
Springwater News  •  March 4, 2021  •  Edition 594  •  Phone 705.322.2249  Cell: 705.321.2653

Win Yourself a FREE Eastern Bluebird Nesting Box
John Quick is a member of the Ontario Woodlot Association. If you have a woodlot, he says, 

“I can help you improve woodlot health over the long term. I collect detailed inventory data to 
identify minor tree species that should be protected and enhanced for biodiversity. I determine 
whether a surplus of trees is compromising optimal growth and identify the diameter classes 
to thin. I write long term management plans with your objectives and conduct tree marking for 
stand improvement thinnings.” With John’s work as an arborist you could find him pruning 
fruit trees and/or removing hazardous landscape trees.
But he has another hobby.
In his free time, besides being an avid bird watcher, he builds wooden nesting boxes for native 

birds at risk.  In 2017, he celebrated Canada’s 150th birthday by giving away 150 Tree Swallow 
boxes to draw attention to pesticide overuse. 
Until recently he has been supplying the Farm View newspaper with the nesting boxes for 

their annual Spring giveaway contest.  Although the event was always a popular one, that 
publication is increasing its distribution area, and unfortunately, delivering prizes to winners 
became too labour intensive to continue.
He has approached the Springwater News. 

Because it is 2021, he has donated 21 
Bluebird Nesting Boxes for you to win. 
This is something to cheer our readers 

while we wait for our vaccinations. 
At the website “Cornell University 

Eastern Bluebird Photos” you will find 
“The eastern bluebird is a small North 
American migratory thrush found in 
open woodlands, farmlands, and orchards. The bright-blue breeding plum-
age of the male, easily observed on a wire or open perch, makes this spe-
cies a favorite of birders. The male’s call includes sometimes soft warbles 
of jeew or chir-wi, or the melodious song chiti WEEW wewidoo.”

Our contest, which includes everyone from 6 to 100+, will run in the two papers we put out 
dated March 4 and 18.  The winners will be announced in the April 1st issue for pick up shortly 
thereafter as the Eastern Bluebirds will start nesting in mid April.
You can enter twice, once for each paper.  •  What do you do?
You go through all 24 pages of this paper and find all the pictures of the Eastern Bluebird. 

Then send your answer, your name, your address and telephone number to one 
of        email to springwaternews@rogers.com

text to 705.321.2653 (BOLD)
or call 705.322.2249

If your entry isn’t successful you have the option of purchasing nesting boxes 
for the bird species listed below in John’s L.E.N.T. 
business card ad.

We have nine pictures 
of the Eastern Bluebird 
repeated numerous times 
throughout this 24 page 
paper. Find them and...
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FARMERS SUPPORT LOCAL FOOD BANKS
Tuesday, February 23, 2021, was Canadian 

Agriculture Day and farmers representing 
Simcoe County Federation of Agriculture 
recognized the work of 8 local food banks. 
The Elmvale & District Food Bank was 

pleased to host the presentation for the north 
end of Simcoe County. Dave Ritchie and Paul 
Maurice representing the Simcoe County 
Federation of Agriculture presented cheques 
in the amount of $500.00 each to Coldwater 
Food Bank, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
Penetanguishene, Stayner Food Bank and 
Elmvale & District Food Bank.   
Mayor Don Allen was also in attendance and 

praised the work of the local farmers in their 
support of the Food Banks.  
Hale Mahon, Special Assistant to Doug 

Downey, MPP, was also on hand to present 
Elmvale & District Food Bank with a certificate 
in recognition of its work in supporting 
those in need throughout the Township and 
surrounding area.
Local farmers make financial donations 

through Agricultural Commodity organizations 
who in turn deliver product to our food bank 
so we can provide balanced nutrition for 
our clients. Local farmers also donate extra 
seasonal vegetables 
on a regular basis!
We are very 

blessed to live 
in a community 
surrounded by many 
farms and we are so 

very thankful to our local farmers who give generously to 
feed all of us.   Truer words have never been spoken than 
“farmers feed cities” – and towns, and villages-the world!!  
Please remember to thank a farmer!
Elmvale & District Food Bank would also like to thank 

the residents of Minesing.   Although the community’s 
annual carnival had to be cancelled this year – Mini Fest’s 
master of ceremonies, Swampy – the community mascot 
was able to travel the streets and collect food and monetary 
donations for the Food Bank.    We thank everyone for 
their support during as we continue to navigate through 
COVID times.

Dave Ritchie – Simcoe 
County Federation of 

Agriculture

Are you …
• troubled by our declining songbirds? -
• worried about Boreal Forest warming? -
• anxious regarding deforestation in Central America? -
• fretting over pesticide overuse? -
• apprehensive of Climate Change drought? -
• stressed by Great Lakes pollution? -
• concerned about freshwater wastage? -
• depressed regarding saltwater microplastics? -
• stewing over disappearing hedgerows? -
• fearful of woodlot mismanagement? -
• bothered by the Cormorant population explosion? -

Buy a bird house for Wrens
Chickadees
Tree Swallows
Eastern Bluebirds
Wood Ducks
Buffleheads
Hooded Mergansers
Common Goldeneyes
American Kestrels
Barred Owls
Common Mergansers

L E
N T
uddite nvironmental

estbox echnologies
“Old World solutions
to modern problems”

quercus.jmjquick@gmail.com • (705) 739-9856

We can help you …
• offset your large environmental footprint
for a greener and more diverse future

• educate your children and grandchildren
about the life cycles of our native birds

• improve the wildlife habitat for birds
around your house, cottage, and farm

• empower yourself, your family, and your
friends with positive outdoor changes

• think globally and act locally (the best
approach for making a difference)

Come on birdwatchers - put your hands
together and
give it up

for L.E.N.T.

23 Queen St. W. Elmvale
705 322 2652 Shop Elmvale

Open 7 Days a Week!
Take out and delivery 
NOW AvAiLAbLE!

Hale Mohan-Special Assistant to 
Doug Downey MPP and Debra 

McLean

Gail Burns-Coldwater Food 
Bank, Debra McLean-Elmvale 

& District Food Bank and Rosey 
Heatherington-Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul, Penetanguishene

Wire mesh is attached 
below the entrance hole 
to provide better grip.

The side door allows 
for observation of egg 
laying, incubation, and 

chick development.  
All nests should be 

removed immediately 
after fledging to 

improve sanitation.

The nesting box has intake holes in its 
floor for air to rise and escape through 

vents below its roof.
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Editor’s Musings

  
 
 

 
MIDHURST 
PHARMACY 

 Let’s Talk About… 
            Pharmacist Awareness Month 

With Pharmacist Owners Jenna Lougheed and Carolyn Glover 
       March is Pharmacist Awareness Month!  Pharmacists across Canada have had a 
widely expanded scope of practice over the past decade that has us doing more than 
ever before. Highly accessible, we are an important resource to help manage your 
medication. We have the authority to adapt or renew prescriptions if your doctor is 
unavailable. Pharmacists can prescribe medication to help you quit smoking. We can 
perform comprehensive medication reviews and help manage chronic conditions like 
diabetes or hypertension. Pharmacists can administer vaccines for preventable 
diseases, improving access for patients. As always, we continue to ensure your 
medication is safe and the dose correct, offer advice on over-the-counter and natural 
health products and counsel you on your prescription.  
     Pharmacists are medication experts and so much more. We have welcomed an 
expanded role in Canada’s health care system and can provide a growing list of 
services. We have been and continue to be here for patients throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic. We invite you to reach out to us today to learn what your pharmacist can do 
for you!  
 

94 Finlay Mill Rd, Midhurst ON 
705.503.7333  | www.pharmasavemidhurst.com 
                       Offering FREE delivery  

Covid Chart in Ontario
Day Total Cases Death Resolved W/virus Tests
Apr 6 309 = 4,347 13 = 132 1624 2591
Apr 24 640 (11,184) 50 = 763 7087 5669
May 19 427 (23,384) 15 = 1919 17,889 3576
June 18 173 (32,917) 3 = 2553 28,012 2352
July 21 203 (37,942) 1 = 2753 33,617 1572
Aug 11 33 (40,194) 0 = 2786 36,456 952
Sept 12 232 (44,300) 1 = 2814 39,717 1769
Oct 13 746 (60,692) 9 = 3016 5947 36,473
Nov 16 1487 (95,496) 10 = 3371 79,295 12,830 33,351
Dec 31 3328 = 182,195 56 = 4530 156,259 21,617 63,858
Jan 19 1913 = 242,277 46 = 5479 209,183 27,615 34,531
Feb 17 847 = 288,583 10 = 6729 270,869 10,985 33,730
Feb 18 1038 - 289,621 44 = 6773 272,146 10,702 56,165
Feb 19 1150 = 290,771 47 = 6820 273,401 10,550 65,372
Feb 20 1228 = 291,999 28 = 6848 272,714 10,437 57,194
Feb 21 1087 = 293,086 13 = 6861 275,854 10,371 48,178
Feb 22 1058 = 294,144 11 = 6872 276,937 10,335 31,163
Feb 23 975 = 295,119 12 = 6884 277,939 10,335 28,802
Feb 24 1054 = 296,173 9 = 6893 279,230 10,050 54,900
Feb 25 1138 = 297,311 23 = 6916 280,324 10,071
Feb 26 1258 = 298,569 28 = 6944 281,331 10,294 64,049
Feb 27 1185 = 299,754 16 = 6960 282,315 10,497 59,416
Feb 28 1062 = 300,816 20 = 6980 283,344 10,492 48,185
Mar 1 1023 = 301,839 6 = 6986 10,570 35,000
Mar 2 966 = 302,805 11 = 6997 264,262 10,546 30,767

Elmvale is getting a cannabis store just west of Steeler’s 
Restaurant and Pub in the same building as where Remax 
has relocated. It is scheduled to open in September. The 
store manager is Drew Reynolds and the name will be 
ShinyBud. We are told there is another store by that name 
in North York. 
There are more than 269 cannabis stores open in Ontario 

and another 305 have been given the green light. There 
are more than 1,000 applications still to be processed. The 
AGCO Retail Store Authorization says they are gearing 
for the approval of 80 applications per month.

The Beer Store in Elmvale is closing on April 11th. It is 
one of the few beer stores were you went to the counter, 
ordered your product and waited while someone went out 
behind to find it and send it on the conveyor/roller out to 
the front. Most other Beer Stores are self serve.
Some were amused that a place the size of Elmvale, 

3000,  with two subdivisions growing rather quickly and 
with all the people around the village who come here to 
shop, would not have a Beer Store whereas much smaller 
places like Woodland Beach, Balm Beach, Waverley, Orr 
Lake, Craighurst, Phelpston and Minesing - to mention 
only a few - would offer that service.
There have been rumours for a couple of years that the 

Beer Store might relocate within the village. One story had 
it moving right across the street unto the empty lot where 
the Doctor’s In stood before it was ravaged by a fire.
Another had it relocating into the second 

phase of the development south of Tim 
Horton’s across from the Pharmasave.
So far, just rumours.

This is not the last publication of the Springwater News.
The Covid lockdowns have not been good to most 

newspapers. When businesses can’t open, why would they 
advertise? Car dealerships, one of the better advertisers in 
newspapers, cannot get vehicles and their businesses are 
slow, quiet and hard to get into. Why would they advertise? 
The advertising income is low. Papers are hurting. Some 

have already quit production.
Most of the papers the Springwater News has published 

in the last few months have not even broke even. We 
keep thinking the shutdown will end and the income will 
come back. But lock downs continue. Now the WHO is 
suggesting this could last into 2022. 
To lose the income from the township would shutter 

the Springwater News. But Mayor Allen, Deputy-Mayor 
Coughlin and Councillor Moore voted to do exactly that.
I am totally biased in this but I was not asked to defend 

our newspaper in front of the council.
A page in the Springwater News is 11 x 17 with 1/2 inch 

borders giving us 160 square inches for ads and editorial. 
The other print choice is approximately 10 x 11 giving 
less than 100 square inches for ads and editorial. The cost 
between the two choices per page was almost the same. 
We offer 60% more space for the same price. 
Besides that, this paper allows the mayor to contribute 

a 1200 word article at no charge, the library news at no 
charge, the BIA news at no charge, the Springwater 
Council report at no cost and often other contributions at 
no cost.. This totals almost another two full  pages.

Do three members of our council expect our support 
when they don’t support us? 
One can peruse the ads and stories in this paper and very 

easily see that for most, without a medium, their future is 
dimmed with the discontinuation of this paper.
Councillor George Cabrel numerous times pointed out 

that no one in his neighbourhood gets the other paper 
choice but everyone gets the Springwater News. 
In my neighbourhood and most all of Elmvale, we may 

get the flyers but no paper. When we spoke to a couple of 
people around Phelpston, they didn’t get the paper.
 One would have thought that that might mean something 

but on the final vote, it was Mayor Allen, Deputy Mayor 
Coughlin and Councillor Moore that voted to take the 
advertising out of this paper, discontinuing the Library 
report and much much more.
Mayor Allen, Deputy Mayor Coughlin and Councillor 

Moore voted NOT TO SUPPORT local businesses in their 
municipality..

On February 12th, Simcoe Muskoka declared that as of 
February 15th, we would move from the Grey shut down 
mandate into the Red zone.
In Ontario, on February 11th, there were 945 new cases 

from the almost 69,000 tests and 18 deaths, the best for 
a number of days. There were 883 people in the hospital, 
299 in ICU and 211 on ventilators
In Ontario, on February 25th, there were 1138 new case 

and 38 deaths. There were 687 in the hospital, 283 in the 
ICU and 182 on ventilators.
On February 26th, Dr. Charles Gardner who makes 

almost $300,000 a year, declared that in Simcoe Muskoka, 
there had been a 30% increase in the variant so we should 
go back to grey.
In Florida, they did not shut down and have recorded 

8,700 cases per 100,000 people. Florida’s average is 
lower than 27 other states. Florida has seen an influx of 
new residents who ostensibly are fleeing home states due 
to lock down orders. Undermining small business owners 
and demoralizing the population isn’t part of Florida’s  
agenda.
California has had numerous lock downs and have 

recorded 8900 cases per 100,000 people. There is a petition 
circulating to get their governor recalled.
Did Florida get it right?
Argentina has had the world’s longest quarantine and 

have recorded 116 deaths per 100,000 people.
Sweden did not shut down and have recorded 126.5 

deaths per 100,000. That puts them in 24th spot versus 
every other country in the world.
The USofA is in 10th spot at 159 per 100,000.
Canada has 58 per 100,000. Ironically, that puts us in 

58th place.
Whether one can conclude shutdowns have worked or 

not, I would suggest, based on the facts that Dr. Fauci, 
an important medical advisor said that were wrong...
the US “did not have to worry, it was not a major threat” 

and millions and millions of US citizens contracted the 
virus,
then he said it was just a major flu, 
then after pushing the facts from computer modelling, 

he said that you can’t rely on models as they were off by 
millions, 
then he said hydroxycholoquine had not been checked in 

a clinical trial then a few days later, 

6000 doctors rated it as most highly effective, 
then all within a month, he said 1 to 2 million Americans 

would die from coronavirus then he said 100-200,000 
would die then he said 81,766 then he projected 60,415,
then he recently said the country should have been shut 

down in February, a year ago, but back then he didn’t think 
it was serious. 
He said on February 29th, 2020, malls, movies and gyms 

were okay
He relied on the W.H.O. for advise
He warned that Georgia would see a surge in coronavirus 

cases and deaths by opening their economy - exactly the 
opposite happened
He said not to wear a mask, then to wear a mask and now 

he says wear two masks.
And this is only a part 

of the many misquotes of 
America’s top doctor.

Shutdowns?? The 
medical field has no idea 
what to do and this seems 

like the best idea.
My objections - 
I cannot think of anyone 

who is endorsing the 
shutdowns that has taken a 
cut in pay. The shutdowns 
do not affect their 
livelihood. 
Then they let ski hills stay 

open but I can’t go skating 
on a municipal sheet of ice.
How come I have to give 

so much history to a local 
store when there is only 
the owner and me in there 
but then we wander around 
the box stores giving no 
information and passing by 
a great number of people 
we have no idea who they 
are or where they come 
from?
Local small store owners 

should be near the top of 
the list for one of the three 
vaccines that Trudeau 
suggests we might have by 
the end of September.
Charles - do you believe 

anything our PM says?
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Wyevale’s News  Ruth Ann Caston 527-5274

Tiny Plant Boutique
LEAFY, LEAFY & MORE LEAFY!

Local House Plant & Decor Shop
Find us on Facebook or 

Instagram
@tinyplantboutique   

Or on our website
www.tinyplantboutique.com

Silvia Berk
National Bank of Canada
Mortgage Development Manager

Working Together
On Your Schedule

7 Days a Week
705 790-3351  •   silvia.berk@nbc.ca

TEL: 555 555 5555 

Small Motor Sales & Service 
705-725-0975 

 

PICK UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

Sales & Service for all Brands             
Lawn & Garden, Snow, Forestry      

 

SNOW THROWER BELTS                                
ELECTRICAL/FUEL PARTS    

TUBES & INSTALL            
DRIVE WHEELS & RINGS       
D.I.Y MAINTENANCE KITS   

FUEL & OIL                         
FORESTRY & APPAREL     

SUPPLIES                                
CHAIN SHARPENING         

CUSTOM MADE CHAIN                  

COVID HOURS -OPEN:                                                                      
WED TO FRI 8-5  SAT 9-3                                                                                    

4436 Horseshoe Valley Rd. West, Minesing   
CALL FOR COVID RELATED INQUIRIES/SERVICES        

HOME OF THE:  

 

SHOWROOM! 

NEW SNOWBLOWERS IN STOCK! 

Maple Weekend cancelled for 2021, 
maple syrup still available for purchase 

from Ontario producers
The Ontario Maple Syrup Producers’ Association 

(OMSPA) is disappointed to announce that Maple Weekend 
has been cancelled for 2021. The event, which takes place 
the first weekend of April each year, sees more than 15,000 
visitors visit participating sugarbushes in Ontario. 
“We are very sorry to cancel Maple Weekend for the 

second year in a row,” said OMSPA president Frank 
Heerkens. “Unfortunately, the spread of COVID-19 has 
made it so we cannot safely host the weekend this year. 
OMSPA and our members are committed to ensuring we 
are conforming with health advisories and are doing our 
part to combat the spread of the virus.”
As the first agricultural crop of the year, maple syrup 

producers are following all COVID-19 guidelines for safe 
production practices and continue to produce a wonderful, 
made in Ontario product for customers. This year will 
mark the second year in a row in which the syrup season 
was impacted for maple syrup producers. 
Maple syrup production will be starting in most parts of 

Ontario in early March, once temperatures remain above 
zero during the day, and fall below zero at night. In spite of 
the current pandemic situation, producers will be working 
hard to produce a safe, quality product that will be used on 
tables year-round in Ontario. 
Maple syrup and maple products will continue to be 

available at sugarbushes across the province throughout 
the sugar season. Members of the public are encouraged 
to reach out to their local sugarbush to confirm if they 
are offering in-person visits, curbside pick-ups, or online 
sales. An interactive map of maple syrup producers, along 
with nutritional information and recipes, is available at 
www.ontariomaple.com. 
“Our producers are working hard to make maple 

syrup this year, and many of them rely on visits to their 
sugarbush to sell their products,” Heerkens said. “Many 
producers have moved their stores online and are happy to 
make arrangements to ensure syrup makes it into the hands 
of customers, safely.”
OMSPA is in the midst of planning a new event for 

fall 2021 that will run between Sept. 25 to Oct. 3. It will 
encourage Ontarians to visit participating sugarbushes 
across the province to celebrate the fall colours and maple 
syrup production in Ontario. More details for this event 
will be available in the near future. 
John Williams, Executive Director
Ontario Maple Syrup Producers’ Association
admin@ontariomaple.com   613-258-2294

Annie’s Journal
Written by Annie Donnelly
William Loren Katz on page 70 

of his book, “Black Pioneers” 
wrote this: On January 1, 1850, in 
Windsor, Ontario, Henry Bibb who 
reached Canada as a fugitive using 
the underground railroad, published 
the first issue of his newspaper: 
Voice of the Fugitive. About a year 

later, Bibb published “a clarion call for African Americans 
to leave for Canada ‘where all men are free.’ ” 
Some of us were born in Canada. Some chose to travel 

great distances to claim this country as their home. Some 
were forced here under harsh conditions. Some have been 
pushed aside to make room for others considered more 
valuable. 
Some grew into the Canadian way of life. Some brought 

their way of life here and have found ways to hold onto 
their former traditions while embracing new ones. Some 
lost their way of life during their forced transition here. 
Many who were born here suffered cultural genocide as 
their way of life was dismantled and their lands taken from 
them.
Henry Bibb called Canada a land where all men are free. 

The lyrics of our national anthem ask God to keep our land 
glorious and free. But when we sing, O Canada, we stand 
on guard for thee, what are we referring to?
For one thing, we need to be referring to The Canadian 

Bill of Rights that was passed on August 8, 1960.
We need to be guarding what the Parliament of Canada 

affirmed, specifically: that the Canadian Nation is founded 
upon principles that acknowledge:

•	 the supremacy of God;
•	 the dignity and worth of the human person;
•	 the position of the family in a society of free men 

and free institutions;
•	 that freedom is founded upon respect for moral 

and spiritual values, and the rule of law.
We need to be guarding the fact that it is recognized, 

and declared, that in Canada there has existed and shall 
continue to exist without discrimination by reason of race, 
national origin, colour, religion or sex, these human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, namely,

•	 the right of the individual to life, liberty, security 
of the person and enjoyment of property, and the right 
not to be deprived thereof except by due process of law;
•	 the right of the individual to equality before the 

law and the protection of the law;
•	 freedom of religion; speech; assembly and 

association; and
•	 freedom of the press.

