.

The site servicing is anticipated to be completed in late summer, in accordance with the approved Engineering reports and drawings filed with the Township of
Springwater and the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority and accepted by their professional internal and external peer review teams, which includes
ecologists, civil engineers, water resources engineers, planners and other experts.

Blair Seeley, CET
Developer’s Engineer
SCS Consulting Group Ltd.
Tel: 905-475-1900
bseeley@scsconsultinggroup.com

Professional engineers and geoscientists will continue to monitor the site
including the erosion and sediment control fencing around the site, and
ensure that the servicing proceeds in accordance with the approved drawings
and regulations. Site access will be from Carson Road by means of the existing
gravel surface roadways and farm roads within the property.

In accordance with Township policy, Township staff in conjunction with the
Township Engineer will oversee and monitor the construction of the works to
ensure compliance with the engineering drawings and specifications, including
environmental regulations and agency approvals.

For further information please visit:
www.springwater.ca

Midhurst Carson Road
January 2021 Update 
Work continues on the site as the first phase of the Midhurst development takes shape
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when he grabbed his hind leg and showed his teeth to Tom 
and was also squealing for its mom. Tom then came to his 
senses and got back in the car.
Shining Tree
I travelled between Caperol and Shining Tree one time on 

my dirt bike. It was about 100 miles by road, but I was 
travelling through the bush to catch up with my biker 
friends. On the sandy trail beside the Opeongo River I could 
see these rather large bear tracks. I did not want to see or 
hear or have any part of them there, because I was alone.
Canmore Alberta
Another time on my way out west in the foothills of 

the Rockies I camped out in my tent in this abandoned 
campground beside a lake on the old highway. There were 
no other tents or people present I thought. During the night 
I was awakened by this very loud and close by growl. I 
knew it was a bear although I had never heard a real one 
before. I froze and reached for my hatchet that was beside 
me and lay still and listened. Nothing more came of that, 
but in the morning, I walked down this old trail to where 
I thought the noise came from and just around the corner 
was another tent. It was torn to pieces and I seen cans of 
food with teeth holes through them the size of your thumb. 
I moved along that day to another site.
The Farm
The beekeeper who kept hives on the farm at the back 

said he got more honey from this yard than all the other six 
yards he had. Then one day he arrived and found the bear 
must have noticed the quantity also, because he had torn 
up the hives pretty good. So the beekeeper put an electric 
fence around the yard and went away, to return again in 
a few days. Well the trees being about 10 feet high or so 
were all bent & broken and the ground was dug up where 
he tried to get under the fence. It must have been a sight, 
seeing the bear clawing and pawing squealing from the 
electric charge, but he never got in.

Killarney 
My latest sighting was in Killarney Ontario on the shore 

of Georgian Bay between Parry Sound & Sudbury. On a 
drive over from the highway for World Famous Fish & 
Chips, we drove around this small settlement and seen a 
smaller size bear eating lush clover in the storage yard. He 
was not concerned about me watching and I even got up 
pretty close and took pictures maybe 15’ away. We drove 
on further and here was a full sized black bear beside the 
road in town under the apple tree and another full sized one 
back further and still another cub was present there. Wow 
four bears in town on people’s lawn, kind of scary for me. 
I think about the danger being outside in the garden or 
cutting grass or walking home and for certain the children. 

Wasaga Beach Denture Clinic
Carlos Melgarejo DD  Denturist
682 River Road West, Wasaga Beach
(705) 429-8474 / 1-800-531-6290