If it should happen that we don’t wish to stand on guard 
for the Canadian Bill of Rights, perhaps we will agree to 
guard the supremacy of God; God who is love; God who 
filled the Bible with moral and spiritual guidance; God 
who doesn’t discriminate; God who gives us the freedom 
to choose to guard the dignity and worth of every human 
person. And let’s guard this principle: that in Canada, there 
will never be another person who suffers discrimination 
because of race, national origin, colour, religion or sex. 
Let Henry Bibb be right: Canada, where all men are free! 

Happy birthday wishes go out to Betty Hall, Mandy 
Stott, Joanne Hall-Jones, Landon Stott, Karen Moreau, 
Sharon Foster, Candy Wakelin, Grace Howard, Emily 
VanderVoort, Grace Caston, Freddy Pantrey, Connor 
Smith, Robert Hall, Logan Moreau, Grace Handy, Pat 
Smith, Linda Blow, Crystal Molto, Cole Trew, Michael 
Blow, Helen Large, Wanda Marshall and Sharon Caston.
Sympathy goes out to Marg Caston & Family in the 

sudden passing of her husband Vern. There will be a 
graveside service in the spring.
To all those bingo players, the TV Bingo was again on 

Tuesday nights on Channel 53 at 6:30 p.m. Good luck to 
all our Wyevale Bingo Players. 
We are still wearing masks, keeping our distance, 

washing our hands often and hoping this pandemic will 
soon be over. 
Anyone with news items for the paper please call me and 

leave a message at 705.527.5274.

A Tiny Senior Moment…
Well, here we are…time for another Senior Moment and 

it is already March 4!  Do you remember what you were 
doing a year ago?  I sure do, my Partner In Life and I were 
into our journey home from wintering in Florida.  We were 
starting to pay attention to the words “Coronavirus”.
Thinking back to a year ago when we first heard those 

words Coronavirus, did you ever think that we would be 
just emerging from a second lockdown/stay home scenario 
right now?  One thing is for sure…I know that I can make 
it through a lockdown; and how good I have become at 
cleaning and purging a household. 
As you may know, vaccine rollout is now getting 

underway in Simcoe County.  For the remainder of this 
column, I will leave you with a CNN interview, forwarded 
to us by Christy Tosh, Age-Friendly Community Project 
Lead, County of Simcoe.
What happens when older adults, are vaccinated?
Many grandparents have one goal in mind this winter: Get 

vaccinated so they can see their children and grandchildren 
again.  But is that safe if their younger family members 
have not yet been vaccinated?
CNN’s medical analyst, Dr. Leana Wen, responds…

Vaccinated grandparents who want to visit with grandkids, 
who haven’t received the vaccine can safely meet outdoors, 
with everyone 6 feet apart.  As for visiting with family 
indoors, are there still certain precautions they need to 
take?
Let’s start with timing.  When does the vaccine give 

you protection after you’re vaccinated and  notes that 
both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines require two doses to 
give optimal protection.  There is probably some level of 
immunity after one dose, but we don’t know how complete 
the protection is and how long it lasts.  The clinical trials 
were run with two doses, and you should get both doses.  
Make sure you get the second dose of the same vaccine 
as the first.  Follow your provider’s recommendations 
about when to get the second dose.  The second dose of the 
Pfizer vaccine is typically given after three weeks and the 
Moderna after four weeks.
 Yes, you can still get infected with Covid-19 after being 

vaccinated.  Here’s Why:
After the second dose, it probably takes another two or 

three weeks to develop the optimal degree of immune 
protection.
Let’s say you have received one dose of vaccine.  After 

a week or two, you have some level of immunity, but you 
could certainly get Covid-19 if you were exposed to the 
coronavirus.  A few weeks after the second dose, studies 
have shown that the vaccine efficacy is approximately 
95%.  So even after getting both doses of the vaccine, you 
could still get Covid-19, but your chance is much lower.  
And if you did get it, according to what we know from 
clinical trials, you’re probably going to have less severe 
disease than if you didn’t get the vaccine. 
Once an older adult has received the second dose, and 

it’s been three weeks, can they visit their grandchildren?  
Dr. Wen responds: Maybe.  The answer is not as simple 
as saying that someone who is vaccinated can get back to 
pre-pandemic life.  Here’s why:  If your grandkids live in 
the area, you could definitely safely see them outside, 6 
feet apart.  If you want to see them indoors, there is going 
to be some level of risk.  That risk will be much lower 
than if you were not vaccinated, but the risk is still going 
to be there to you.  And you could still be a risk to the 
unvaccinated members of your family, as you could be an 
asymptomatic carrier who transmits to them.
If you really want to spend time with the grandkids 

indoors, the safest way to do this is still for everyone to 
quarantine for at least 10 days and lower their risk during 
these 10 days.  Quarantining for seven days and a negative 
test is an option too, but everyone also has to do the 
quarantine – a negative test alone is not enough.
So hopefully, this answers some of your questions in this 

regard.  
On the lighter side of this Senior Moment…

Yesterday is the past and tomorrow is the 
future.  Today is a gift-that’s why they call it 
the present!  You don’t stop laughing because 
you grow old, you grow old because you 
stop laughing.  Don’t ever regret growing 
older…remember that it’s a privilege denied 
to many.
Written by Chris Greer, Chair
Township of Tiny, Senior Advisory 

Committee
What is the hottest temperature in which humans can survive?

Answer: At 130 degrees F, the survival time of a human being begins to decrease drastically. The 
actual temperature at which someone might die, however, can vary.

Stretch your paper towels  
If you find yourself plowing through rolls of paper 

towels, try recycling them. It's not as gross as it sounds! 
Obviously this is a bad idea if you use a paper towel 

to wipe your mouth or mop up a spill, but if you use a 
towel for something like drying your hands or drying a 

clean dish or countertop, set it aside to dry. You can use a 
magnetic chip clip to hang it on your fridge! Most paper 
towels are strong enough to be used at least twice. Then 
you can use it again for a messy job like cleaning your 

range top or taking care of a spill on the floor.
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‘The Little Coffee 
House Restaurant!’
Open 7 to 6  •  7 days/wk

FEATURING 
• Organic Teas & Coffee Cappuccino
• Expresso  •  Latte  •   Ice Cream Parlour
• Hot Bowls ‘Soup of the Day!’ 
• Wraps  •  Breakfast Sandwiches
• Baked Goodies • Our specialty is DONUTS
• MILK SHAKES  best this side of the Mississippi 
• Walk in / call in  •  Take out orders!
• Delivery within 2 blocks

5 Queen St. E. Elmvale  •  705 515 1400
See us on Facebook - Retro Expresso 
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A harmless  
coffee break 
can do more 
harm than  
you think.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Wear a mask, wash your hands  
and physically distance to stop  
the spread of COVID-19.
Learn more at ontario.ca/covid-19
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Increased Safe Restart Funding for Barrie and 
Simcoe County

March 2, 2021 The Support and Flexibility Municipalities Need to Ad-
dress Budget Shortfalls

BARRIE – Ontario is providing $2,487,486 to help Barrie and $38, 205 to 
help Simcoe County address the financial impacts on its transit system from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
This funding is in addition to the $2 billion previously committed by On-

tario and the federal government through the Safe Restart Agreement to help 
municipalities continue to deliver critical transit services. At the peak of 
the pandemic, ridership dropped up to 90% of normal levels for some of 
Ontario’s transit systems, which resulted in significant financial impacts for 
municipalities.
“Our municipalities have been strongly impacted, with drops in revenue 

across the board,” said Doug Downey, MPP for Barrie – Springwater – 
Oro-Medonte. “We’ve seen the repercussions lately as our city has had to 
make difficult decisions, like cutting back on spending on the arts to com-
pensate for the deficit. Along with the over $12 million in relief the province 
has already invested in the City of Barrie, through Safe Restart, this boost 
will help municipalities keep costs low for residents, and ensure our transit 
system remains in good shape.”
The additional $150 million in provincial funding means that there is a to-

tal of $650 million in funding still available to municipalities up to Decem-
ber 31, 2021, with extensions to December 2022 granted on a case-by-case 
basis. In addition, Ontario is calling on the federal government to match 
the additional funding announced today to help ensure municipal financial 
needs continue to be met.

As part of the Safe Restart Agreement funding, municipalities 
need to work with the province to explore options to ensure lo-
cal transit is safe, sustainable, affordable and integrated, both 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond.

To support this work, Ontario is allowing municipalities to use Safe Restart 
Agreement funding towards new initiatives to make it easier and more af-
fordable to travel between different transit systems, like adding capacity for 
on-demand micro-transit and increasing fare and service integration across 
the region.
QUICK FACTS
• The federal-provincial Safe Restart Agreement is providing up to a 

total $4 billion in emergency funding to help Ontario’s municipalities 
deliver critical services.

• The first phase of Safe Restart funding flowed $700 million to munici-
palities in 2020 and to date $1.5 billion funding has been allocated. 

Ontario Takes Steps to Grow the Greenbelt
Consultations could result in largest expansion of the protected lands since 2005

TORONTO ― The Ontario government has launched a 60-day consultation 
to grow the Greenbelt and help protect more of the province's natural envi-
ronment — including farmlands, forests, wetlands and watersheds — from 
future development. The consultations could result in the largest expansion 
of the greenbelt since its creation in 2005.

"This is truly a unique opportunity to grow the Greenbelt and protect On-
tario's environmental, groundwater and agricultural resources for future 
generations," said Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing. 
"The Premier has been steadfast in his commitment to protect the Greenbelt 
and our government will not consider any proposals to remove or develop 
any part of it."

The government is seeking public input on how best to grow the size and 
quality of the Greenbelt, including:

• the Paris Galt Moraine
• adding, expanding and further protecting urban river val-

leys, and increasing the Greenbelt's footprint into high density 
urban areas including the areas around the Don River in Toronto 
and land around Duffins Creek in Ajax and Pickering.

Comments are welcome by email: greenbeltconsultation@on-
tario.ca or through the Environmental Registry of Ontario by April 19, 2021.

Quick Facts
• Established under the Greenbelt Act, 2005, the Greenbelt is a broad 

band of protected land that currently includes over 800,000 hectares of 
land in the Greater Golden Horseshoe.

• The Paris Galt Moraine is a glacial deposit of loose sediment and 
rock extending from Caledon to north of Paris and Brantford and is 
home to critical groundwater resources.

• The Greenbelt currently contains 21 urban river valleys and associ-
ated wetlands. These are the valleys of rivers that pass through cities or 
towns and act as urban gateways to the Greenbelt.
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       PUBLIC NOTICE 
 TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER           

ANY PERSON may make a written submission 
to the individuals listed below before April 6th, 2021 with respect to this matter. 

Bell Mobility, in accordance with its      
obligations under the Radiocommunications 
Act and Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development Canada procedure CPC-2-0-03 
(2014), hereby notifies the residents in the 
vicinity of Old Second Road and Horseshoe 
Valley Road of its intentions to develop a 
Telecommunication Tower at the location 
shown here consisting of : 

• A 90m self-support telecommunication  
tower 

• An equipment shelter at the base, 
• and perimeter security fencing 

 
The purpose of the proposed tower is to 
provide the infrastructure for carriers to 
improve wireless communication services in 
the immediate area. 

90 Metre Self-Support Tower   

1037 Old Second Road, Springfield, ON 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the approval of telecommunication facilities and their design are 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Government of Canada through Innovation, Science and 
Economic Development Canada  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION relating to the proposed tower and site will be available for 
review during a virtual Public Open House on April 6th from 5:30-6:30p.m., via Zoom. 
Additional information and meeting access may also be obtained through the following 
contacts: 

Co-ordinates: 44.519766, -79.738866 

Signum Wireless - contracted to: 

Brendan Chiu 
FONTUR International Inc. 
70 East Beaver Creek Rd, Suite 22 
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3B2 
Fax: 866-234-7873 
Email: 
w9255.bellmobility.info@fonturinternational.com  

Land Use Authority Contact: 
 
Township of Springwater 
2231 Nursery Road 
Minesing, ON, L9X 1A8 
planning@springwater.ca 
705-728-4784 x2019  

Site 

Sports with Patrick Townes
On Sunday February 21, Elmvale lost, in my opinion, 

the best overall athlete that ever wore an Elmvale sports 
sweater. Carl Edwards, in his 74th year, passed away, 
and his sudden passing was a shock to all that knew 
him.
Carl was only five years older than I am, and I grew 

up watching him excel at many sports, but especially at 
hockey and fastball. He was one of my local heroes, not 

only on the field, but off as well. Everyone was his friend and he respected 
his teammates and coaches. 
Though not in the Springwater Sports Hall of Fame as an athlete yet, he 

was sure to be inducted in the future with 100% backing by the Hall of 
Fame board.
Watching local hockey and fastball will not be the same 

with Carl gone. Rest in peace my friend.
Mike Townes 
 . . . .
The Springwater Sports Hall of Fame website had this release, written 

by Lou Belcourt, about the passing of Carl Edwards. Lou Belcourt wrote:  
A profound sadness enveloped the Elmvale and area sporting community 

when it learned of the unexpected, sudden death of one of its esteemed 
athletes, Carl Edwards, a talented hockey player and a superb fastball pitcher. 
Carl was instrumental in many Elmvale victories and team championships. 
His offensive contribution led the 1964-65 Alex Currie Juveniles to an 
undefeated season, culminating in a provincial championship. His stellar 
pitching resulted in the Elmvale Merchant Fastball Team capturing 
four consecutive Barrie and District Intermediate championships in the 
1970's. In 1977 Carl's pitching dominance was a major factor in the 
Elmvale Merchant Fastball Team defeating Caledonia thus winning the 
Southern Ont. Intermediate “C” Championship, qualifying the team to 
travel to Hearst to meet the Northern Ontario winner. Against Caledonia 
Carl pitched all eighteen innings in the final sudden death game played 
in Etobicoke. Subsequent to this momentous pitching performance he 
notched two victories in Hearst to secure the O.A.S.A. Intermediate "C" 
Provincial Championship for the Merchants.  Both the 1964-65 Juvenile 
Hockey team and the 1977 Merchant fastball teams are inducted into the 
Springwater Sports Heritage Hall of Fame making Carl a double inductee. 
In addition to his prodigious athletic talent Carl was a respected and 
loved teammate. His humility, selflessness, dedication and respect for his 
teammates and others characterized his playing days. Though retired for 
some time his achievements as a renowned player on the ice and diamond 
remain prominent in the memory of the Elmvale sporting community.
O.K. Blue Jays....Let’s….Play….Ball!  Overall, the offseason for the 

Blue Jays should be considered a success.  The squad has put together a 
formidable lineup that is ready to compete with any offence in the league.  
Newly signed George Springer will lead off the potent lineup, and the 
addition of Marcus Semien will add depth to the lineup and the infield.  
For those that do not know, he was in contention for a MVP award during 
the 2019 season when he played for the Oakland Athletics.  Similar to Josh 
Donaldson previously, Semien is coming from playing in a fairly large 
ballpark.  Fans should be excited.  Kirby Yates adds a reliable closer to the 
back end to replace Ken Giles.  It will be an exciting year.  Perhaps they 
are one key pitcher away from competing with the other powerhouses – 
the L.A. Dodgers and the San Diego Padres.  
 A lot of teams, fans and media highlight how important depth is on a 

baseball club, or any team for that matter.  With the addition of a legitimate 
top player like Springer, there have been some rumblings and articles 
written about a possible rift in the outfield.  No doubt that this directly 
relates to Randal Grichuk.  Grichuk made earlier comments that the team 
should be signing some top starting pitchers to improve the team.  With 
the addition of Springer and Semien, and the flexibility that Cavan Biggio 
possesses, he finds himself now on the outside looking in.  This should not 
be, and never be, considered a negative.  The power now is in the depth of 
the offence and this is what is needed to go on long runs.  Injuries can also 
happen at any time.  Any and every role on a team is important.  You must 
be ready at any time to step in and do whatever the collective team needs 
to promote success.  
 It was a great week for curling on the television.  The Scotties was 

won by the defending champions, Team Canada.  Rachel Homan and her 
team just did not have enough to upset last year’s champions. Watching 
on television, I truly did not really miss the “fan” atmosphere or the noise 
from the broadcast.  That was until Team Canada won the final game.  It 
was a weird experience for them celebrating with no fans cheering and 
complete silence.  Like many sports, the fan interaction and participation 
is important.  The Scotties and the Brier always have been events to behold 
in terms of socialization and comradeship.  Hopefully fans are able to get 
back into buildings shortly.
 As funny as it is to say, the Toronto Maple Leafs find themselves as 

one of, if not the top team in the league.  Depth in the forward group and 
limited injuries on the back end has propelled the team to an amazing 
start.  Again, perhaps the Maple Leafs find themselves missing that one 
key defenceman to put them ahead of the other star teams.  Tampa Bay 
will be a tough opponent to dethrone this year. 
The Toronto Raptors continue to battle to a 500 record.  A tough 

decision lies ahead for management, and whether to rebuild the team and 
construct a new team around Fred VanVleet and Pascal Siakam.  A tough 
decision -- but one that may be made sooner than later.  

Discussing Local Issues 
Threatening Water Marks the 
Start of Student-Led Initiative
By: Cara Lintack
On February 3rd, 2021, the Simcoe County 

Environmental Youth Alliance began their 
Water Initiative, which focuses on local, 
provincial, national, and international 
issues threatening the safety of the water.
A watershed is an area of land that 

drains precipitation into a common 
outlet, with Simcoe County’s own Lake 
Simcoe Watershed, spanning 3,400 square 
kilometres and 20 municipal borders. This 
local watershed is crucial to the well-being 
of the surrounding communities, providing 
safe drinking water to 7 municipalities 
and generating $200 million a year for 
the local economy. In addition to the 
450,000 residents living within the area, 
the watershed provides habitats for 75 
different species of fish, with whitefish, 
yellow perch, and lake trout being popular 
among anglers.
Unfortunately, due to the pressure of 

invasive species and human activities, over 
32 species within the watershed are at risk, 
including the red-shouldered hawk, and the 
Jefferson salamander.
Invasive species unnatural to the local 

environment can cause irreversible damage 
to ecosystems and are near impossible to 
remove. Common carp, zebra mussels, 
garlic mustard, and the rusty crayfish are 
all species causing concern within local 
ecosystems.
As residents relying on this local 

watershed, we have a responsibility to 
protect it. Simple steps such as taking 
shorter showers, fixing leaky taps and 
pipes, properly disposing of toxic waste, 
and reducing the use of pesticides and 
artificial fertilizers will help to conserve 
watersheds and prevent future damage. To 
report the sighting of an invasive species, 
call the toll-free hotline line 1-800-563-
7711, or report through the EDDMapS 
Ontario app.
To support the campaign and 

learn something new about the 
world of water, follow them on 
Instagram @sceyalliance, and contact 
scenvironmentalyouthalliance@gmail.
com to learn more about becoming a 
member of SCEYA.

New program to create huge increase 
in PSW training at Ontario’s colleges
The new accelerated training program for personal sup-

port workers (PSWs) announced today by the provincial 
government will produce a huge increase in PSW training 
at Ontario’s colleges – including Georgian College.
“This is a major step to help fill the demand for person-

al support workers in our communities,” said Dr. Mary-
Lynn West-Moyes, President and CEO, Georgian College. 
“PSWs are the backbone of care in Ontario – and there 
simply aren’t enough of them. This is an excellent oppor-
tunity for anyone interested in a new career in this critical 
field.”
The Ontario government announced funding today for an 

accelerated program that will cover students’ tuition and 
other expenses. The accelerated program starts April 5 and 
allows participants to graduate with full credentials within 
six months.
The program will begin accepting applications in early 

March. The added enrolment is expected to result in over 
8,000 PSW graduates in the province by this fall.
The accelerated program allows students to fulfil pro-

gram requirements more quickly by increasing the number 
of study hours per week.
It will use a hybrid model that combines online learning 

with in-person practical experience. Students in the pro-
gram will complete courses online and participate in labo-
ratory classes available at the colleges and in care settings.
Students in the accelerated program will be available to 

volunteer at long-term care homes and other settings early 
in the program and available for paid work placements af-
ter three months.
Graduates will enter the workforce at the end of six 

months. The standard PSW programs at colleges take 
eight months to complete.
Those interested in applying to the provincially funded 

PSW program with intakes starting in April or May at 
Georgian, should check https://www.ontariocolleges.ca on 
or after March 8 for details. 

Promote Your Business!
This ad would cost you 

• $45 in b&w or $55 in colour
The ad will be in 20,000 papers, mailed to 
18,800 homes and can be read online at 

www.springwaternews.ca
Send you business card or information to 

springwaternews@rogers.com
We will prepare a sample for your approval.

What is the 
difference 
between 

pastrami and 
corned beef?

Answer: Both 
are usually 

made from a 
beef brisket 

and are cured 
in brine. But 
pastrami is 

smoked after 
being cured, 
and corned 
beef is not.
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GBGH welcomes new chief nursing 

executive and vice president
February 3, 2021 – Georgian Bay General Hospital 

(GBGH) recently welcomed a new vice president of 
clinical services and chief nursing executive (CNE) – 
Angie Saini. Saini joined GBGH in early December, 
bringing a diverse range of experience in acute care, 
home and community care services, and health policy 
development and implementation.
“Throughout my career in healthcare, my top priority 

has been to preserve and promote patient-centred care and 
I look forward to continuing this approach with GBGH,” 
says Saini. “There are many important initiatives taking 
place at GBGH in what is an innovative and exceptional 
time for this hospital. In choosing to join GBGH’s senior 
leadership team, I was inspired by the hospital’s drive 
to continually improve, engage its team and grow its 
services to align with the future needs of the community.”
In her role with GBGH, Saini will oversee all clinical 

programs including emergency and critical care, the 
surgical program, the medicine program, professional 
practice, shared programs (Dialysis and Birthing), 
infection prevention and control, pharmacy, laboratory 
and diagnostic imaging. Saini will also play a significant 
role co-chairing the hospital’s Patient and Family 
Advisory Council and co-leading the hospital’s major 
transition to a new electronic medical record system in 
partnership with three other hospitals.
Prior to joining GBGH, Saini was the director of Client 

Care: Health Care Services with Carefirst Seniors and 
Community Services Association (Brampton) where 
she provided leadership and strategic direction to a 
large team of professional staff in the program areas of 
home care/assisted living/supportive housing, geriatric 
assessment and intervention, transitional care, chronic 
disease management and integrated dialysis.
During her 17 years in nursing and clinical leadership, 

Saini has also developed her skills as a senior program 
advisor (Emergency Services transformation) and 
implementation lead (Home and Community Care) with 
the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care. She has 
also worked as a frontline nurse, clinical Instructor and 
hospital supervisor in acute care settings.
Saini holds a Bachelor of Nursing from the University 

of Victoria, as well as a Master of Public Health 
from Lakehead University and a Master of Business 
Administration from the University of Toronto. Saini 
is also multilingual, speaking English, French, Urdu, 
Punjabi and Hindi.

Link
2231 Nursery Road

Minesing, Ontario
L9X 1A8 
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Upcoming Meetings

Midhurst Community Rec. Association
Thursday, March 4 at 7:00 p.m.

Economic Development Advisory 
Wednesday, March 10 at 3:00 p.m.

Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 17 at 6:30 p.m.

Special Council Meeting - 
Planning Public Meetings

Monday, March 22 at 6:30 p.m.

Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, March 23 at 6:30 p.m.

Recreation Advisory Committee
Tuesday, March 23 at 6:30 p.m. 

Council meetings are live streamed online 
at springwater.ca/live. A call in option 
(audio only) is also available. 

Board and committee meetings can be 
accessed via Zoom Conferencing. View 
the agendas for details.  

 Bid Opportunity

The Township is currently accepting bids for: 

Supply & Service of Bulk Highway 
Salt and Treated Salt 

(GBAPPC 2021-01 / TWSP-2021-10-PW)
Closes: March 9, 2021

Patterson Street Reconstruction
(2021-09-PW)

Closes: March 11, 2021

For details and to register for upcoming 
opportunities, please visit:
springwater.bidsandtenders.ca

 Seasonal Load Restrictions

The reduced load period in Springwater 
runs from March 1 to April 30. By-law 
2009-079 restricts loads on most Township 
roads to 5 tonnes per axle.

The imposed weight restrictions help 
protect municipal infrastructure during 
spring thaw, when road damage is most 
likely to occur.

For more information please contact 
Public Works at 705-728-4784 x2075 or 
publicworks@springwater.ca

 

The Township has launched a new partnership 
with DocuPet to provide pet licensing and lost pet 
services to ensure pets get home safely.

Along with this change, your dog’s licence will now 
be valid for 365 days from the date of purchase!

Learn more and get your licence online at 
springwater.ca/canine

Pet Licensing has Changed

Play To Win with New Ultimate 50/50 Draw
Drayton Entertainment Launches 

Province wide Online Raffle
Monday, March 1, 2021 – Enter to win and you just might 

hit the jackpot! Drayton Entertainment has launched a 
provincewide Ultimate 50/50 raffle with half the proceeds 
benefiting charitable programs for the not-for-profit theatre 
company and half the proceeds awarded to one lucky win-
ner. The online raffle will run for one month from Monday, 
March 1 through Tuesday, March 30 with the draw at noon 
on Wednesday, March 31.
Drayton Entertainment is well-known for its 50/50 draws 

that take place at each performance. Over the course of 
a typical season, more than 700 draws occur. It’s a long-
standing tradition beloved by theatre goers ‒ and with draws 
at each of the company’s seven venues in five communities, 
thousands of dollars have been won by many lucky patrons 
over the years dating all the way back to the early days of 
the Drayton Festival Theatre.
“Our famous 50/50 draws are a signature part of the Dray-

ton Entertainment theatre experience. Taking the raffle on-
line is a great way to have some fun with audiences during 
this extended intermission,” says Alex Mustakas, Artistic 
Director & CEO of Drayton Entertainment.
This new digital Ultimate 50/50 will take the popular raffle 

to a whole new level as participation is open to more than 
just Drayton Entertainment patrons – anyone over the age 
of 18 in Ontario can buy a ticket and enter to win. With par-
ticipants from all across the province pooling their money 
into the same potential jackpot, who knows what the size of 
the final prize could be?
One thing is for certain, the Ultimate 50/50 will give par-

ticipants the chance to win big while supporting the arts. 
The raffle will raise important dollars to be invested into 
Drayton Entertainment’s charitable programs at this crucial 
time when the company has seen virtually 
all operating revenue disappear due to the 
coronavirus crisis.
COVID-19 has significantly impacted 

live entertainment – it was one of the first 
industries to be shuttered last March and 
will likely be one of the last to re-open. 
Drayton Entertainment was forced to can-
cel all productions last season, encom-

passing 20 shows on seven stages and over 800 individual 
performances. Prior to the pandemic, the professional the-
atre organization was on track to reach a paid attendance 
record of 275,000, with an anticipated economic impact of 
over $75 million, positively stimulating many tourism and 
hospitality businesses in communities throughout Ontario. 
The loss of these performances and the projected econom-
ic spinoff is significant. By participating in the Ultimate 
50/50, participants will support live theatre and have an 
opportunity to win a cash prize.
Tickets are available now. Sales will close at 11:59 p.m. 

EST on March 30, 2021. The draw for the winner will be 
announced at 12:00 p.m. EST on March 31, 2021. The 
winning number will be announced online at https://dray-
ton5050.com, on Drayton Entertainment’s social media 
channels, and on Drayton Entertainment’s website www.
draytonentertainment.com.
Participants can select from the following three ticket 

pack options:
 • Regular: 3 tickets for $10
 • Discount: 10 tickets for $20
 • Ultimate Savings: 50 tickets for $50
Tickets may be purchased by individuals 18 

years or older and located in the Province of Ontario at the 
time of purchase. All ticket sales are final and ticket buy-
ers will receive a receipt via email after purchasing that 
will list all numbers associated with the purchased tickets. 
Tickets will be sold using an electronic raffle system ap-
proved by the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontar-
io (AGCO) and supplied by Bump Worldwide Inc. Raffle 
License AGCO #RAF1202253. Please play responsibly. 
Ontario Problem Gambling Helpline: 1-888-230-3505.

For complete details including 
rules of participation and frequent-
ly asked questions, please visit: 
https://drayton5050.com/

Although maple sugaring 
sometimes starts as early as the 

second or third week of February, 
it usually begins about the first 

week of March.
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Description of Property

The Midhurst Community Centre is located on the north side of 
Doran Road, in the former Township of Vespra, now in the Township 
of Springwater. It consists of a two-storey hall and small parking 
area. The property is legally described as PLAN 265 LOT B PT LOT 
6 7 12.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest

The Midhurst Community Centre’s cultural heritage value lies in its 
historical and associative ties to the community, being the former 
Township of Vespra Town Hall. The original Vespra Town Hall was 
erected in 1855 in what was then known as Oliver’s Mills (Midhurst). 
Only a year prior had Vespra become a separate municipality, 
as prior to 1854 it was amalgamated with the Townships of Flos 
and Sunnidale. This hall served the community for 72 years as the 
population grew. 

In 1927 property was donated by Mrs. Thomas Spence to build 
the new Township of Vespra Town Hall. Much of the Hall was 
built by locals contributing their labour which is a testament to 
the associative value it has to the community. It was constructed 
of solid concrete block with a cottage roof. Timbers from the old 
Town Hall were used in the construction of the new one; its history 
hiding in the walls of the current structure. The upstairs was the 
auditorium which had an ample stage for music, plays, and Council 
meetings. The basement housed the kitchen and vault for Vespra 
Township records and funds. The total cost of the Town Hall was 
valued at $4000, with Township Council contributing $1000 and 
the rest being financed by local residents. The grand opening was 
on December 9, 1927 with speeches and a dance that followed. 
The Hon. Charles Stewart, M.P. of Ottawa, Minister of the Interior 
spoke and was warmly welcomed back to Midhurst, a town he left 
21 years earlier for his career in provincial and federal politics. 

From 1927 to 1967 the Hall served the community as the Vespra 
Township office and the community centre. Local churches held 
their services there before their own buildings were completed. 
When the Township outgrew the building and required a larger 
space, the hall would then exist solely as a community centre. 
In 1978, the Midhurst Hall Board was established continuing its 
existence as a focal point of the community to this day while 
respecting its history and beginnings. 

Description of Heritage Attributes

The principal features and characteristics that together characterize 
the core heritage values of the Midhurst Community Centre are:
• Vespra Township Vault/Safe located on the lower level
• Original upstairs room layout
• Original concrete foundation and exterior structure
• Exterior concrete buttresses/abutments 

Supporting Information and Reports

Additional background information and reports to Council 
regarding the proposed designation of the Midhurst Community 
Centre can be viewed on the Township’s website at the following 
link: www.springwater.ca/heritage

Due to ongoing COVID-19 health restrictions, the Township 
Administration Centre may be physically closed. Therefore, 
information may not be able to be provided in-person at the office. 
If you would like a copy of any of the background reports and 
cannot access them using the above link to our website, please 
call 705-728-4784 ext. 2015 or email clerks@springwater.ca.

Notice of Objection

A person who objects to a proposed designation shall, within thirty 
days after the date of publication of the notice of intention, serve 
on the Clerk of the Township of Springwater a notice of objection 
setting out the reason for the objection and all relevant facts. 
Objections will be received by registered mail or may be hand-
delivered by placing it in the Administration Centre drop box. 
Objections shall be received by no later than 4:00 p.m. on 
the 6th day of April, 2021. Objections will be referred to the 
Conservation Review Board for a hearing and report. 

Dated this 4th day of March, 2021
Renée Ainsworth, Clerk
Township of Springwater 
Administration Centre
2231 Nursery Road
Minesing ON, L9X 1A8

Notice of Intention to Designate: Midhurst Community Centre

In the matter of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18, as amended, and in the matter of the lands and premises at the following 
municipal address in the Province of Ontario;

Take Notice that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Springwater intends to designate the following municipal address 
as being of cultural heritage value or interest under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18, as amended.

74 Doran Road – Midhurst Community Centre, Formerly the Township of Vespra Town Hall

 

Construction Notice

The Township will be commencing the 
rehabilitation of the St. Vincent Street 
bridge in early spring (on or about March 
29, 2021). The project is expected to be 
completed by July 30, 2021.

During this time, traffic will be reduced to 
a single lane across the bridge, with traffic 
managed using temporary traffic signals. 

 

Springwater is working with our neighbours to create a 
Community Safety and Well-Being Plan that addresses 
mental health and addictions, attainable housing and 
access to services. 

Your input is important. Please take a few minutes 
to complete a survey and share your thoughts and 
experiences: https://surveymonkey.com/r/SGBandSP

Community Safety and Well-Being Plan
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Across
 1 Prospector’s need
 4 Leave dumbstruck
 7 Jordan native
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 12 Foot the bill
 13 Foal’s mother
 14 Quandary
 15 Poise and confidence
 17 “_____ Attraction” 
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 19 Former Beatle ___ Paul 
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 31 Sound at the circus
 32 Late
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 47 Earl Grey, e.g.
 48 Pastries
 49 “Two heads ___ better 

than one”
 50 Have a good meal
 51 Certain column
 52 Additional soft 

protection
 53 Lady
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 1 Quick blast of air
 2 Where China is
 3 Adjacent to
 4 Cider makers
 5 “___ and Peace”, Tolstoy
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 35 Cruise milieu
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23 "Lord's Prayer" pronoun
24 Go horizontal
25 Close
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28 Feline sleeping spot
29 Darn
33 Rolling in dough
35 Cruise milieu
38 Stole, e.g.
40 New couple
41 Honey
42 Diner sign
43 Competent
44 Banana or apple
45 Purchase from Parker
46 Noteworthy period

Is Simcoe County’s Plan to 
Build A Recycling Plant In A 

Forest Garbage?
Well, it certainly can’t make well-intentioned 

County residents, who believe that they’re 
helping to save the planet and the environment 
by putting things in a blue bin, feel very good. 
Why? Because the majority of politicians in 
Simcoe County have supported the ”trashing” 
of a pristine forest by building a recycling plant 
where truckload after truckload of garbage will 
be hauled in every day. Setting those feelings of 
misplaced trust aside, let’s take a look at some of 
the economics related to this ill-advised initiative.
The County has already spent (according to 

their website) over $1.5 million dollars of tax-
payers money fighting off residents who are 
passionate about saving the environment and 
wildlife in the proposed forest site. This has been 
a waste of money since (without a fight) there are 
many opportunities to place this recycling center 
in County approved industrial-zoned areas where 
the impacts on the environment have already 
been studied and accommodated.
However, even if they win that costly fight, does 

it make any sense to even consider the notion of 
building a new recycling center? Let’s look at 
some facts.
There are game-changing economic factors 

associated with blue box recycling efforts that 
have been brought into question all around the 
world. The problem started when China wisely 
decided to stop being the world’s recycling dump 
and ban the import of 24 types of recycling. With 
few exceptions these days, more recycling is 
being sent to landfill, fewer items are being 
accepted in the blue bin, and the financial toll of 
running these programs has become a burden.
For example, here are some of the findings in a 

recent 2019 Global News investigation:
In Cowansville, Que., a recycling facility went 

bankrupt. The Quebec government responded 
with a $13-million bailout for the industry and 
a pledge of another $100 million in the 2019 
budget.
Toronto has lost millions in revenue. “We’re 

looking at a between $8-million and $9-million 
hit last year with our lost revenue,” said 
Matt Keliher, general manager of solid waste 
management services for the City of Toronto.
“This material here is very hard to move,” said 

Dale Schmidt, manager of Loraas Recycle in 
Saskatoon. “Currently, it moves at a negative 
value and it only moves once in a while. We’re 
having a real hard time getting this stuff to 
market.”
And, in a CBC news headline from Feb. 7, 2020 

it was announced that “Montreal recycling 
plant operator to shut down all Canadian 
operations”. This was Montreal’s $50-million 
showcase recycling center that was only 
inaugurated a year before!! The spokesperson for 
the company (that operates the plant) said “it can 
no longer find a market for its recycled paper and 
is thus no longer profitable.”
These kinds of challenges are not only being 

faced by Canada and Simcoe County, but around 
the world. For example, the New York Times 
headline of March 16, 2019 was “As Costs 
Skyrocket, More U.S. Cities Stop Recycling.” It 
is, in fact, a global problem.
But what about the Province of Ontario’s 

latest attempt to help municipalities by making 
manufacturers pay for all this? They have 
implemented an extended producer responsibility 
(EPR) program which essentially means the 
companies that make packaging and other waste 
would pay, or be responsible, for disposing of it, 
usually through a recycling program.
In an interview with waste diversion expert 

Calvin Lakhan of York University, CBC News 
asked him “So what should happen if EPR is 
implemented, and the municipality is no longer 
bearing that cost? You should see a decrease in 
your municipal taxation.” He answered: “In most 
other jurisdictions where recycling is built into 
the cost of property tax, that absolutely will not 
happen. Municipalities will essentially take that 
money and appropriate it for another reason.”
So, in the face of all this evidence about the 

cost effectiveness of initiatives of this nature, 
what is Simcoe County proposing? Building 
a new recycling center in the middle of a 
forest and hoping that it can operate it better 
than Montreal or any other Canadian or North 
American City! 
Bottom line? In light of COVID 19, and the 

enormous drain on the coffers of the County, 
isn’t it time for the elected politicians of 
Simcoe County to revisit the feasibility of this 
initiative? We think so!

Discussing Local Issues Threatening Water 
Marks the Start of Student-Led Initiative

By: Cara Lintack
On February 3rd, 2021, the Simcoe County Environmental 

Youth Alliance began their Water Initiative, which focuses on 
local, provincial, national, and international issues threatening 
the safety of the water. 
A watershed is an area of land that drains precipitation into 

a common outlet, with Simcoe County’s own Lake Simcoe 
Watershed, spanning 3,400 square kilometres and 20 municipal 
borders. This local watershed is crucial to the well-being of the 
surrounding communities, providing safe drinking water to 7 
municipalities and generating $200 million a year for the local 
economy. In addition to the 450,000 residents living within the 
area, the watershed provides habitats for 75 different species 
of fish, with whitefish, yellow perch, and lake trout being 
popular among anglers. 
Unfortunately, due to the pressure of invasive species and 

human activities, over 32 species within the watershed are 
at risk, including the red-shouldered hawk, and the Jefferson 
salamander.
Invasive species unnatural to the local environment can cause 

irreversible damage to ecosystems and are near impossible to 
remove. Common carp, zebra muscles, garlic mustard, and 
the rusty crayfish are all species causing concern within local 
ecosystems.
As residents relying on this local watershed, we have a 

responsibility to protect it. Simple steps such as taking shorter 
showers, fixing leaky taps and pipes, properly disposing of 
toxic waste, and reducing the use of pesticides and artificial 
fertilizers will help to conserve watersheds and prevent future 
damage. To report the sighting of an invasive species, call the 
toll-free hotline line 1-800-563-7711, or report through the 
EDDMapS Ontario app.
To support the campaign and learn something new about the 

world of water, follow them on Instagram @sceyalliance, and 
contact scenvironmentalyouthalliance@gmail.com to learn 
more about becoming a member of SCEYA.
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Canada's Clean Water
Dear Editor
I read with interest the article by Paul Mahon, Editor-in-

Chief, Ontario Farmer, Feb. 16, 2021.  In this article he took 
a very pragmatic look at the Deep Geological Repository for 
spent nuclear waste near the Great Lakes.  Something has to 
be done, most certainly, but there are other options available 
for government to research instead of merely wanting to keep 
this waste near the entity which produces it.
That said perhaps we should be looking at the bigger 

picture and that would be the protection of, as advertised by 
government, 20% of all of the worlds fresh water.
Flooding along the Great Lakes and their tributaries has been 

brought on through the International Joint Commission (IJC) 
for the Great Lakes.  It seems the working historical plans 
to stop said flooding has been changed to make water-front 
properties pay the price to, purportedly, bring back ecological 
systems.  These systems have been long gone and yet there is a 
movement to flood people out in an effort to bring those back.  
There is no information, in these reports, on infrastructure 
or the billions of dollars of harm these new failed plans will 
cost.  There is, though, the effort by the Governor of New 
York, suing the IJC for billion(s), due to harm these plans have 
caused along New-York’s water-front properties.
The hypocrisy of the IJC is that they allow, and even 

encourage, recreational boating in the Great Lakes and their 
tributaries.  Is that not polluting the water and how can anyone 
take what they are doing seriously when they are encouraging 
polluting?
The other issue caused by the IJC is that the flooding causes 

huge amounts of pollution.  When water-ways flood they 
sweep everything in that path into the water.  If one needs 
proof one merely has to look at the pollution caused by the 
Japan’s earthquake and tsunami.  The results of this are still 
being found world-wide, in our oceans.
But we need to look closer to home.  How many municipalities 

are merely dumping that effluent into our lakes and rivers.  
Most may have heard about Montreal’s huge dump – some 
8 billion liters of raw sewage into the St. Lawrence River but 
most do not realize that most municipalities do this. Question 
– why aren’t they using the effluent in bio-digesters and/or 
burning in clean burning incinerators to generate electricity?  
When it comes to clean burning incinerators the by-product 
can be used for construction materials, etc.  So, why isn’t 
government looking at that, instead of spending tax-payer’s 
money advertising telling you, the average person, to turn off 
your taps to save water?
That is for you and your elected officials to decide …
Elizabeth F. Marshall,

Non-Partisan Advocate
Director of Research Ontario Landowners 

Association
Author – “Property Rights 101:  An 

Introduction”
Chairperson  – Canadian Justice Review 

Board
Legal Research – Queen’s Counsel, 

Lawyers,  Law Offices, etc.,
Legislative Researcher – MPs, MPPs, Municipal Councillors, 

          President All Rights Research Ltd., 
I am not a lawyer and do not give legal advice.  Any information 

relayed is for informational purposes only.  Please contact a lawyer.
1-519-377-6129

Unionized Construction Work is Safe Work
 A new study by the Institute for Work and Health has found that 

lost-time injury claims to the Workplace Safety and Insurance 
Board (WSIB) are 31 per cent lower on unionized building 
trade construction jobs than they are in a non-union environment. 
The study, Updating a Study of the Union Effect on Safety in the 
ICI Construction Sector, also found that claims for severe injuries 
are 29 per cent lower on union job sites. 
 The data doesn’t lie, and reaffirms what we have always 

suspected. Preventable incidents hurt people, reduce productivity 
and affect worker morale. It is encouraging to see data that assures 
a unionized job is being done properly and safely by people who 
are fully trained in what their tasks are.
 The study analyzed WSIB data from more than 50,000 companies 

representing 1.7 million workers in the Industrial, Commercial 
and Institutional (ICI) construction sector between 2012 and 
2018. The study is a follow up to a similar analysis completed in 
2015 with data up to 2012, with similar conclusions: unionization 
is associated with lower risks of lost-time claims including both 
musculoskeletal and the more severe critical injuries. 
 Furthermore, the updated study has found the union safety 

effect has strengthened over the past five years, when claims from 
unionized construction workers were 23 per cent lower compared 
to unrepresented construction workers. 
 The current study also found that as the size of the company 

grows, the incidence of claims drops, with 36 per cent fewer claims 
in unionized companies with more than 50 employees — and the 
bigger firms tend to be unionized. 
 While the researchers did not investigate why unionized workers 

are filing fewer WSIB claims, they do note that ICI building trades 
unions and their contractor partners make significant investments 
in health and safety training and that unionized building trades 
employees are more likely to report unsafe working conditions, 
refuse unsafe work and ensure enforcement where needed. 
 Building trades union work sites also tend to employ more 

registered apprentices and have higher journeyperson-to-
apprentice ratios according to their trade’s respective collective 
agreement. Building trades union signatory contractors also tend 
to have less worker turnover and longer job tenure. 

Tap water tastes funny to you? Install a water filter on your sink 
at home. A faucet mounted water filter can be as cheap as $40 and 
will remove 96-99 percent of chlorine, 92-99 percent of lead, and 
between 95-99 percent of at least a half dozen other chemicals and 

impurities from your tap water. And you will be paying pennies 
for a bottle versus a dollar-fifty or two dollars at the store!  
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The Honey Place has FIREWOOD FOR SALE!!

SNOW! LET US DO IT!

Driveways

cleareD

http://youtu.be/MMWf4nuayWs

local Honey 
available

BEE SwarM & 
waSP rEMoval
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Council Highlights - February 17

Midhurst Community Centre - Heritage Attributes
On August 5, Springwater Council approved proceeding with the 

formal designation of the Midhurst Community Centre as a heritage 
property under the Ontario Heritage Act.
On the recommendation of the Heritage Advisory Committee, at 

the February 17 meeting, Council approved the following attributes 
be included in the designation by-law:

•	 Vespra Township vault/safe located on 
the lower level
•	 Original upstairs room layout
•	 Original concrete foundation and 

exterior structure
•	 Exterior concrete buttresses and abutments

For additional information on designated properties in Springwater, 
visit springwater.ca/heritage
Community Broadband Advisory Committee
A new Community Broadband Advisory Committee has been 

formed to identify broadband initiatives in the Township, including 
exploring processes and best practices for facilitating community 
broadband expansion in the Township. The Committee includes three 
members of Council and supporting staff members. Community 
engagement and feedback will be sought as the Committee moves 
forward with its mandate.
DocuPet Safe & Happy Fund Recipient
Springwater has launched a new partnership with DocuPet to 

provide dog licensing services in the Township. The new partnership 
provides residents with a convenient, easy and time-efficient way to 
license their dogs. DocuPet offers a donation program called the 
Safe & Happy Fund, where an annual donation is given to a local 
animal welfare association. Currently, Springwater does not have 
an animal welfare association located in the Township, so Council 
voted to have the donation proceeds go to the Alliston & District 
Humane Society located in Everett.
Efficiency and Service Delivery Audit Committee
As the Township moves forward with an Efficiency and Service 

Delivery Audit, a Committee will provide direction and oversee the 
process. The Committee will be responsible for drafting a terms of 
reference and scope for the consideration and approval of Council 
and engage in the process of the audit by receiving regular updates 
and meeting with the chosen consultant. The Committee will be 
made up of three members of Council, as well as the Director of 
Finance and Manager of Human Resources.
 This summary is not a full representation of the meeting. For 

the official record, please refer to the minutes in the next Council 
Agenda. Past Council Meetings are available for viewing on the 
Township’s Youtube channel.
Read this article on our website.

A Message from Doug Shipley, MP
Yesterday the Liberals tabled their most recent 

firearms legislation - Bill (C-21) which targets 
law abiding firearms owners and misses the mark 
in addressing serious gun violence plaguing 
communities across Canada. All Canadians; 
especially law-abiding firearms owners want 
a safer Canada and to be a part of solutions 
addressing the underlying causes of gun violence. 
In November, I spoke about the impact of the 

shooting death of an 11-year-old boy at Jane and 
Finch. Just weeks ago, a 14-year-old girl was shot 
in the same building in Toronto. 
A 20-year-old young man was shot and killed last 

month in Toronto as he drove into his parking garage. 
3 men were killed in 4 days in Metro Vancouver 

last month as gang tensions rise in that area. 
In December, in Barrie; shots were fired into a 

home near Yonge St. and Big Bay point Road.
Legislation that makes air guns and pellet guns 

illegal does nothing for communities and victims 
of gun violence. Frankly it is insulting to those 
who are struggling with gun violence daily. 
Bill C-21 is nothing more than political 

gamesmanship by the Liberals to change the 
channel on their bungled COVID-19 vaccine plan. 
There are grassroots organizations working in 

communities across Canada every day that need 
support and resources. They have told me they were 
not consulted on the drafting of this legislation. 
This is nothing more than elitist politicians and 
their stakeholders telling marginalized Canadians 
what they need instead of asking and listening to 
what they need. 
While increasing penalties for firearms offences 

is a positive step, the reality is most gun crimes 
are committed with illegally obtained firearms. 
Continuing to focus on law abiding firearms 
owners does nothing to make Canadians safer. 
It is far cheaper to invest in prevention than 

intervention in my opinion. 
It is shameful the Liberals voted against Bill C-238, 

a Conservative Members bill that would have 
imposed tougher sentences for criminals smuggling 
or found in possession of illegal firearms. 
The Liberals can take immediate steps to deal 

with the underlying issues of gun violence 
while ensuring law abiding firearms owners are 
regulated and protected. For instance, investing in 
grassroots community organizations and anti-gang 
and gun units. Additionally, investing in CBSA at 
the border to help fight against smuggling. 
It is disappointing during a pandemic Justin 

Trudeau is focused on his own ideology 
instead of evidence-based solutions 
with impacted communities’ input. 
Sincerely, 

Doug Shipley, MP
Barrie-Springwater-Oro-Medonte

MON STIR FRY NIGHT

TUES BURGER NIGHT

WED WING NIGHT

THURS PASTA NIGHT

FRI FISH NIGHT

SAT STEAK NIGHT

SUN HOME TOWN COOKING

DAILY FEATURES

(The best 
burgers!)

(Voted best!)

(Weekly)

(Weekly)

(Weekly)
(Best seller)

(Fresh turkey, bee
f)

Specials updated daily 
on FB, Instagram, Google

TAKEOUT/DELIVERY HOT LINE
705-322-2652

23 Queen St. W. Elmvale

NEW HOURS:  MONDAY/TUESDAY 11 AM - 7 PM  
WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY 11 AM - 8 PM 

FRIDAy & SATuRDAy 11 Am - 9 Pm  •  SuNDAy 11 Am - 8 PM

Ontario Government Building New 
School in Alliston

As part of Ontario’s ongoing efforts to build and improve 
local schools, the province has given Simcoe Muskoka 
Catholic District School Board approval to proceed to 
tender a new Alliston Catholic Elementary School. 
The $15.0 million investment will provide a new, quality 

learning environment for the students of Alliston, as 
well as new child care rooms. This project is part of the 
province’s capital investment program to support students 
with better learning spaces.
Ontario’s investment in new and updated schools will 

create the foundation for a modern learning environment 
for hundreds of students across the province.
Highlights of the new school construction include:

•	 470 elementary student spaces.
•	 49 new licensed child care spaces.
•	 3 new child care rooms.

The new Alliston Catholic Elementary School will be 
located at 81 Willoughby Way in Alliston.
Quick Facts:

•	 The Ontario Government is working with school 
board partners to invest in capital projects that advance 
safe and accessible learning opportunities for students.
•	 To create new opportunities for Ontario’s 

families, the government is investing up to $1 billion 
to create up to 30,000 new child care spaces in schools 
over five years.
•	 The Ontario Government announced in 

Budget 2020 that over the next ten years, Ontario 
is investing $13 billion in capital grants, including 
allocating $550M in 2020-21 for new schools, 
additions and major renovations.
•	 This massive investment will build new 

schools and help existing schools after a decade of 
closures and maintenance backlog. 
•	 Ontario is also providing school boards with 

a historic $1.4 billion in funding to renew and 
maintain existing schools. 
•	 This funding could be used to replace aging 

heating or air conditioning systems, repair roofs 
and windows, and install important accessibility 
features like elevators and ramps.

Re Feb. 18th Editor's 
Musings re COVID

Sars-Covid-2 has never been 
physically identified or sequenced 
here in the West. Coronavirus 
was first identified in 1965 as the 
common cold and flu virus. Millions 
of variants are always mutating, 
and Covid-19 is whatever they 
want it to be. Our civilization is 
being destroyed over the common 
cold and flu virus. The Covid-19 
virus has not been isolated.
Here is some information of what 

is going on legally in relation to 
worldwide Governments’ handling 
of the Covid-19 virus pandemic.
https://www.bitchute.com/video/

R5E1KWSpHhOH/?fbclid=IwAR
2_9NyHcgZY--QwydJTRZwC33L
k8X1JJj2Y68TgmmXCSPDh6Ebe
fkTVA8E           Gerald Boy

There is nothing evil about bottled water. Sometimes it is just 
more convenient to buy a bottle of water than spend time looking 
for a water fountain. But do you really have to buy two or three 
brand new individual bottles a day? Whenever I buy a bottle of 

water I try to save the bottle, if it is convenient, and re-fill it with 
tap water. I almost always have a few bottles of ice cold water 
in my fridge that I haven't paid a cent for, and it's just as easy 

to bring one with me in the car in the morning or to the gym at 
night as it is to buy a bottle while I'm out

*-- Foods for Healthy Hair and Nails --*
Whey Protein: Whey Protein helps your hair produce 

Keratin and makes it stronger. As an added bonus, Whey 
Protein also helps to control your appetite and it gives you 

more energy. Common household food that can quickly 
contribute to your whey intake? Milk and eggs.  

Blueberries: Blueberries are loaded with vitamins, 
minerals, and antioxidants that will help improve your 

immune system. Believe it or not, it will also help boost 
your hair, skin, and nails.  

Red Meat: Red Meat is loaded with protein and iron which 
is helpful for thicker hair and stronger nails. The meat has 

higher levels of saturated fat which is something you should 
try to eat at least once a week.  

Beer: Believe it or not, beer can actually be 
really good for your hair It makes hair look 
more voluminous and it can stimulate hair 
growth. Beer is loaded with silicon which 

promotes circulation to the scalp!  
Oysters: Oysters are loaded with Zinc. Zinc is 
really important for making proteins in your 

hair and nails. Each serving of Oysters has 74 
grams of Zinc.  

Fatty Fish: About three percent of the hair shaft 
is made up of omega-3 fatty acids. They're 

found in cell membranes on your scalp and in 
the natural oils that keep your scalp and hair 

hydrated. While salmon is usually the superstar 
choice, mackerel, sardines and anchovies are 

even better.  
Brazil Nuts: Brazil nuts boosts your hair and nails. 
By eating 6-8 of these nuts every day, it is a simple 

way to help your hair and nails stay healthy.  
Almonds: Almonds are loaded with protein 

and magnesium, which promotes healthy hair 
and stronger nails. Magnesium is also and anti-
stress mineral which helps to keep from losing 

your hair.  
There are many other foods out there that can 

have similar results as well. Research the things 
you like to eat, see what they contain and how 

they can help your body. You may be surprised!
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jordan@carsonelectric.net
705.717.8767

1087 Rainbow valley Road
Phelpston, ON  L0L 2K0

Jordan Carson
Master Electrician

Vanishing Barns - Cathy Walton has been researching barns in Flos and Vespra Townships (now Springwater) for the last six years and has 
published the results in the book “Vanishing Barns”. 

If you are interested in a copy, please contact Cathy at 705 728-1388 or snow-flake53@mail.com.

George and Mary (Archer) breedon
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What’s In the Barn?

The barred owl didn’t move, and Larry, 
the cat backed away. 

(Photo courtesy of Hugh Johnston)

Owls swallow their prey whole. A 1½” owl pellet 
found in a barn contained these bones . 

Turkey vultures have a keen sense of smell and feed 
mainly off dead animals.

(Photo courtesy of Bill Shotyk)

These two month old baby vultures were found 
in a granary in an old barn. There was a lot of 
defensive hissing. The huge double doors to the 
threshing floor were missing. The barn collapsed 
the following winter.
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Built: second barn built in 1921
          demolished in 1974
Features: hip roof with a lean-to on the
back of the barn
Water Source: artesian well with a strong flow
of 9 gallons/minute

Concession 1, Lot 12, Flos Township
1807 Rainbow Valley Road, Springwater Township

Owners
1967-1976 George and Mary (Archer) Breedon
1960-1967 Doug and Pauline (Johnston) Jones
1939-1960 Leonard and Muriel (Braithwaite) Jones
  Joe Shanahan
~18871  Richard Long 

When the original barn burned down, the foundation was reused and converted to a sheep barn. A 
second barn was built in 1921. The farm was originally 50 acres at the front, with an additional 20 
acres bought from a tax sale. 

Leonard Jones bought milking machines after W.W. II and milked 15 cows. A milk house was built 
over the artesian well and the milk cans were stored in a hole filled with cold water. Milk was shipped 
in cans to Toronto and later to Lakeview Dairy in Barrie. When Lakeview Dairy switched to bulk milk, 
Leonard Jones continued shipping in cans to Elmvale. Both Leonard and his son Doug had pigs and 
cattle. Leonard raised sheep, but Doug found them difficult to keep fenced in and did not raise them 
when he took over the farm.

Leonard built the silo with tongue and groove cedar. Green elm strips were tacked around the silo, and 
steel hoops with two nuts on each end secured it all in place. Leonard and Doug’s older brother Joe 
didn’t like heights. Fifteen year old Doug was sent up the backside of the barn, where the lean-to was, 
to measure the area of the roof. Jack Madden did the shingling.

In 1974 the 1921 barn was torn down, with some materials going across the road to repair Hislop’s 
barn on Concession 2, Lot 12. 

 Doug and Pauline Jones. Simcoe County Land Registry, Barrie, ON. 

The sheep barn to the far right was built on the foundation of the original barn that burned down. The 
small building in the middle of the picture was the well house built over the artesian well. Sheaves in 

the field were threshed by George Wicklum and later by Dave Hislop. (Courtesy Pauline Jones)

705-791-0096 
 Siersmasonry.com

RESTORATION &
CUSTOM WORK
CHIMNEY 
FIREPLACE 
BRICK 
NATURAL STONE 
 ANYTHING & EVERYTHING MASONRY

Emergency Brake Application in Simcoe-Muskoka
BARRIE, ON- Like many, we are disappointed to see Simcoe-Muskoka shift into the Grey zone today, on the recommendation of Simcoe 

Muskoka Chief Medical Officer of Health, and with the support of the Mayor of Barrie. It has come as a surprise to our community over 
the weekend.
We know many people watch Covid numbers daily, to know where we sit within the Framework. Based on a plain read of those numbers, 

people logically expected them to lead to Simcoe-Muskoka staying within the Red designation. With this in mind, many businesses had 
ramped up their operations over the past 10 days, in hopes that things were looking up.
Based on the most recent data reporting on the three primary measures, as laid out in the colour coded provincial framework (weekly new 

cases per 100,000; R number; percent positivity) Simcoe-Muskoka does fall within the Red designation. Our hospital capacity is also within 
range. However, as asserted by Dr. Williams and Dr. Gardner, the variant of concern is an additional criteria that must be applied to decision 
making. It was on that basis, with one week of trend data, and expected future trends, that the ‘emergency brake’ back to Grey was triggered. As 
the province has acted since the beginning, the move to Grey was done so upon the advice of our local and provincial medical professionals.
We know and agree that this shift to Grey, after being in Red for only 13 days, has caused turmoil in Simcoe-Muskoka, for families and busi-

nesses alike. The impact on individuals and our community is significant. We have been advocating since day one to support small businesses 
and residents across the riding; to help keep them open through this remarkably difficult time.
Time and again, since COVID-19 appeared in our community, small businesses and residents have been asked to sacrifice and do their part 

to get through this crisis. So many businesses have gone above and beyond to keep their community safe as they remain open. They have done 
so much, and we know they just want to get back to what they do best - running their businesses and 
serving our community We spent the weekend talking and meeting with constituents, listening and 
advocating on your behalf.
We spoke to Mayors, Councillors, business people, decision-makers and others. We will continue to 

advocate for consistent and reliable application of the criteria, based on solid data, to ensure predict-
ability and stability for our business community. 
While expert health advice will continue to guide the decisions on what designation Simcoe-Mus-

koka will be placed in, the voices of our residents must be taken into account. Hearing from you is 
why we will continue to fight on behalf of businesses most impacted by these decisions.
After much advocacy, we were glad to see changes made to ensure skiing and pet grooming services 

were approved to continue in all areas of the framework. Also, to ensure retail stores remain opera-
tional, by approving them to open to 25% of their capacity within the Grey designation. These were 
three issues that received much attention locally. These changes show that your voice matters.
We will also continue to advocate for: a common sense and consistent application of rules that have 

an impact; the factoring of vaccine completion in our area into the opening framework; the separa-
tion of Muskoka from Simcoe, as the data realities are vastly different.
Thank you to everyone who has reached out to us. We always appreciate hearing from you directly. 

It allows us to speak up for what matters most to you. Thank you also to Mayor Jeff Lehman for 
joining us in advocating for local businesses today, to the Barrie Chamber of Commerce for your 
continued work on behalf of small business, and to the thousands of residents who have voiced their 
concerns this weekend. We are listening. We hear you. We will continue working to get Simcoe-
Muskoka back to business.     Doug Downey

 

 

Available from Cathy Walton at 705 728-1388 
or snow-flake53@mail.com 

Ritchie’s Feed or Simcoe County Museum. 

Saint Patrick’s Day, feast day 
(March 17) of St. Patrick, patron saint 
of Ireland. Born in Roman Britain in 
the late 4th century, he was kidnapped 
at the age of 16 and taken to Ireland 
as a slave. He escaped but returned 
about 432 to convert the Irish to 
Christianity. By the time of his death 
on March 17, 461, he had established 
monasteries, churches, and schools. 
Many legends grew up around him—
for example, that he drove the snakes 
out of Ireland and used the shamrock 
to explain the Trinity. Ireland came to 
celebrate his day 
with religious ser-
vices and feasts. 
Saint Patrick's 
Day is celebrated 
on Wednesday, 
March 17, 2021.
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My View – Bill French

Springwater News – A true community builder
I was surprised at the last Council meeting when there 

was a report and discussion on print communication. 
Council was presented with various options with the 
main focus on either retaining the status quo with 

Springwater News, or splitting print advertising between the Springwater 
News and the Barrie Advance. What surprised me more was that the motion 
to retain the status quo was only supported by Councillors Cabral, Hanna, 
Ritchie and Ma-Chapman. Of course it would have helped if the chair 
of the meeting (Mayor Allen) would have kept the discussion on track, 
rather than allowing it to run off in tangents with broad discussions on 
communications and social media which was not the subject of the report. 
The communications person tried to mention a couple of times that this was 
a discussion only on the use of print media but that seemed to get missed in 
the confusing dialogue. What should have taken 10 minutes took about an 
hour. That is why you need strong leadership at these meetings, so Council 
members have clarity on the matter before them. 

I took recent 
copies of the 
Advance and 
Spr ingwater 
News and did 
a comparison. 
Both editions 
were 24 
pages. The 
Spr ingwater 
News pages 
are 50% 
larger to start 
with. About 
20% of the 

Springwater News was advertising while 80% of Advance was advertising 
and virtually no news except for a few Barrie related matters. What keeps 
the Advance alive is the paid distribution of flyers which is the main reason 
for their existence. The Springwater News is received in your mailbox 
while, in my case and two snowblower shear pins later, the Advance is 
thrown in my driveway and becomes a brick in cold weather. 
I grew up in the north part of Springwater, then known as Flos and, as the old 

timers know, Flos and Vespra became Springwater in 1994. It has developed 
into a true community of communities and I do attribute much of the glue 
holding it together to the Springwater News Community Newspaper. By 
simply reading an edition you do know what is happening in our roughly 525 
square kilometer township. Each community is welcome to share their news 
and you see community articles from Midhurst, Hillsdale, Anten Mill, Grenfel 
and others, so we become connected. We also get regular updates from our MP 
and MPP which is quite helpful. It boggles my mind why our Mayor, who gets 
free space for a column, opposed it along with our Deputy Mayor. The reason 
the Springwater News is effective is because it is locally owned by Michael 
Jacobs and is not under the corporate thumb of someone analysing spread 
sheets in an office tower in Toronto or Montreal, dictating how 
it will be run. It would be nice to see readers compliment the 
work that has been done by the Springwater News to hold and 
unify our beloved Springwater over the last quarter of a century.
COVID19 – Another Lockdown – Does it even work?
We are back in the Grey zone but with many stores open at 50% capacity 

which, if nothing else, only adds to the confusion as that is a change from 
the lockdown at Christmas. So we, Toronto and Peel are in the Lockdown 
while York Region, which is about 5 times our Simcoe Muskoka population 
is in Red with virtually everything open with some restrictions. Considering 
we have many commuters to the Toronto and York Region areas, how will 
that stop the spread? The only losers again are those that are shutdown such 
as our restaurants and small retailers. I believe most of our community 
spread is from our larger big box stores and the careless behaviour of 
some individuals who gather indiscriminately. I do question the safety of 
the large retailers as I frequent them. I went to Shoppers Drug Mart twice 
in one day. There was no one monitoring people arriving, there was no 
sanitizer in the sanitizing station on either occasion, no one is disinfecting 
the self check outs and this is a business in the health care field! I went to 
Canadian Tire and again virtually no control or monitoring of any note. 
The spread I really do believe is from the crowds at these large retailers and 
not from your local restaurant or small business that has spent thousands 
on plexiglass seating and workspace separation. These smaller businesses 
have clear protocols and constant monitoring. I question, and would love 
to see any statistics that merited them being closed after the first lockdown. 
What is worse is that if you are a person of faith you cannot gather in a 
congregation in your Church with more than 10 people to worship. The 
statistics do show that few if any infection spread occurred in our churches, 
as most churches implemented some of the most restrictive protocols right 
from the start. Why are they not being allowed gatherings if sanitizing, 
mask wearing and physically distancing requirements are met? We are now 
a year into COVID and for some reason, the medical experts are running 
the ship and they keep changing the rules. We didn’t elect them either. I 
believe in science but when someone is making a decision that impacts 
so many and they as professionals have nothing to lose, I do expect our 
elected officials at times to question them and be the final sanity check. That 
happened in the beginning with Ford but now he seems to be gun shy which 
is disappointing. The only good news is that vaccinations, and some natural 
herd immunity is building as reported by John Hopkins University Health 
Centre and we will be out of this badly organized and executed Pandemic 
Plan. I fear the aftermath of the unbridled sovereign debts we have created 
will haunt us for three generations economically because of COVID being 
so badly managed by elected officials at all levels of government.
Again, please remember these are my thoughts and I am not asking you to 

agree. I respect your freedom of expression and encourage you to SPEAK 
UP, before that freedom is taken from us!!
Bill French is a seasoned business leader with over 40 years experience 

and served in senior positions of International Enterprises. Bill served as 
Mayor of Springwater and a County of Simcoe Councillor from 2014 to 
2018 and has taught business at the college level for over 15 years. You can 
also read these articles on line at http://springwatercitizens.blogspot.com/
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Calling small business owners

We’re working to ensure small businesses can keep 
employing people and serving their communities now 
and when COVID-19 is behind us. 

Visit ontario.ca/COVIDsupport to apply

COVID-19 support could be available to you.

• Grants of up to $20,000 through the Ontario Small
Business Support Grant

• Up to $1,000 in support for purchasing PPE
through Ontario's Main Street Relief Grant

• Rebates for property tax and energy costs

Paid for by the 
Government of Ontario

Online booking begins for COVID-19 vaccination clinics 
SIMCOE MUSKOKA –Those who are 

eligible to receive their COVID-19 vaccination 
at community clinics opening across our region 
beginning the week of March 1 can now book 
their appointment online through the Simcoe 
Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) website. 
Appointments are only available for those who 
are eligible, and clinics are not open for walk-ins.
Those who are eligible at this time, in keeping 

with the provincially identified priorities and local 
vaccine supply, are as follows: adults 85 years 
of age and older; Indigenous adults 55 years and 
older as well as their adult household members; 
adult recipients of chronic home care; and very 
high priority frontline healthcare workers (as 
defined in the provincial priority guideline).
“It is critical to the health of our residents that 

we move forward with our clinics providing 
immunization first to those who need it the 
most based on their risk of severe disease or on 
their likelihood of exposure to it as health care 
workers,” said Dr. Charles Gardner, the medical 
officer of health for SMDHU. “The opening of our 
clinics is just the beginning. Over the months to 
come we will work through priority populations 
to provide vaccination to all adults who want it.” 
The clinics are the result of joint work with many 

partner agencies including Family Health Teams, 
Ontario Health Teams, community hospitals, 
paramedic services, community pharmacists, 
municipalities, Indigenous partners and the 
Central Region of Ontario Health. 
“I thank and commend all of our partners as we 

begin with these new community immunization 
clinics,” said Dr. Gardner. “The opening of our 
clinics to those who are currently eligible to get 
their vaccination is a critically important and 
exciting undertaking and could not have taken 
place without their dedication and hard work.”
Vaccination clinics are located in Barrie/Innisfil, 

South Simcoe, North Simcoe, the Couchiching 
area, South Georgian Bay and Muskoka. Not 
every location will run every day. Pop-up clinics 
and additional locations will be added as the 
vaccine program rollout continues in the coming 
months. Mobile clinics also continue to provide 
immunization to those in community facility 

settings who need it the most and are unable to 
attend the fixed location clinics as well as other 
priority populations benefitting from outreach.
Those eligible can book their appointment online 

at the health unit’s website at www.smdhu.org or 
have a family member or friend book for them. 
For those without access to a computer or internet 
access, appointments can be booked by calling the 
health unit at 1-877-721-7520. Proof of eligibility 
is required and anyone who books appointments 
and is not eligible will be turned away. Please note 
that clinics are not open for walk ins.
For more information, visit or call Health 

Connection to speak with a public health 
professional, weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 
Saturdays 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 705-721-7520 
(1-877-721-7520) or at www.smdhu.org. 
A copy of the health unit’s COVID-19 

Vaccination Plan is now available on our website.
Clinics locations where immunization will take 

place for those who have pre-booked appointments 
only are as follows.
Note:  Not all clinics will be open every day, and 

dates and times will vary with vaccine supply. 
Details will be provided at time of booking.

Region and Clinic Locations
Barrie and Area

•	 29 Sperling Drive, Barrie
•	 Holly Recreation Centre, Barrie
•	 Innisfil Recreation Complex

Muskoka Region
•	 Active Living Centre, Huntsville
•	 Bracebridge Sportsplex

Couchiching Area
•	 Rotary Place, Orillia

North Simcoe
•	 North Simcoe Sports and Recreation 

Centre, Midland
•	 Penetanguishene Arena 

South Georgian Bay
•	 Collingwood Legion (Drive thru)
•	 Recplex Community Centre, Wasaga 

Beach (Drive thru)
South Simcoe

•	 Alliston Memorial Arena
•	 Tottenham Community Centre
•	 Bob Fallis Arena, Bradford

Man breaks record for opening cans with mouth - An Ontario man broke a Guinness World Record 
-- but not any teeth -- when he used his jaws to bite open 24 full beverage cans in 1 minute. Chucky 

Mady, 32, an mixed martial arts fighter from Windsor, was recorded on video using his powerful jaws to 
rip the tops off the cans, causing soda to spray all over him and the surrounding area. "I've been doing it 
for years -- I started when I was 16," Mady said. "Just messing around. Party tricks." Mady said it was 
several years later before he decided to take on the world record. "One day, I was watching Guinness 

World Records Gone Wild on TV. There was this guy, Ryan Stock, who was doing it. His record was 11 
cans in 1 minute, and I was like: 'I can do that.'" Guinness confirmed Mady set the new record at 24 cans.
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Survey finds 52 per cent of 

Canadians participate in outdoor 
recreation only once a week or less, 
and 28 per cent participate less than 
once a month
As the pandemic continues to 

impact daily life, with more time at home and increased 
screen time, many families are seeking new activities to 
keep their children engaged and active outdoors. While 
staying indoors is one way to beat the cold, safe outdoor 
play offers a multitude of physical, mental and social 

benefits.
A 2021 Maru Voice 

Canada survey examining the 
frequency that Canadians and their 
families are engaging in outdoor 
recreational activity for at least 30 
minutes found:
• 16 per cent are engaging 

daily
• 52 per cent are engaging once a week or less
• 28 per cent are engaging less than once a month
To inspire families with new ideas to get outside safely, 

Scouts Canada and Hydro One partnered to launch a free 
Activity Finder. The searchable database, available at 
Scouts.ca/ActivityFinder, offers more than 150 thoughtful, 
educational and fun activities that also help youth of all 
ages develop well-rounded skills. Each activity provides 
simple guidelines challenging young people to plan and 
facilitate the activities themselves and then reflect on how 
to do it even better the next time.
Research shows outdoor recreation is a fundamental need 

for children. It not only supports physical development, 
but also contributes to building greater resilience – 
essential for navigating uncertainty and change during 
the pandemic, cognitive functioning, creativity, problem 
solving, positive self-esteem and more.
With Canadian guidelines recommending children ages 

five to 17 engage in 60 minutes of moderate-to-vigorous 
physical activity daily along with several hours of light 
physical activity, getting outdoors is one way to achieve it. 
Whether you are a novice explorer or a seasoned adventurer, 
winter is a great time to challenge the imagination, develop 
survival skills and explore your capabilities.
Scouts Canada and Hydro One are sharing nine creative 

ways for households to safely enjoy the winter:
Compete in a winter Olympics! Challenge your household 

to participate in events like deep snow races, snowman 
building, snowball target range, and more. Scout tip: pile 
and pack snow to create smooth, standing targets and use 
natural food colouring to make fun designs.

Engineer the ultimate snowball competition. Put STEM 
skills to the test by building catapults to launch mini 
snowballs or bean bags. Make it a competition to see 
who can launch them the furthest and learn how different 
design elements will impact the trajectory.
Practice ice safety drills. Do you know how to tell if a 

frozen pond is safe to walk on or what to do if someone 
falls through? Lay down a tarp to simulate ice, and practice 
safety skills like crawling with your feet spread wide and 
using items found nearby like a branch or a hockey stick to 
make a long-assist rescue.
Create a snow art masterpiece. Mix natural food colouring 

with water to create environmentally-
friendly paintings in the snow. Use 
foraged materials to build picture 
frames.
Chart the winter skies. Stargazing 

isn’t just for the summer. Bundle up 
on a clear night to spot constellations 
that are prominent in the winter 
like Orion and planets like Mars, 

Saturn and Jupiter. Get creative and make up your own 
constellations from patterns you spot in the sky.
Search for buried treasure. Geocachingis an outdoor 

treasure hunt that uses GPS coordinates to find hidden 
containers.Many caches are still accessible in winter. Test 
your navigation skills and see how many you can find.
Save the world with a winter-themed LARP. LARPing 

(live action role play) is a role playing game that uses 
imagination to create a scenario – like a quest – and 
characters to take part.
Track neighbourhood creatures. Look for footprints in the 

snow or mud and other evidence of animals. Create a cheat 
sheet with pictures of tracks to help with identification and 
see how many you can find.
A quinzhee – a shelter made from piling snow, letting it 

settle and then hollowing out the middle with a shovel – is 
a great way for experienced winter campers to take the 
adventure to the next level. It’s also a great day activity 
for kids to build! Making a quinzhee is fairly simple but it 
takes time and proper steps to build it safely.
Prioritizing safety in all activities is essential for a 

successful adventure. Follow the COVID-19 safety 
directives from governments and health agencies, 
maintain physical distancing and take appropriate winter 
precautions including checking the forecast; dressing in 
warm, waterproof layers; planning for any scenario and 
bringing an emergency kit.
For activity instructions, additional ideas, winter warmth 

and safety tips, or to join Scouts to learn firsthand, visit 
Scouts.ca.
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Coldwater Fall Fair GoFundMe

On June 16th 2019, for the second time within 15 years 
The Coldwater and District Agricultural Society was 
victim of arson and lost their cattle barn. 

 https://barrie.ctvnews.ca/fire-destroys-coldwater-fall-
fair-cattle-barn-1.4470110
 https://www.simcoe.com/news-story/9438572-fire-

destroys-cattle-barn-at-coldwater-fairgrounds/
 Within hours of the fire being extinguished, several 

community members responded to a request for assistance 
and worked together to quickly place a perimeter fence 
around the scene to ensure public safety. 
 Following that negotiations started with the insurance 

providers on rebuilding options. Although the barn was 
insured for replacement value, the agricultural society has 
elected that instead of building another wood structure 
and risking a third fire due to vandalism, that they would 
rebuild a fully steel structure. This comes at a larger cost 
and the insurance provider will not cover anything above 
replacement of the wooden structure. In addition while 
negotiating, the pandemic happened thus slowing the 
process. During this time, like many other items, the cost 
of construction increased twice, leaving the agricultural 
society responsible for approximately $30,000. 

 The Coldwater and District Agricultural Society has been 
a part of the community for 127 years operating the annual 
fair strictly with a very dedicated group of volunteers. Each 
year the Coldwater and many surrounding communities 
support the organization by participating and attending any 
of the events hosted over three days. We are very proud of the 
traditions that have been built and maintained over the years 
and look forward to providing these for many years to come. 
 The Coldwater Fall Fair has also been able to maintain 

fiscal responsibility to ensure that the quality and safety 
of the fair can be maintained each year. The annual cost 
to run the fair is approximately $100,000 and requires 
significant upfront costs prior to the annual hosting. 
 To ensure we can maintain our fiscal responsibility, we 

are asking for some assistance in offsetting the additional 
costs we are responsible for on our barn rebuild. Your 
support would go directly to the replacement costs of 
the barn so that we can continue to offer opportunities 
for families to see the various animals and shows while 
also providing an opportunity for our local agricultural 
community to display their livestock. 
If you would prefer to send a cheque please make it 

payable to C.D.A.S. and mail it to
 Coldwater Fall Fair,
 PO Box 339.
 COLDWATER,  ON  L0K 1E0
 Thank you for your support and we look forward to 

providing you with many more years of the Coldwater 
Fall Fair. 

CANADA HEALTHY 
COMMUNITIES INITIATIVE

Huronia Community Foundation takes part in a 
new Healthy Communities Initiative.

COVID-19 has seriously impacted our access and 
use of public spaces which are the glue to our com-
munities. They are a big part of what makes com-
munities safe, vibrant and connected.
The Healthy Communities Initiative is a $31 mil-

lion investment from the Government of Canada 
to support communities as they create and adapt 
public spaces to respond to the new realities of 
COVID-19. We are proud to be working with Com-
munity Foundations of Canada, the Government of 
Canada, the Canadian Urban Institute and other 
community foundations in Central Eastern Ontario 
to provide $1,386,780 of funding to support orga-
nizations who are showing creativity and resource-
fulness in creating solutions that enable people to 
connect and access public spaces safely while still 
respecting public health measures. Organizations 
can now apply online until March 9, 2021, at 5:00 
PM PST. A second application period for funding 
will take place starting in May 2021.
Visit healthycommunitiesinitiative.ca to find out 

more about how to apply, explore resources for ap-
plicants and sign up for community mobilization 
sessions.
Scott Warnock  Executive Director
Huronia Community Foundation

Nine creative ways for families to get active outdoors

Religious freedom should work two ways: we should be free to practice the religion of our choice, but we must also be 
free from having someone else's religion practiced on us. -John Irving, novelist (b. 2 Mar 1942)

Two guys who worked together were both laid off, so off 
they went to the unemployment office. When asked his 
occupation, the first guy said, "Panty stitcher... I sew the 

elastic onto women's panties."  
The clerk looked up panty stitcher in her table. Finding 
it classed as unskilled labor, she gave him $300 a week 

unemployment pay.  
The second guy was asked his occupation. "Diesel fitter," 

he replied.  
Diesel fitter is listed as a skilled job, so the clerk gave the 
second guy $600 a week. When the first guy found out he 

was furious. He stormed into the office to find out why 
his friend and co-worker was collecting double his pay.  
The clerk explained, "Panty stitchers are unskilled, and 

diesel fitters are skilled labor."  
"What skill?!" yelled the panty stitcher. "I sew the elastic, 

and he pulls on it and says, "Yep, dese'll fit 'er."
The judge asked the defendant why he always burgled 

only the third floor of every high-rise apartment building 
he broke into? The defendant replied..."That's my storey 

and I'm sticking to it."
I believe in getting into hot water; it keeps you clean. 

--G. K. Chesterton  



Springwater News  •  March 4, 2021  •  Edition 594  •  Phone 705.322.2249  Cell: 705.321.2653

Tirebuster
CARS,  light & medium TRuCkS

FARM TiRES • CALCiuM • iN ShOP SERviCE

Sales & Repair of  all Brands
Serving North of Barrie to Midland

We’re growing. We need help!
Are you looking for a job?  Call!

Tirebuster@hotmail.ca
7002 HWy 93 & STAMP SIDE RD • SOUTH OF MIDLAND

705-322-0609
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Open - monday to Friday  •  8:30 - 5:00
Saturday  •  8:30 - 4:30  -  Sundays  •  Closed
We are taking orders for feed, etc...by phone

1548 County Road 92
just west of Elmvale
(705) 322-2363

Taking Poultry orders now!!
Now accepting applications for Spring 

Employment – Cashiers

ANTEN MILLS NEWS  by Dennis Gannon
From Stay at Home to the Red Zone and now to Grey we have had our share of changes this winter. Springwater 

Township when we entered the Red Zone several weeks ago made the difficult decision to close all community 
rinks for the balance of the year. There have been many discussions as to whether it was right or not and while 
we all can be armchair quarterbacks in our own home, we must accept that the decision they made were based 
on many factors we may not have seen in our community but 
were occurring in the township. The season was short. But at 
the same time those who got to use the rink obviously enjoyed 
it. The rink would not have had a season at all if it wasn't for 
the volunteers who took time out of their daily life to make it 
happen. On behalf of the entire community, a huge thank you 
to Chad Muir and all the people who assisted him in making 
the best out of an uncertain season. We appreciate everything 
that was done. Next season more volunteers will again be 
required so plan on participating now and put forward your 
efforts. 
It is interesting how photographs can stir memories. In 

previous editions of this column some photos from past events 
in the community have been posted. The winter carnival 
brought comments and some more photos and there were a 
number of comments on social media regarding the softball 
photos. In today’s world we have the opportunity to take photos 
just as quickly as we can lift our cellphones. Unfortunately 
though, they stay on our devices hardly to ever be seen again. 
This week more photos from both the winter carnival and 
the Anten Mills softball days will be shared with you. In the 
coming weeks photos from other events or activities will be 
printed as they become available. Fortunately there have been 
some photographs from past events held in the community that 
the previous executive of the Community Association placed 
in albums which we can refer back to. It has been mentioned 
many times that this year will be the 50th anniversary of a 
community association here. You are encouraged to check 
your cupboards, old photo albums or phones and if you have 
photos from community events, consider sharing them with 
the CRA as they prepare for hopefully the 50th anniversary 
celebration later this fall. Feel free to contact me at the email 
listed and we can arrange to keep those memories as part of 

our history. 
The community sign board 

located along Wilson Road 
has been maintained since 
the fall by the Watkins 
family. When you post a 
very reasonably priced 
message, those funds come 
to the CRA in order to 
supplement and pay for our 
community events. Thank 
you Roslyn, Shawn and 
family for your assistance 
in posting the messages and 
when there is no specific 
message, those funny or 
inspirational ones posted. If 
you want to share a birthday 
wish, send congratulations 
or post your business, all 
you need to do is send an 
email to antenmillssign@
gmail.com and information 
will be sent on how it can be 
arranged. 
While we are in the current 

health crisis, Springwater 
Township has required that 
all meetings need to be 
conducted via video. That 
includes the CRA which 
until now has done so with 
in person meetings. With the 

50th anniversary coming forward, the CRA will host a meeting for the community in the near future. Watch this column 
for an update as to time and date as well as the Anten Mills Community Facebook page and join the conversation. Input 
from all members of the community are needed and welcome.
On March 14 we move our clocks ahead as we enter into Daylight Saving Time. Spring is just around the corner with 

warmer temperatures and longer days. When you change your clock, change the batteries in any battery operated smoke 
alarms you may have. Smoke alarms have a 10 year life expectancy so check the date on your alarm, either hardwired 
or battery operated and replace them if required. If your house was built in 2011, the smoke alarms need to be replaced. 
While you are at it, practice your family fire escape plan. You only have minutes to escape a fire.
Another longtime resident of the community has celebrated a milestone birthday as was posted on the community 

signboard. Happy birthday Murray or Dr.Deller as he was known to his many patients over the years. We hope that you 
had a wonderful day and we wish you many more.
Stay Healthy, Stay Safe, Stay Strong. antenmills1@gmail.com  

Ontario Taking Steps to Make it 
Easier and Safer to Participate in 

Provincial Elections
TORONTO — The Ontario government is taking steps to 

make it easier and safer for people to vote, become a can-
didate and protect provincial elections against outside in-
fluence and interference. The Protecting Ontario Elections 
Act, 2021 would, if passed, help guard against threats such 
as the long-term impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, un-
der-regulated third-party advertising, irregular campaign 
spending and collusion.
The proposed reforms build on the Ontario legislature's 

2016 decision to ban corporate and union donations to 
political parties and help ensure individuals remain at the 
centre of the electoral process.
To protect Ontario elections, 19 legislative amendments 

have been proposed to:
• Make it more convenient and safer for people to vote 

in a COVID-19 environment by increasing advance 
polling days from five to ten, changes first proposed 
by Ontario's Chief Electoral Officer;

• Double the amount individuals can donate to a can-
didate, constituency association, leadership contes-
tant or party from $1,650 to $3,300 per year, protect-
ing the essential voice of Ontarians in campaigns;

• Extend third-party advertising spending limits from 
six to 12 months before an election period and in-
troduce a definition of collusion to help protect On-
tario's elections from outside influence and interfer-
ence; and

• Clarify the rules that allow Members of Provincial 
Parliament to maintain individual social media ac-
counts before, during and after a writ period, as well 
as pave the way for the legislature to set other social 
media rules. 

Elections Ontario has reported that the scale of third-par-
ty advertising in Ontario is greater than at the federal level, 
and Ontario is the only province in Canada where third-
party spending is counted in the millions of dollars, rather 
than in the thousands. In 2018, third parties spent over $5 
million during the election period and the six months prior 
to the election.
"Each and every Ontarian is a driving force of our democ-

racy - from casting their votes to volunteering on campaigns 
or putting one's name on a ballot," said Attorney General 
Downey. "We want to ensure that the electoral system con-
tinues to evolve to protect their central role as individuals 
and promote fairness in the electoral process for everyone."
Quick Facts
• Several of the proposed reforms fulfill recommen-

dations of Ontario’s Chief Electoral Officer from 
a special report on election administration and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, released in November 2020.

• In response to requests from the municipal sector, the 
government is also proposing changes to the Munici-
pal Elections Act, 1996 that would enable clerks to 
allow municipal election candidates and third-party 
advertisers to submit their forms electronically.

• Learn more about the proposed amendments in this 
bill.

• 2020 marked 100 years of elections in Ontario. Over 
the past century, Elections Ontario has administered 
28 general elections, 149 by-elections and two ref-
erendums.

• Learn more about previous reforms to address the 
influence of third parties on elections.

$40 desk contained $127,000 in bonds
WEYMOUTH, Mass. - A Massachusetts man who bought a 
desk for $40 at an auction said a search for a missing knob 

turned up at least $127,000 worth of bonds. Phillip LeClerc, 60, 
of Weymouth, said he bought the desk for $40 on Nov. 19 at a 
Kelley Auctions sale and he went searching through the desk's 

many compartments when a knob came loose from a small 
drawer and fell off. LeClerc said he discovered the first envelope 
poking out from a small gap beneath a drawer and he soon had a 
stack of bonds that matured in 1992 and have since accumulated 

interest. He estimated the stack of bonds is worth a total of at 
least $127,000. LeClerc contacted Marge Kelley, president of the 
auction company. Kelley said the bonds were returned to a man 
who said the money will go toward caring for his 94-year-old 

father. "I've been doing this for 10 years and every day the stories 
get stranger and better and [more] fabulous," Kelley told the 

Boston Globe. "The gentleman whose family the bonds belong 
to, he can't even believe it. He said, 'I'm over the moon.'"

*-- Get a Better Nights Rest with These Food --*
Middle-of-the-night blood-sugar dips can lead to 

powerful hunger pangs, which double your risk of 
restless sleep and early morning wake-ups. A tasty Rx: 
Sprinkle meals with 1 tablespoon of cinnamon daily. 
According to Yale University researchers, this sweet 

spice improves insulin sensitivity, carb absorption and 
blood-glucose control, reducing your odds of sleep-

disrupting blood-sugar dips by 40 percent.
If worries about your to-do list are jolting you 

awake before dawn, eating 1 cup of bell peppers 
daily can help you get 60 more minutes of sleep. 

The vitamin C in peppers soothes the adrenal 
glands so seasonal busyness doesn't cause early 

morning stress hormone spikes.
Aches and pains triple your risk of restless sleep, 
but savoring one medium avocado a day can curb 

even chronic pain flares by 59 percent. This is 
because the creamy fruit contains a compound 

(oleic acid) that blocks your body's production of 
pain-triggering hormones called prostaglandins.
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BrIDGE BITES              from The American Contract Bridge League 
 
MaNaGING THE ENTrIES               By: Brian Gunnell 
 

 E-W Vulnerable 
 South   West     North    East 
 2♣         Pass    2♦         3♠ 
 6♥         Pass    Pass     Pass 
 
After East’s 3♠ preempt, South couldn’t 
see a scientific way of bidding his hand 
so he leapt majestically to 6♥, hoping 
that Dummy would have a few crumbs 
for him.  After West leads a Spade, a 
mediocre Dummy appears, now how 
should Declarer play the hand? 
 

The road to success requires setting up Dummy’s Diamonds via two ruffing 
finesses, playing East to have one or both of the missing Diamond honors.  This 
line requires three entries to Dummy (two entries for the ruffing finesses, plus 
one to enjoy the proceeds), and those entries can only come from the trump suit.   
 
That’s the general idea, but the devil is in the details.  For that line to work, 
Declarer will be sure to use high trumps for any Diamond ruffs.  And Declarer 
must also pay careful attention to the Heart spots.  If, for example, on the first 
round of trumps, he plays the Heart Six to Dummy’s Jack then he can kiss the 
contract goodbye.  It has to be the Six to the Seven, and so on. 
 
With those caveats in mind, the play is simple enough.  After winning the ♠A, 
Declarer cashes the ♦A, crosses to Dummy with a trump (say the Six to the 
Seven), runs the ♦J around to West’s Queen (pitching a Spade), ruffs the Spade 
return high, and gets to Dummy with another trump.  Another Diamond is led, 
East plays the King and Declarer ruffs (high, of course).  Now it’s over to Dummy 
with yet another trump, and the established Diamonds are enjoyed. 
 
Visit www.acbl.org for more about the fascinating game of bridge or email marketing@acbl.org 
 For games in Barrie see www.barriebridge.com 
For games in Midland see www.midlanddbc.com 
 

 ♠ 42 
♥ J97 
♦ JT984 
♣ 872 

 

♠ 73 
♥ 532 
♦ Q532 
♣ QT94 

         North 
 
West            East  
   
      Declarer 

♠KQJT865 
♥ 4 
♦ K76 
♣ J6 

 ♠ a9 
♥ aKQT86 
♦ a 
♣ aK53 

 

Mohawk Farmers and Sacred Garden
Story and photos by Danny Beaton, Turtle Clan Mohawk, Six Nations Haudenosaunee

In Memory of Alicja Rozanska and Three Sisters Corn, Beans and Squash
Every time I would go back to Six Nations 

and visit my elders Alice and Lehman, they 
would say: “What's new in Toronto, Danny? 
Are you fighting more environmental 
issues? Are things getting better or worse 
over there?” Alice would say: ''Go out in the 
garden, Danny, and eat some fresh rhubarb.” 
Our old elders knew how to keep happy and 
make others happy just by sharing food and 
good ideas and honoring Creation all around 
them. Our elders had been taught by their 
elders traditional native culture and that the 
natural world would take care of them if they 
took care of all natural life around them. Many 
of our elders had spent their life in the forest 
living a good life of hunting and gathering 
and some still do, and they were also able to 
work in the cities and earn a living building 
structures and high-rise apartments that housed 
the mostly non-native Europeans. Many of our 
people kept farms and maintained growing food 
while working in cities doing construction. This continued 
for many years and many Indigenous people were able 
to take time to go hunting and fishing for their families 
throughout the year because they knew they had to eat real 
food and maintain Sacred Thanksgiving ceremonies to the 
life-giving forces. Ceremonies were maintained on many 
reserves even during first contact, but it became harder up 
north, as the new people coming had their own ways of life 
that were not Indigenous to Indigenous territories. All of 
this information must be kept alive and preserved, because 
our younger generations are now struggling to protect the 
old hunting grounds and rivers where our ancestors fished 
for food. Even our medicines and berries are in danger of 
being killed from urban sprawl and resource extraction. Our 
old way of life, when our elders were happy from sharing, is 
hard now, because natural life is not what it used to be once 
you enter the cities. We have survived colonization, we 
have survived residential school, now we have to survive 
Global Warming, Climate Change and Infectious Virus. 
Nothing has been easy for Indigenous people in Canada or 
the USA, but we are still trying to protect Mother Earth and 
keep our way of life going, hunting, fishing and farming.
We all are living a Human Experience of learning, 

building, teaching, seeing, feeling, creating, sharing what 
we have experienced with the community, with the world 
around us, with life, with our thinking, with work, words, 
art, dance, song, everything that is going on around us we 
learn from and communicate and grow like a garden in the 
world. As native people, our elders and leaders teach us 
how to communicate and be connected to all the natural 
world and life around us, even when we dream at night, or 
can hear life talking to us through our relatives. We also 
have our own instinct and intuition like an animal hunting 
in the forest. We too are hunters and seekers gathering 
experiences, teachings, lessons that will bring us peace, 
harmony, healing, good health and the ability to share and 
help others. Our people have always been builders and 
organizers, but in our way of life our work was never to 
destroy life around us. Our communities were also farmers, 
and in Canada and North America Indigenous people shared 
and traded in order to have a better life, and things were 
very good until the fur trade and gold rush created greed. At 
the same time alcohol came into our communities, and our 
healthy communities soon were sick from the new poisons. 
Later Indigenous people began the return and restoration 
of their healing culture, but things have not been the same; 
they never will, but we never stop trying to heal.
Our old elders know what is happening on Sacred Mother 

Earth. They have spent their whole adult life in ceremonies 
and council with Great Creator and Life-giving forces. Our 
people on Six Nations are holding the original instructions 
just like all native communities across Turtle Island for 
Natural Life. Only some people have got lost in all the 
inventions and foreign ideology. Because Indigenous 
Culture is one of healing and harmonizing, we all need to 
focus and balance ourselves in the messages and teachings 
of our sacred ancestors and Indigenous Values and Thinking. 
Just start by talking about what needs to be done to achieve 
justice and healing for Mother Earth and society at the 
breakfast table. Even writing our ideas down can help share 
the dreams we each carry and hold in our minds, body and 
spirit. Do not get sucked into negative thinking or action. 
Our elders have said peace and gentleness is our greatest 
strength! Tom Porter says we need to arrange ourselves like 
a bouquet in the Garden of The World. 
Lehman Gibson, Mohawk Six Nations Haudenosaunee, 

Speaks Out
"This struggle has brought unity to the community", said 

the Late Lehman Gibson, a Mohawk Farmer and Traditional 
Elder of the Six Nations Territory.  "I have never experienced 
such unity and strength of our people up until now.  The 
elected council is supporting our old traditional government 
of our Clan Mothers as equals. Everyone has come together 
for peace here. Everyone has come to defend the protestors 
and our original territories.  Our homeland.  We are finally 
united as a People, as a Nation.  For our Sacred Traditional 
Longhouse values, the Way of the Good Mind, where our 
Clan Mothers are respected as leaders. At this time we are 
being respected as a Nation. But who knows for how long."

John Gibson, Mohawk Six Nations Haudenosaunee, 

Speaks Out
Ultimately we want to leave a legacy for 

our future generations by thinking ahead. 
Its all about our future generations, the 
unborn, our family, showing them that we 
made a commitment to the environment, 
to the land. We fought for it. That’s how 
we got here in the first place. That’s 
why we’ve been here- camped along the 

Grand River for the last 200 years. This has 
affected every human being on the planet. 
If we don’t harmonize ourselves, living in 
peace, all the principals that the Iroquois 
Confederacy stand for, all the laws we stand 
for is about keeping the great peace.
That’s why when we talk about the 

environment we are talking about 
everybody’s rights. The vast majority of 
people, including non-native people support 
what we are doing, they understand the 
struggle has always been going since day 

one. The media are selling newspapers because of the 
violence, the confrontation. I think people aren’t stupid 
because they realize how important it is to protect the 
environment, our Sacred Mother Earth. Its not just the 
Grand River, its everywhere, there’s a problem of land theft 
all over the world.
They can’t break that bond that we have, its something that 

we’re tied to. There’s nothing they can force upon us. The 
Canadian government can’t impose laws and regulations 
and impose violence on us. They beat us up and it didn’t 
change things. We’re still here and we are more determined 
to protect our children’s future. We’re still fighting, we’re 
not done and we might never be done as long as there is 
Mother Earth. My dream is world peace, people living in 
harmony with natural justice. People doing what’s right, 
living by what’s right. People living with the truth. There’s 
justice and karma out there that’s natural, that snap back 
and bite you in the butt.
That’s what’s happening now, Mother Earth is wounded, 

she can’t do what she used to. All we have to do is watch the 
weather, the universe is speaking on behalf of Indigenous 
Peoples. If we don’t change our ways and stop polluting 
the planet, its going to destroy Mother Earth, Mother Earth 
is suffering, there’s too many people taking from her. We 
can only take so much before nature suffers. Millions of 
people are immigrating out this way, immigrating to the 
green lands, we’re losing the agricultural base here. New 
subdivisions are piling up, people are piling up, on top of 
each other, beside each other isn’t a harmonious way to 
live in the country. Its adding to the pollution of the air, 
everything is getting polluted by overpopulation. Over 
population is polluting Mother Earth. To us the fight isn’t 
with ourselves, it’s the powers to be to understand that you 
can’t eat money, money isn’t everything, you have to look 
at our lifestyle. You have to look at the way of life for all 
humans, in Canada the people can be the catalyst for the 
environment, but its not happening. Because they are not 
listening to the Aboriginal People here, the Native people 
here. We are the heart beat of the environment.
My family have been here in Six Nations, seven 

generations along this Grand River. Everybody has seen the 
development, we’ve been pushed and pushed and pushed. 
Now we’re on a little patch of territory. We’ve been pushed 
back to a tiny patch. We can no longer hunt and do what 
we need to along this river which was our sustenance. The 
river is heavily polluted, with all the cities dumping their 
sewage into the river, tire plants, all the development is 
dumping raw sewage into the river. You can’t eat any of the 
fish anymore.
After all the years of pollution along the Grand the fish are 

heavily contaminated. It all goes back to the Great Lakes, 
the contamination is basically affecting everyone, 

not just Native people. Everyone should be 
speaking out. What happens to Six Nations People 
happens to everyone.
One day there will be no land here, there will 

be no water, only sand, it will be made into a 
desert, barren, no trees, no nothing. We have been 
ignored, our pleas have been ignored, we have 
been asking the government to be accountable 
to the people and to the environment, to Mother 
Earth. But we’ve been ignored. That’s why there is 
an explosion of all these forces, its died down this 
winter but spring is back and were organizing. We 
want to be heard, we have been sleeping outside on 
the roadblock for 1 year. Real issues are affecting 
all of our children’s future, hopefully more people 
will understand our plight and be enlightened.

Ontario Keeping Seniors Safe and 
Socially Connected during COVID-19

Funding will provide seniors with additional virtual 
programming

March 1, 2021 - TORONTO — The Ontario government 
is investing $14.3 million in 2020-21 to support nearly 
300 Seniors Active Living Centres. These programs will 
deliver new virtual initiatives to help keep seniors safe and 
socially connected as they continue to self-isolate due to 
COVID-19.
This year's investment will focus on virtual programs such 

as teleconferences, online videos, one-on-one phone calls 
to help seniors stay connected from home, and support 
projects such as:
• Seniors' Centre Without Walls to create interactive 

telephone-based group programming for socially 
isolated seniors and people with disabilities

• Virtual physical fitness programming
• Online craft programs and delivery of pre-made craft 

kits to seniors
• Meal programs ranging from curbside pick up to 

door-to-door deliveries
• Online educational programs such as tax clinics, 

technology assistance, health and wellness, and 
COVID-19 information

This year's ongoing funding has supported the application 
of safety control measures against the spread of COVID-19, 
and provided more remote and virtual programming. These 
programs have also provided safe in-person programming 
when the local public health unit said it was safe to do so.
The government is committed to the safety and well-

being of Ontario's older adults. Seniors Active Living 
Centre programs are a key initiative to help older adults 
stay healthy, active and socially connected within their 
own communities. 
Quick Facts
• Seniors Active Living Centre operators are 

community-based and promote wellness and social 
interaction through almost 300 programs across the 
province.

• The seniors population in Ontario is the fastest 
growing age group. By 2023, there will be 3 million 
Ontarians over the age of 65.
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wondering what your 

home is worth in today’s 
real estate market?

I can let you know!
Give me a call.

Marta branch
Sales Representative

705-718-6464
martabranch@c21.ca
MartaYour Home.ca

Independently owned and operated. Not 
intended to solicit properties for sale or 

buyers under contract.

Minesing Moments
 I’m not going to talk about COVID in this edition because 

frankly I think we have all had enough of it.  Just do your 
part…continue to wash your hands, wear your mask and 
continue to socially distance.  I do hope this edition finds 
you coping as well as possible and staying healthy.
 The days seems to be milder and I hope you have enjoyed 

some of the sunshine lately.  It is still early to figure out 
what type of month we are going to have weather wise.  
Fingers crossed it’s not too crazy.
 I’m not a vegetable gardener but I am guessing that 

many of you with green thumbs are beginning to start 
your seedlings inside.  I’m sure it feels good to be doing 
something that reminds you of warmer weather and 
preparing for the upcoming season where you will see 
your efforts come to fruition.  
 I wanted to recognize one of our long time neighbours 

who her celebrated retirement just last week as she 
completed 33 years in nursing at RVH where she spent 
her entire career.  A big heartfelt congratulations to Angie 
O’Brien on a rewarding career!  Angie has been a go-
to person for many of us in the community when we’ve 
had questions about medical situations whether it was a 
sprained ankle, cuts or even more serious issues, she was 
always willing and ready to help out whenever needed.  We 
know RVH will miss her but I know that her grandbabies 
are now lucky to have her more readily available for 
quality Grandma time.  Best wishes for a long and healthy 
retirement Angie!
 If anyone has any upcoming birthdays, anniversaries, 

births or events that you would like to put in the Minesing 
Moments, please feel free to email me at lorachalli@
sympatico.ca.  
 Until next time, I wish you all health and happiness.

14 Yonge St. North, Elmvale • 705-322-2261 

call with your shopping list!
“seniors - 2% oFF on your 

DelivereD order!”

 This past week in Milwaukee, Wisconsin this was the 
rainbow. This is a double solar halo, an upper tangent 

arc, two sun dogs, and a solar pillar!! Absolutely 
beautiful and something you don’t often see! 

Mayor Don’s Update – March 4, 2021 
Official Plan Review 
The Township continues to 

plan for the future through the 
review of its Official Plan (OPR). 
Springwater’s Official Plan is a 
living document which needs to be 
updated to consider how and where 
growth can be best accommodated 
and ensure that the Plan continues 
to meet local needs, as well as the 
County of Simcoe’s Official Plan and Ontario’s Planning 
Act.  The revised plan will guide how the Township grows 
and changes over the next 20 years and provide guidance 
on housing, industry, retail and community amenities, 
as well as protect the natural environment and heritage 
features. We need your ongoing input during this process 
to understand the issues that matter to you. 
Since 2016 we have been progressing through the OPR 

process. Phase I involved preparatory work including a 
Communications Strategy, Visioning Workshops, Growth 
Management Strategy, Discussion Paper, Public Open 
House and Statutory Public Meeting to provide further 
input and formally kick off the project. To encourage public 
awareness and input we also developed a questionnaire 
and communication through our website Official Plan 
Review section at www.springwater.ca/OPR under the 
Business and Development tab and then the Official Plan. 
Our most recent public meetings on February 23 included 

an OPR Stakeholder Meeting and a Resident Stakeholder 
and Members of the Public meeting to provide updates 
on the OPR background reports, including the draft 
Population-Related Employment Market Study, the draft 
Intensification Strategy and the draft Bayfield Corridor 
Study.  Meeting specifics were sent to 110 stakeholders 
who registered to participate, and details were broadcasted 
on the Township’s website. Twenty-two people actively 
participated by posing thoughtful questions and discussion 
regarding the boundaries of the Bayfield Street Corridor, 
traffic flows, the greenbelt special policy area surrounding 
the City of Barrie, architectural controls, and clarification 
on intensification. It was great to see our residents and 
stakeholders actively involved in the process.
We are now in Phase II of the OPR, which is the Policy 

Drafting Phase, where the background reports below are 
considered in detail as part of a visioning exercise. Input 
and comments arising from this phase will form the initial 
draft of the Official Plan. There will then be another 
statutory Public Open House for review and comment 
and then finalization of the draft Official Plan, another 
Statutory Public meeting for input and comment and then 
final review and approval of the Official Plan by Council.
Throughout 2020, the project team has drafted three 

major background study reports related to the OPR which 
are available to review at the website link referred to 
above:
Population-Related Employment Market Study: The 

study purpose was to determine whether there is enough 
designated land within the Township to accommodate 
Population Related Employment (PRE) including mixed-
use, commercial and institutional growth until the year 
2031. 
The Township’s urban settlement areas of Midhurst and 

Elmvale have more than an adequate supply of designated 
vacant PRE lands to 2031. Opportunities exist to potentially 
accommodate PRE uses within vacant building space in 
Elmvale and through development of underutilized lands 
within the Midhurst Bayfield Street Corridor. The supply 
of PRE lands within Midhurst is sufficient to accommodate 
demand, as well as to provide market choice of available 
sites for prospective PRE uses over the next 10 to 20 years. 
Presently there is a 17% vacancy rate compared to an ideal 
rate of 5% to 10% and this is in the downtown Elmvale area 
and the Midhurst Bayfield Corridor. The most significant 
opportunity for intensification is on lands designated for 
commercial/mixed-use within the Bayfield Street Corridor 
in the Midhurst urban area.
Intensification Strategy: This study identifies residential 

intensification opportunities to meet the requirements of 
the Simcoe County Official Plan and the Planning Policies 
of the Provincial Government. This includes identifying 
key strategic growth areas and the ability of the Township 
to service and develop them by considering a more diverse 
range of mixed housing options within intensification 
areas. 
There is a 15% intensification target in the County of 

Simcoe Official Plan to 2031, within the built-up areas of 
Elmvale and Midhurst, excluding lands outside of the built 
boundaries. Undelineated built up areas\rural settlements 
boundaries include Centre Vespra, Snow Valley, Minesing, 
Anten Mills, Phelpston and Hillsdale. These are not 
considered delineated in the growth plan and are not 
considered to have potential for significant new growth. 
The 2018 Growth Management Strategy projects the 

need to accommodate 777 units through to 2031 to achieve 
the 15% and presently, the delineated built boundary areas 
of Elmvale and Midhurst have supply potential of 77 
units. The Intensification Strategy identifies the Midhurst 
Settlement Area, particularly within the Bayfield Corridor, 
as the focus for providing an additional supply for the 
other required 700 units and more. The consultant’s main 
recommendations to facilitate intensification include:

•	 Developing the Bayfield corridor in Midhurst 

as a primary focal point for intensification within the 
Township;
•	 Establishing policies that encourage and facilitate 

gentle intensification through the redevelopment of 
existing low-density properties;
•	 Establishing policies to provide a framework 

for the division of estate residential lots within the 
settlement areas, subject to appropriate servicing;
•	 Updating the Midhurst Transitional Residential 

designation to permit a greater variety of housing types 
than single-detached dwellings only; and,
•	 Provide financial or regulatory incentives for 

intensification.
Bayfield Street Corridor Study: This study identifies 

opportunities as a key area of future intensification at the 
intersection of Bayfield Street/Finlay Mill Road/Snow 
Valley Road, including appropriate land uses mixing retail, 
commercial and residential uses. It reviews pedestrian 
and cyclist active transportation and time horizons for 
development. Urban guidelines are proposed, as well as 
appropriate vehicular access and parking locations. 
The corridor is divided into three-character areas separated 

by environmental features. The first area of focus would 
be the street intersection, with 3 and 4-storey buildings 
proposed and above grade parking. Initial projections 
foresee development here of up to 950 residential units and 
250,000 square feet of retail/commercial space. Parkland 
space is also included and the corridor contemplates on 
the wide tract of Bayfield street vehicular, pedestrian and 
cycling lanes and boulevard with a centre 
median as well, subject to negotiations 
with MTO to accomplish this.
The preliminary planning and urban 

design recommendations include 
developing Urban Design Guidelines 
for the Corridor, the urban road cross 
section incorporating active transportation 
that is appropriate and ensuring there 
is a minimum of 5% green amenity 
and parkette space in this urban area to 
accommodate the people living there 
eventually. Consideration of adjustments 
to the appropriate zoning bylaws will 
be part of the plan. Transportation and 
servicing of this area 
will be a priority. 
We need your input:
Your input matters! 

As stated, the studies 
are on the website 
and outline important 
details about the 
possible future of 
Springwater. They 
are detailed and 
informative and 
readable. As we 
continue to move 
forward with this 
process, we need 
to hear about what 
is important to you 
and what kind of 
Springwater you 
want to call home in 
the future. We ask 
that you submit any 
comments on the draft 
reports and your ideas 

by emailing planning@springwater.ca by March 12, 2021, 
however, the Township will continue to accept comments 
throughout the OPR process after that date. Using these, 
we hope to finalize the Population-Related Employment 
Market Study, Intensification Strategy and Bayfield 
Corridor Study by March 26. 
The Draft Official Plan will be ready by July and further 

engagement of stakeholders, the public and Council will 
occur over this summer. The final Updated Official Plan 
is targeted for this fall, with a statutory public meeting in 
December and Council adoption of the new Official Plan 
by the end of 2021. 
Stay well and protect yourself and others against the 

ravages of COVID. Needles are coming…..
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CURBSIDE PICKUP
Springwater Public Library 

remains closed to the public due 
to COVID-19 but is continuing 

to offer curbside service during our regular open hours. 
Please call your local branch for personalized requests or 

place holds using our website or app. All materials are 
quarantined for 5-7 days upon return in book drops. 
Stay safe and we’ll see you soon!
Elmvale Branch - 705-322-1482 elmvale.library@

springwater.ca
Midhurst Branch - 705-737-5650 midhurst.library@

springwater.ca
Minesing Branch - 705-722-6440 minesing.library@

springwater.ca
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

KRAFTING WITH KATHY
Kathy will share an adorable “Bugsy” 

craft the whole family to enjoy. This 
will be on our Springwater Public 
Library Facebook page, on our 
Virtual Programming page and on our 

YouTube channel on Thursday March 4th for all to enjoy. 
Check out Kathy’s other great Krafting videos on our 
YouTube Channel.  Limited craft packages are available on 
a first come, first serve basis from your local branch. Call 
or email to reserve your package.  For more information: 
www.springwater.library.on.ca

FREE MAKE AND TAKE
Brighten a friend’s day by sending 

a welcome spring card. Ask for us to 
include this simple craft in your curbside 
pickup bag. Limited quantity, while 
supplies last.
For more information: www.

springwater.library.on.ca
LEGO ANYONE?  MONTHLY 

SERIES
Get the kiddos making lego! It’s easy, 

it’s in your house and they could win 
a lego prize when they watch staff 
member Amanda’s video and then put 
together a fun creation.  
March 18th theme is Dogman.
Be sure to follow us at Facebook to 

catch our monthly series.  
Snap a quick picture of your lego creation and send 

it via email to midhurst.library@springwater.ca or 
below our Facebook post of Amanda’s video for your 
chance to win! 
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

MISS AMANDA’S 
STORYTIME 
On our Virtual Programming 

page and on our YouTube 
channel you’ll find Miss 
Amanda doing a fun interactive 

Storytime Program with rhymes, songs and stories. 
The next couple of themes for Storytime will be:  Jokes 

and Baking Bread.
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

LOOK WHAT YOU CAN 
TAKE HOME!
You can now checkout some of 

our cool new kits.  
Bird Watching - includes 

binoculars, walkie talkies and books.
Chess Game and Books.
Colour Blind Corrective Glasses – 3 different pairs 

compliments of PILESTONE in the kit to try. 
Cognitive Care Kit Games, activities and books to 

support  those with Alzheimers & Dementia. 
Fidget Toys -  includes lots of great boredom buster toys.
Getting Ready to Read , Beginning to Read & Reading 

Independently kits. Light Therapy Lamp – provides full 
spectrum light  to help you get through winter.
Night Sky - includes telescope, attachments and books.
Outdoor Explorers - includes compass, walkie talkies, 

binoculars and book.
Science Explorers - includes microscope, accessories 

and books.
Sewing Machine with intro book.
Snow Shoes – Adult and kid sizes.
Trekking Poles to help with balance and fitness.
Youth Guitar includes beginner book, strap, case and 

picks.
Be sure to place a hold on a kit today!
Ask for you free Storytime Kit. Limited quantities.
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

COOL STEM KITS AVAILABLE 
FOR CHECKOUT
STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math) play is now 
available to be checked out from the 
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Elmvale 322-1482
Midhurst 737-5650
Minesing 722-6440

As always, please refer to our website 
www.springwater.library.on.ca

for information, branch updates and our 
virtual programs.

Elmvale biA business highlights

library.  Miss Amanda shows you how fun and interesting 
STEM is and how to use our STEM kits at home.   
Check our Springwater Library YOUTUBE channel. 

This month’s STEM video play is on the Science 
Explorers Kit, and will come out on Friday, March 26th.  

More YouTube STEM videos that are available to view 
include:  Introduction to STEM,  Magna Tiles and Straws 
and Connectors, Squiggs and Magnifying Blocks.  Place a 
hold on your STEM kit today.
For more information: www.springwater.library.on.ca

Many of our local business remain open with tighter 
guidelines and restrictions (or moving to take out/delivery 
for restaurants). We continue to support local businesses as 
they constantly adapt to these trying COVD times.
Just a reminder to show kindness and patience as we all 

adapt to the re-opening and new processes that need to be 
followed.   Some of our businesses will look different then 
they did before the lock-down as they continue to adapt and 
adjust to new criteria and a changed retail environment.
While businesses are excited to open,  many business 

owners and their employees are still stressed.  Please don’t 
go into businesses and complain about the changes that 
have been put on them, new protocols or policies. They 
have been put in place to help keep everyone safe.   
Working together, we can/will adapt and support each 

other through these challenging times. 
We are grateful for the continued support of local business 

and encourage you to continue to work #StrongerTogether 
There are so many ways that you can continue to support 

local-
- by shopping in shop (with COVID precautions in place, 

some businesses require pre-booking times) - Always 
wearing a mask
- by utilizing curbside pick-up or take out options
- by utilizing online shops for local businesses
- by leaving a great review on social media or online 

platforms
- by purchasing gift certificates for future use
- by spreading the word about the AMAZING products 

and services that can be found in Elmvale!
Check out the complete listing of our businesses www.

elmvalebia.ca
Be sure to check local websites or call ahead to determine 

how the businesses have adapted!
#ElmvaleOntario #StrongerTogether 

#WorkingTogether #Community #Shop  #Springwater 
#ExperienceSimcoeCounty #ExperienceElmvale

NVCA improves customer service 
during COVID-19 pandemic

UTOPIA, Ontario (February 26, 2021) – Today, the 
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA) 
released its 2020 annual report, which highlights the efforts 
to serve watershed residents quicker and more efficiently, 
even during the COVID-19 pandemic.
“I am very proud of the accomplishments that our team 

and board of directors achieved last year,” commented 
Doug Hevenor, CAO of NVCA. “None of which would 
have been possible without the dedication of our passionate 
and knowledgeable staff.” 
In 2020, NVCA’s conservation areas saw a 60% increase 

in visitors compared to 2019. This led to an increase in 
revenue from parking fees, which went directly into 
maintaining trails, improving amenities, enhancing 
signage and many other projects to give visitors an 
enjoyable experience.
Several years ago, NVCA implemented online mapping 

and a property inquiry request form for property owners in 
the watershed. These tools, along with phone calls, emails 
and virtual meetings proved to be vital in the COVID-19 
pandemic, as regulations staff were not able to meet face-
to-face with permit applicants. As a result, NVCA met the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry’s customer 
service timelines by 98.7% and Conservation Ontario 
customer service timelines by 95.2%.
Last summer, NVCA’s education team developed a video 

series for families to learn about nature near their homes. 
Lessons include Backyard Exploration, Pond Dipping and 
Citizen Science. The outdoor educators also delivered live 
and pre-recorded virtual content to Grade 4 students from 
the Simcoe County District School Board.
NVCA’s forestry department planted over 100,000 trees, 

while in stewardship, staff and volunteers were masked 
up, sterilized, armed with hand sanitizer and physical 
distanced while completing 29 environmental restoration 
projects. These include removing the Petun Dam, restoring 
65.4 hectares of grasslands, restoring and rehabilitating 31 
km of stream banks and shoreline.
Although most watershed monitoring work stopped due 

to the pandemic, NVCA partnered with the Georgian 
College Big Data Analytics post-graduate program to 
develop a database that will house and analyze 25 years 
of benthic macroinvertebrate (water bugs) data. The new 
tool will be used to help other program areas determine the 
impact of their projects.
Promoting that our watershed residents are safe from 

flooding and erosion hazards remain a top priority 
for NVCA in 2020. While working from home, 
NVCA’s planners continued work with developers and 
municipalities, including reviewing natural hazard studies, 
environmental impact studies.
NVCA issued four flood messages and one high water 

levels message in 2020.
For more information about NVCA’s projects and 

accomplishments in last year, download the 2020 Annual 
Report.

 CELEBRATING THE 175TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES 

February 25, 2021 – For 175 years, the Ontario 
Association of Agricultural Societies (OAAS) has been 
adapting to change, and this past week was no exception. 
For the first time in the organization's history, their annual 
Convention has “Gone Virtual,” which ran from Monday, 
February 15 until Saturday, February 20.
Despite the challenges of the rural Ontario internet, 

approximately 800 delegates participated in the Virtual 
Convention. The seminars covered topics as varied as risk 
management, post-COVID protocols for the safe staging 
of fairs and events, strategic planning, fundraising, and 
board governance.
The OAAS Convention offered entertainment, family 

showcases and the Tradeshow in a virtual format that 
allowed delegates to view them at their convenience 
during the week—having it delivered virtually provided 
an exciting opportunity for increased attendance at the 
over 30 seminars and allowed for prerecorded “Quick-
Tip” videos throughout.
The Convention concluded with the OAAS Annual 

General Meeting where over 400 delegates representing 
close to 180 agricultural societies were in attendance. The 
OAAS is pleased to have been joined by Minister Ernie 
Hardeman, Minister MacLeod and Senator Rob Black, 
bringing their greetings, congratulations and continuing 
support to the OAAS and their Agricultural Societies.
Introducing the 2021 OAAS Executive:
● Beth Howell-Vervaecke, President (Paris Agricultural 

Society)
● Liz O'Gorman-Smit, 1st Vice President (Russell 

Agricultural Society)
● Glen Syme, 2nd Vice President (Almonte Agricultural 

Society)
● Brian Slaughter, Past-President (Forest Agricultural 

Society)
 For more information on the Ontario Association of 

Agricultural Societies (OAAS) and our Ontario Agricultural 
Societies and their fairs, visit www.ontarioagsocieties.com 

Provincial Government Supporting 
Local Festivals and Events

BARRIE – The Ontario government is investing more 
than $7 million in 87 local and virtual events and initia-
tives through the Reconnect Festival and Event Program. 
This funding will support the festival and event sector dur-
ing COVID-19, while helping municipalities and organi-
zations deliver innovative and safe experiences that allow 
people to reconnect with their communities.
Doug Downey, MPP for Barrie – Springwater – 

Oro-Medonte, announced today that the following initia-
tives in Barrie are receiving funding, totalling 
more than $150,000, through the Reconnect
Festival and Event Program:
• Barrielicious
• Talk is Free Theatre Outdoor Festival
• Hey Bear Production’s Virtual Songwriter Series
In total, the Reconnect program is supporting more than 

100 events and initiatives across the province. The program 
was developed to help festival and event organizers adapt 
to new public health measures with virtual, drive-through 
and other safe offerings. Examples of funded events include 
reverse holiday parades with drive-by static floats, drive-in 
music concerts and movies, walking trails and light shows.
The 2021 Reconnect Festival and Event Program will 

open on March 17, 2021.
QuiCk FACTS
• In December 2020, the government announced an 

investment of more than $3.4 million to support the 
first 27 recipients through the 2020 Reconnect Festi-
val and Event Program.

• Tourism is a key economic driver in Ontario, sup-
porting more than 400,000 jobs and generating over 
$36 billion in spending
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Gravel Supplies
Crushed road & Cement Gravel

Sand & Gravel Fill • Skid Steer Services
Excavating • Bulldozing • Backhoe & Snow removal

Bernie Pilon
Construction

7 Simcoe Street
Elmvale, Ontario 
L0L 1P0

Rick’s Cell: (705) 623-4209
Phone: 322-2785

Fax: 322-4458

Collingwood Fuels Ltd
15 Stewart Road, P.O. Box 321
Collingwood, Ontario  L9Y 3Z7

(705) 445-4430
1-800-553-5571

ProPane
• residential
• Commercial

• Farm
Cylinder Refills

FUel Delivery
• Furnace oil
• Diesel fuels

• Gasoline
oil furnace sales and service

A hardware Store with 
ALL Your Needs!

Corner of  Blake & Steele

Serving Barrie and Area for over 80 Years

Mon-Sat & Sun 10-5
(705) 728-2431

Canada’s Paint Expert.

ROBINSONS
Press Release: US Legislation Bill Sanctions President Juan 

Orlando Hernandez: 
On February 23, 2021, six United States Senators 

introduced legislation to sanction the President of Honduras 
– Juan Orlando Hernandez. The purpose of the bill - the 
Honduras Human Rights and Anti-Corruption Act is “to 
suspend certain United States assistance for the government 
of Honduras until corruption, impunity, and human rights 
violation are no longer systemic, and the perpetrators of 
these crimes are being brought to justice” This bill was 
introduced, read twice, and referred to committee to be 
enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Congress. 
The Honduras Human Rights and Anti-Corruption Bill has 

come at a time when President Biden has pledged to tackle 
human rights issues in Central America, issues that have 
precipitated continuous caravans of thousands of Honduras 
leaving the country attempting to reach the US to apply for 
asylum. 
The bill was brought forward by Senators Leahy 

(Vermont), Merkley (Oregon), Sanders (Vermont), Markey 
(Massachusetts), Warren (Massachusetts), Durbin (Illinois), 
Whitehouse (Rhode Island), and Van Hollen (Maryland). The 
complete document can be found at: https://www.merkley.
senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Merkley%20Honduras%20
Human%20Rights%20and%20Anti-Corruption%20Act[1].
pdf 
It is interesting to note that Senators Leahy, Durbin, and 

Merkley are following the cases of Edwin Espinal and 
Raul Alvarez, who were arrested for speaking against the 
Honduran government after the illegal election of Hernandez 
in November 2017. While Edwin and Raul were imprisoned 
in La Tolva maximum-security prison, Karen Spring visited 
many Senators’ offices. They expressed grave concern 
regarding human rights violations occurring at the hands 
of the Honduran government. They continue to monitor the 
situation and offer their support. 
Not only does the bill address human rights violations, but 

strongly denounces the impunity of the Honduran military. 
The Honduran National Police, the Armed Forces, the 
Military Police of Public Order of the Republic of Honduras, 
the Para-police, Paramilitary Forces, and National Force 
for the Control of Prisons are all under the direction of 
Hernandez. With widespread collusion, excessive force, and 
lack of a fair judicial process, the bill denounces Hernandez’ 
“failure to protect the rights, interests, and physical security” 
of the Honduran people, indigenous lands, natural resources, 
and international treaties.
On a personal note, while visiting Honduras, I have often 

wondered who I would call if I felt unsafe. In Honduras no 
one who feels in danger calls the police. The police are not 
there to serve and protect. In one instance, I was alone in the 
house while Karen was attending to a court case. A knock 
came at the door. Who would I call? All Hondurans feel the 
same. There is no one to protect you. 
Hernandez himself is specifically mentioned in the bill as 

a person who has “engaged in a pattern of criminal activity 
and use of the state apparatus to protect and facilitate drug 
trafficking, as exemplified by three high-profile corruption 
and drug trafficking cases that were tried or are being 
prosecuted in the US District Court for the Southern District 
of New York.” In these cases, he is named as co-conspirator.
Specific details brought forward in this bill include 

Hernandez’ acceptance of 1.5 million US dollars from drug 
proceeds to fund his 2013 election, $25,000 bribe from drug 
trafficker Fuentes to fund his drug activities and use of the 
Honduran military to guard and facilitate these activities. 
Also documented in the bill through the indictment of his 
former National Director of Police – ‘El Tigre’ Juan Carlos 
Bonilla, Hernandez is accused of the acceptance of “bribes 
from drug traffickers, facilitating multi-ton shipments 
of cocaine bound for the United States and entrusted the 
defendant with special assignments including murder.”
 Further details include President Hernandez’ blatant 

contempt for the rule of law by supporting the military coup 
d’état of 2009 that ousted President Mel Zelaya. Hernandez 
also was accused of running for a second term, despite being 
against the constitution as illegal, entrenched corruption. 
The bill states that “in recent months, the executive 
and legislative branches of the government have taken 
significant steps to block oversight by national prosecutors 
and international investigators and shield senior officials and 
parliamentarians from criminal liability.” 
Specific instances include Hernandez closing the MACCIH 

(Mission to support the fight against corruption and impunity 
in Honduras) – a body that investigates individual and state 
corruption. Information brought forward by the MACCIH 
named 14 cases of high-level corruption. Shortly after the 
announcement, this internationally funded organization was 
disbanded by President Hernandez.  
In June of 2020, the government enacted a new penal code 

that “reduced prison terms for corruption-related 
crimes, embezzlement, illicit enrichment, 
obstruction of justice and fraud.” The code is 
retroactive so any Honduran officials who were 
previously convicted or under prosecution 
would be exempt. In addition, cases that 
involved improper use of state funds would not 
be investigated.
The bill also states that Honduras “ranks as the deadliest 

country in the world for human rights and environmental 
defenders on a per capita basis and third in the number 
of assassinations, with 31 defenders killed in 2019 alone 
and 204 defenders killed since 2009.” Listed are specific 
defenders who have spoken against the wealthy Atala 
family and sentenced to prison terms, environmental 
defenders killed such as Berta Caceres, those who have 
been disappeared such as the Garifuna leaders who haven’t 
been seen since 2020, and 34,000 Hondurans who have been 
detained on the pretense of violating curfews, where they 
have been murdered, tortured, as they expose human rights 
violations and the lack of use of international funds donated 
specifically for pandemic health. 
It is interesting to note however, that there seems to be some 

cracks forming between leaders of the state police forces and 
the President. According to Honduran news media, Criterio.
hn, “Discontent within the Armed Forces transcends for top 
leadership support for Juan Hernandez.” Are supporters of 
Juan Orlando Hernandez starting to break ranks as he begins 
to lose favour within his party, state forces, and with the US? 
(See photo of Hernandez, courtesy of Criterio.hn) 
What is Canada’s Role in Honduras?
Canada’s attitude toward the Honduran government simply 

cannot continue. The Simcoe County Honduras Rights 
Monitor (SCHRM) has been outlining the above abuses 
occurring at the hands of President Juan Orlando Hernandez 
since the committee’s inception in 2018. We have urged 
Canadian government officials to speak out against this 
continued impunity and corruption as it relates to the case of 
Edwin Espinal and Raul Alvarez. We have received support 
from MPs who have written letters, yet Canada has not taken 
concrete, positive action. We ask the Canadian government 
to become informed about the Honduras Human Rights 
and Anti-Corruption Act and provide a statement on 
Canada’s position.
The Canadian government under the leadership of Justin 

Trudeau and under the previous administration of Stephen 
Harper, has refused to make statements about the corruption 
in the Honduran government and the fact that the Honduran 
state is run by drug traffickers. Its refusal to make statements 
and therefore the government’s silence, is complicity. 
The Canadian government has funded several NGOs 

(Non-Government Organizations) like the Justice Education 
Society that trains judges and prosecutors to improve their 
judicial skills and also Lawyers Without Borders. However, 
this funding was rather redundant as it was donated on a 
false pretense that monies would be used effectively. Yet it 
does not address the structural problems in the Honduran 
judicial system, linked to corrupt political will. Instead, 
the Canadian government should similarly follow the US 
government lead in exposing the corruption in the Juan 
Orlando government. 
According to the Government of Canada website, 

“Canadian development initiatives in Honduras are aligned 
with the Government of Honduras’s priorities and with the 
Plan of the Alliance for Prosperity in the Northern Triangle.” 

That means that any programs that provide fiscal assistance 
to Honduras are handled through the Honduran government. 
The fact that Canadian elected officials cannot see that 

the funds being donated are not used as intended, this tells 
the Canadian people that our government is turning a blind 
eye to lawlessness and disregard for the Honduran people. 
Unfortunately, Hondurans do not see these funds as they 
are embezzled by government authorities. Are donations 
actually helping to trample the civil rights of the Honduran 
people? Can the Canadian government work with the 
structures that exist as they are run by a narco-drug state? 
Are our monies therefore funding illegal activities?

Prime Minister Trudeau stood up in Parliament 
and said that “Canada will stand for human rights 
anywhere in the world.” Here is our leader’s 
chance to make good on this statement. 
The Role Honduran Women Play in Honduran 

Society to Fight Corruption
As International Women’s Day approaches 

on March 8, SCHRM would like to pay tribute 
to the Honduran women who have made a difference and 
those who continue to do so. March 3, 2021 is the five-year 
anniversary of the murder of indigenous Lenca leader Berta 
Caceres, who was awarded the Goldman Environmental 
Prize in 2015. She was assassinated in 2016 for her advocacy 
to stop an environmentally detrimental hydroelectric dam 
project on the Gualcarque River. Despite ‘investigations’ 
by the Honduran authorities, the intellectual authors of her 
murder have not been charged or even investigated. There 
is almost total impunity for the wealthy class in Honduras 
which continues to violate the laws, particularly those 
related to their business interests in the hydroelectric power 
and mining sector. See photo of Berta Caceres, courtesy of 
amnesty.ca.
We pay tribute to Prisila Alvarado of El Progreso and Maria 

Sanchez of Tegucigalpa. These women organize and operate 
the food programs that so many Simcoe County residents 
have donated to. Their dedication to the communities they 
serve is exemplary as they put their lives at risk to deliver food 
packages to the needy. They must pass military checkpoints 
and often are harassed under the pretense that food donations 
must only be carried out by ‘government agencies.’ 
Since March 2020 when the pandemic began, the committee 

members have been preparing meals to feed the children and 
elderly. As healthcare is non-existent in Honduras, they are 
at risk to contract COVID-19 as they work in close quarters. 
Committee members must also travel through areas that 
were hard-hit by the two November hurricanes. Many roads 
are still washed-out as government funding for road repairs 
is almost non-existent.
SCHRM pays tribute to the women in Honduras who have 

been murdered or disappeared. On February 7, 2021, 26-year-
old nursing student Keyla Rodriguez was detained by military 
police for breaking a COVID curfew. She was later found 
dead in her cell. Her death is being treated as a homicide. 
Despite the outcry of the Honduran people and international 
human rights organizations, the police responsible for her 
murder have not been charged, or even investigated. Keyla 
is one of 29 women killed in Honduras so far this year. For 
further information on Keyla’s murder and police corruption, 
listen to Honduras Now Podcast Episode #17: Arming the 
bad guys: Keyla’s murder and police violence. This can be 
retrieved at:  https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-
b-d&q=honduras+now+podcast+episode+17
How can Canadians make change for Honduras?
SCHRM continues to meet with MPs to apprise them of 

the dire situation in Honduras and provide updates on Edwin 
and Raul’s case. Their trial is now scheduled for September 
13-14; we must continue to advocate for their complete 
acquittal. Please contact your MP to express your concern 
and to encourage Canadian government authorities to take a 
stand on the abuses of power and human rights in Honduras.
SCHRM thanks you for your continued support. If you wish 

to donate to the ongoing grassroots food programs, please 
contact us at: 705-734-4238 or via email at: janetspring7@
gmail.com.

Janet Spring and Christine Nugent for the Simcoe County 
Honduras Rights Monitor
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The OPP Report - Scams

Canadian anti-Fraud Centre
1-888-495-8501

(Hours: Mon. - Fri - 8 am to 6 pm)
www.antifraudcentre.ca

The rest of this article and many more can be read in 
the police report at www.springwaternews.ca

Springwater Fire Responds to Barn Collapse

Township of Springwater / February 19, 2021 – Shortly 
after 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 18, Springwater 
Fire responded to reports of a barn collapse with trapped 
livestock on Elliott Sideroad.
Upon arrival Stations 4 & 5 confirmed that the roof of 

the structure had collapsed into the barn, with a number 
of cattle trapped inside. Thankfully, the majority of the 
livestock was outside of the barn at the time of the collapse.
Following an assessment of the scene, additional 

resources were requested to assist with the rescue. Along 
with one additional station from Springwater Fire, under 
a mutual aid agreement Wasaga Beach Fire and Barrie 
Fire Technical Rescue team responded. Two livestock 
veterinarians were also on scene to assist with the 
assessment of the cattle.
Crews were able to successfully rescue five cattle, 

however one additional cattle suffered severe injuries and 
had to be euthanized on scene by the assisting veterinarians.
“This was a difficult and dangerous operation, trying to 

rescue large animals from the collapsed structure, in cold 
and deep snow conditions,” says Springwater Fire Deputy 
Chief Jeff French. “Thank you to everyone who came out 
to assist including Wasaga Beach Fire, Barrie Technical 
Rescue team, Simcoe County Paramedics who were on 
standby, Tiny Township Fire for providing coverage and 
the veterinarian services on scene. Most importantly 
thank you to the farmers and neighbours who came out to 
provide assistance with snow removal and animal control. 
You exemplify the true meaning of community.”
It is believed that the roof of the structure 

collapsed due to excessive snow loads.
Another roof collapsed northeast of Elmvale. 

Two horses have been euthanized.

Missing Elderly Male Located Deceased in 
Tiny Township
(TINY TOWNSHIP, ON) - On the morning of February 

19, 2021, members of the Southern Georgian Bay 
detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) were 
dispatched to a home near the western end of the 17th 
Concession in Tiny Township after family members 
reported that Gabriel ROLLAND, 92 years, had left the 
residence on foot sometime overnight and was missing. 
Patrol members flooded the area and began a search with 
the assistance of the OPP Aviation Unit, as well as the OPP 
Central Region Canine Unit and the Emergency Response 
Unit.
Just before 11:00 a.m., the body of the male was located 

outside a residence approximately one kilometer away from 
his home. Simcoe County Paramedics Services attended 
and attempted to revive the male who, was transported to 
hospital where he was pronounced deceased. Police do not 
suspect foul play
Members of the Southern Georgian Bay OPP would like 

to thank the public for their assistance in this matter.

OPP Officers Conducting RIDE on Area Roadways 
and Trails
Members of the Southern Georgian Bay Detachment of 

the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) where out again over 
the weekend conducting the R.I.D.E (Reduce Impaired 
Driving Everywhere) program on area roadways in North 
Simcoe. Uniform officers over the February 25-28, 2021 
time period participated in 14 R.I.D.E (Reduce Impaired 
Driving Everywhere) program locations, checking 212 
drivers for signs of impairment. These officers also set 
up the R.I.D.E program on four local roadways where 
snowmobile trails cross checking 55 snowmobiles 
operators for signs of impaired driving. 
No drivers were removed from the roadways due to an 

impaired driving investigation at these R.I.D.E check stop 
locations.

Stunt Driving Charge
February 25, 2021 at 4:07 a.m. an officer conducting 

traffic enforcement on Highway 12 within the Town of 
Midland stopped and charged a 20 year old Midland driver 
with stunt driving under the Highway Traffic Act after his 
vehicle was clocked at 119km/hr in an 60 km/hr zone. The 

driver will appear before the Ontario Provincial offences 
court in Penetanguishene at a future date and also had his 
vehicle towed and impounded for 7 days and his driver’s 
licence has been suspended for 7 days under the conditions 
of the Administrative Drivers Licence Suspension (ADLS) 
.Motorists are reminded that OPP officers conduct R.I.D.E 
24 hours a day / 365 days a year in an effort to make 
our roads the safest they can be against the incidence of 
impaired driving.
Remember “whatever you ride, wherever you ride, please 

do so responsibly and never drive impaired” please view 
the following you tube link from the North Simcoe Safe 
and Sober Awareness Committee https://youtu.be/gSX_
LGoNiHw and enfrancais https://youtu.be/0x8yi_98u8s
Police remind motorists that an essential part of the 

enforcement job is to save lives and reduce injuries on 
our trails, roadways and waterways. Educating the public 
about safe driving practices with our community safety 
partners is a priority, if you see a possible impaired driver 
or operator please “Make the Call” and dial 911 and help 
prevent a crash. (see the attached Arrive Alive poster)

PEDESTRIAN STRUCK BY TRAIN IN 
SPRINGWATER
On Sunday February 21, at approximately 9:20 a.m, 

members of the Huronia West Detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) responded to an incident involving 
a pedestrian being struck by a train near Baldwick Lane 
north of Highway 90 in the Township of Springwater.
Initial investigation indicates that the 13 year old 

pedestrian was out on the track walking his dog and was 
struck by a Canadian Pacific Railway (CP) train travelling 
westbound and was pronounced deceased at the scene. 
Huronia West OPP with the assistance of the OPP Forensic 
Identification Services and CP Rail Police are jointly 
investigating the incident.

THEFTS FROM VEHICLES PARKED AT 
SPRINGWATER TRAILS
 Between February 3, 2021 and February 13, 2021, the 

Huronia West Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) investigated three separate thefts from vehicles. All 
three occurred to vehicles that were parked near a trail 
access point while the victims were out for a walk on the 
trails.
The first incident occurred on February 3, 2021. The 

victim was parked on Gill Road in the Township of 
Springwater, between the hours of 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. 
Upon returning from their walk, the victim noticed that 
the window was broken and a purse was taken.
On February 6, 2021, a second vehicle was entered by 

also having its window broken. This vehicle was parked in 
the lot at the Minesing Wetlands Conservation Area located 
on Vespra Valley Road north of Snow Valley Road in the 
Township of Springwater. This incident occurred between 
the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Identification and 
valuables were taken.
On February 13, 2021, a third vehicle had its window 

smashed while parked along Gill Road in the Township 
of Springwater. This occurred at approximately 1:00 p.m. 
while the owner was out hiking on a local trail.
The investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information 

regarding the investigation is asked to contact the Huronia 
West detachment of the OPP at 705-429-3575 or toll-free 
at 1-888-310-1122.
The Huronia West OPP values your contribution to 

building safe communities. If you have information 
about unlawful activity, please contact the OPP at 1-888-
310-1122. To remain anonymous, please contact Crime 
Stoppers at: www.crimestopperssdm.com or call 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477).
A purse is a source of many valuables such as cash, 

credit cards, gift cards, personal identification cards, and 
electronic devices. Attached are protection tips from the 
Lock It or Lose It Crime Prevention Program. Huronia 
West OPP strongly recommends to never leave any 
valuables in full view; put them in the trunk. Immediately 
report any suspicious activity to police.

The OPP Trail Side Report in North Simcoe Issue # 7
 Snowmobile patrol officers from the Southern Georgian 

Bay detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) were out on patrol on area Ontario Federation of 
Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC) trails and open spaces during 
the February 24-28, 2021 period checking riders for 
impairment, equipment, speed and trail passes/licencing. 
Officers logged 405 kilometers on their snowmobiles 
during their 43 hours of patrol time checking 105 riders 
and their machines at seven separate trail side locations 
including the Penetanguishene Rotary Champlain Wendat 
Park and numerous locations along the OFSC “C”, “303”, 

“305” trails.
Officers had a chance to speak with numerous operators 

and issued 12 offence notices upon operators under the 
Motorized Snow Vehicle Act including two improper 
muffler charges and two no insurance violations. Their 
patrol included the OFSC trails within the Townships of 
Tay, Tiny, the Towns of Penetanguishene and Midland, 
trails near both Midland Secondary Schools 
and ice trails along the Georgian Bay Township 
shoreline including Beausoleil Island and 
channels around the Honey Harbour area.
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A Shift in Perception!
Although it may appear that 2020 has been a very 

challenging year however the gifts have been many.  It is 
essential that we focus upon what we have learned: how 
we have grown as individuals, the gifts of grace that have 
emerged from the seeming chaos~~for all its challenges, 
2020 has changed humanity's future in ways we cannot yet 
see or imagine! We live on a planet where many people 
were becoming increasingly disconnected: texting more 
than talking, rushing instead of taking time to relax, 
contemplate, and create from the inside out. Mother Nature 
was taken for granted by a large portion of the population, as 
were many of life's simple pleasures. People, who support 
our society, remained the 'unsung' heroes while those who 
amassed wealth and celebrity were celebrated. But more 
importantly, we live on a planet that had become apathetic 
about racial injustice where many remained unaware of the 
preciousness of their own neighbours. Then came covid: 
a 'though form' introduced by a group of scientific beings 
from a lower dimension.  For when an individual, or a race 
of beings, ceases to feel emotion and ceases to love, the 
connection to our Creator cannot be felt. 
Therefore,  these beings became parasitic, able to live only 

upon the energy of others~~a virus so to speak!  And thus 
covid-the-thoughtform was introduced into certain minds 
upon our planet.  As the 'virus of fear' was propagated, 
the thought form became a thing, and infested both minds 
and bodies.  Humanity became obsessed with death! In 
our separation we craved connection. We no longer took 
relationships, toilet paper, groceries, delivery people, 
clerks, or even our own breath for granted. Humanity 
sent signals unto the heavens that our hearts wanted to be 
united.  As a result,  all that separates us, began to surface. 
For when we cry out for help, the Light cannot help but 
shine upon the darkness. Our racial divisions became 
too obvious to be swept under the rug. Millions sent out 
a cry for an appreciation of diversity, which has initiated 
movements in human hearts that will create change for 
decades to come, celebrating our equality rather than 
focusing on our differences. 
We will see a New World whereby the forces of nature 

will harnesses clean energy, clearing away the former 
messes created, and as we come together, we will value the 
planet in which we live. We will see cities with far more 
greenery and people coming together to create more old-
fashioned communities, parks, gardens, and neighbours 
assisting neighbours. The New World will become our 
neighbourhood with the 'seeds of change'!  The seeds are 
still germinating: the tilling of the soil is still in progress, 
the birthing of the new world still in stages of contractions 
as to what constitutes freedom!   However, through the 
birthing process, we will start to realize that as a human 
race, each one of us has an inner compass that guides us 
like the Christmas Star to the Christ within~~thus the 
Second Coming!  As we move forward,  let us take some 
time to review 2020 and all the ways in which we've grown 
and felt our beating hearts, knowing that no parasitic 
energy will ever claim dominance over the human race.  
Therefore,  let us make an effort to shift from fear to love 
and grow with grace, by holding the vision for the New 
Era of Peace~~a New World created by Love and not fear!

Rita Be-Still, Spiritual Teacher,  Author, Motivational 
Speaker 

Be-Still~~Era of Peace
     Transitioning from fear to Love

            Healing the Mind/Body & Spirit!
       6 Queen St.W. Elmvale, 705-515-1000
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S&J barn Demolition 
We pay cash for barns

WSib insured 
For a free estimate 

Call 1 800-291-2276

Rosie’s Devotions

Promote Your Business!
This ad would cost you 

• $45 in b&w or $55 in colour
The ad will be in 20,000 papers, mailed to 
18,800 homes and can be read online at 

www.springwaternews.ca
Send you business card or information to 

springwaternews@rogers.com
We will prepare a sample for your approval.

Speaking Truth with Respect
Dr. Lillian Katz, a professor of early childhood education 

at the University of Illinois, believes that parents are 
failing their children by being too soft, and by confusing 
sensitivity with indulgence. She makes a point, which 
certainly may be true in some cases. 
 However, the majority of children are good, well-behaved 

people. Those who are lacking in social competency are 
likely those who have been neglected, or who have parents 
who are also lacking in social competency. Certainly 
children should be taught to respect their parents and 
teachers. 
 Dr. Katz goes on to say that parents should never talk 

critically about teachers or schools in front of their children, 
for this, she maintains, empowers them to be defiant. This is 
a powerful statement that needs to be examined. My belief 
is that the highest values we should be striving to instill in 
our children are truth, honesty, and kindness towards all 
life. It is also important that they learn to think critically, 
which does not mean judgmentally. Many children have 
been raised in homes where they are encouraged to express 
their views. They are going to have opinions about what 
happens in their classroom and in their school. If they feel 
unhappy, mistreated or resentful, they need to be able to 
express this, and feel some support at home. If they cannot 
do this, they will bury their feelings only to have them 
explode later. 
 They can be critical of what is happening at school, and 

at the same time be taught how to deal with their feelings. 
We can give them coping skills. I believe that if a child 
is upset about something that is happening at school, 
and he or she feels heard at home, emotions will tend to 
settle down. If the parent refuses to hear the complaint, 
and simply advocates blind compliance and acceptance, 
that is when we are more likely to be faced with defiance. 
The child feels everyone is against him, and there’s 
nothing to lose. Sometimes an adult is in the wrong. If 
a child learns that there is recourse within the system, he 
will feel empowered. Empowered students do not need to 
disengage from the system and attack it from outside.
 Our biggest challenge is to treat every human being 

with respect. If we did this consistently, our children 
would follow our example. My son said it best when we 
were discussing these issues, and the increase in violence 
towards others in our world. He said, “Mom, we just all 
have to be on the same team.” Team members support 
each other, and look out for the weaker ones. They attempt 
to bring in those members who drift towards the fringes. 
Coaches stress the importance of working together, and 
caring about one another Yes, my son, you are absolutely 
right. We all just have to be on the same team. That is the 
only way everyone can win.

Gwen Randall-Young is an author and award-winning 
psychologist. For permission to reprint this article, or to 
obtain books, CDs or MP3s, visit www.gwen.ca. Follow 

Gwen on Facebook for daily inspiration.  

Phil’s Catering
The one stop shop of events!

With mobile kitchen which 
cooks on location

Check on our website philscatering.ca
Email phil@philscatering.ca

Cell number 705-528-9679
Love to give you a free quote!

Like to think that’s Phil’s Catering is 
the working man Caterer                                                            

WE CATER FOR CORPORATE EVENTS
WEDDING, 

ANNIVERSARY
BBQ, PIG ROAST

FAMILY REUNION

YOU THINK OF SOMETHING,
 WE DELIVER!

NOW BOOKING FOR 2022 AND 2023
STILL FEW DATES AVAILABLE IN 2021

BOOK NOW

Phil’s Catering and Party        
Tents from 
10’ X 10’ 

to
 40’ X 100’

Large variety of 
tables and chairs
Equipment and 
power supply

**Something NEW** 
**Gambling games**
•  Black Jack table
•  The Wheel - upper  

and lower
•  Roulette wheel
•  Poker chips, Etc

Heart Cries
It’s not the first time I’ve felt like 

this and I know it won’t be the last: 
Frustrated, stressed and at my wits end.
A lot has happened in recent months 

that drove me to feeling hopeless and 
feeling totally stressed. My husband’s 
dementia seems to be getting worse; 
deep down inside I know that there is 
no cure, but once in a while it seems that 

the old character of my husband comes back, and I get that 
glimmer of hope. But it only lasts a moment or two and 
then he’s back to not remembering or understanding.
I found myself feeling sorry for myself. I found myself 

getting angry. I found myself crying and found myself 
praying for some sort of relief, and for God to help me 
because I was sinking fast.
There was nothing but silence. I felt alone. I felt that God 

had left me. I couldn’t see or hear God anywhere. My heart 
cries fell onto deaf ears or so I thought. 
Routinely, my daughter calls to see how things are going 

and I usually tell her okay.  But because it was a very 
stressful night, I was honest and told her that things were 
not so good and that things were getting worse with her 
father. She listened and then asked me if she can make a 
call to set things up with the local community service to 
get me some help. I was thrilled and told her to go ahead. It 
was like someone talking a huge boulder off my shoulders 
and I felt relieved.
Psalm 72- For he will save the needy when he cries 

for help, The afflicted also, and him who has no helper.
(NASB)
A couple of days later, someone phoned me to set up a 

telephone interview which will happen in a few days.  My 
daughter had started the ball rolling.
As I thought about all of this, I concluded that God did 

hear my heart cries because he sent my daughter to help 
me in my time of need. I also thought about how God 
protected me from getting sick. I couldn’t even imagine 
what would have happened to my husband if I did get sick! 
But God reached down to help me.
Prayer: Thank you Lord, that you do hear us even though 

we think you are far away. When the time is right, you 
send your angels to minister to us. Sometimes we don’t 
see your hand in our lives right away but until we cry out 
in desperation, you are there, you have always been there, 
we only have to believe. Amen.
Rosemary Hagedorn   Midland, Ontario.
rosyhagedorn@gmail.com

Move to Grey zone an “emergency 
brake” to slow the rise in variant 

cases  
SIMCOE MUSKOKA – The movement of Simcoe 

Muskoka into Grey-Lockdown on Monday is a 
short-term “emergency brake” intended to prevent 
the possibility of a third wave of the pandemic and 
it’s important that the community work together to 
overcome this risk.
“I have heard from many people who are concerned 

about the impact on people’s livelihood, on their 
businesses, and physical and mental wellbeing, and 
I sympathize with them. I know that this is incredibly 
difficult and I sincerely wish we were not in this level 
of restriction,” said Dr. Charles Gardner, the Medical 
Officer of Health for the Simcoe Muskoka District 
Health Unit, “However, we are seeing increases of cases 
and outbreaks of the UK B1.1.7 variant in Simcoe and 
Muskoka in workplaces, long-term care facilities, a 
child care centre and an apartment building. Countries 
that have experienced high numbers of the variants 
of concern have then experienced a third wave of 
COVID-19 and we need to act early to prevent that from 
happening here.”
Simcoe Muskoka has the highest number of variants of 

concern in Ontario. To date 184 local cases have been 
tested positive for the UK B.1.1.7 COVID-19 variant of 
concern and another 290 cases have screened positive 
and are awaiting confirmatory testing. The variants are 
more contagious than the original COVID-19 strain, and 
result in more severe disease.
More than 60 per cent of the local COVID-19 cases 

screened last week were positive for a variant of concern. 
Active outbreaks have been trending back up since mid-
February. When comparing today’s outbreak situation 
to one week ago, there are eight more active outbreaks 
(22 vs. 14) including five more workplace outbreaks (12 
vs. 7) with nine of these 12 active workplace outbreaks 
linked to a variant of concern.
Moving into the grey zone is meant to act as an 

"emergency brake" to help stop the spread of the virus, 
protect public health and health system capacity in 
the regions. Dr. Gardner is monitoring the health data 
closely so that he can advise the province to lift the 
restrictions as soon as it is safe to do so.

March is #ITSTARTS month in 
Simcoe County

Midhurst/February 25, 2021 – In recognition 
of International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination on March 21, the County of Simcoe has 
once again proclaimed March as #ITSTARTS Month. 
For the fifth year running, the #ITSTARTS campaign is 
promoting inclusion, acceptance, and equity within the 
vibrant, diverse and growing communities that make up 
Simcoe County. 
#ITSTARTS aims to raise awareness about the value and 

importance of multiculturalism in our communities. The 
social movement encourages Simcoe County residents to 
complete an #ITSTARTS card and share a photo or video 
through social media using the hashtag #ITSTARTS. 
Residents are asked to tag @simcoecounty (Twitter), @
CountyofSimcoe (Facebook) and @CountyofSimcoe 
(Instagram) in their messages. 
#ITSTARTS cards in English and French can be 

downloaded from www.simcoe.ca/itstarts, which also hosts 
resources, tips, and tools on taking safe and purposeful 
action against racism and discrimination. Videos and 
photos throughout the month will be shared and promoted 
through the County’s website and social media channels. 
The initiative is supported by the Local Immigration 

Partnership including Barrie Public Library, Georgian 
College, Lakehead University, Simcoe County District 
School Board, Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School 
Board, South Simcoe Police, OPP, and YMCA of Simcoe 
Muskoka. Five new organizations have also joined as 
Community Champions for this year’s campaign: Barrie 
Police Services, Catulpa Community Services, Conseil 
scolaire Catholique Mon Avenir, United Way of Simcoe-
Muskoka, and Simcoe County Library Co-operative.

When God solves your problems, you have faith in His 
abilities; when God doesn't solve your problems, He has 

faith in your abilities. 

Scientists got together to study the effects of alcohol on 
a person’s walk, and the result was staggering.

I’ve started telling everyone about the benefits of 
eating dried grapes. It’s all about raisin awareness.

What a strange machine man is! You fill him with bread, 
wine, fish, and radishes, and out come sighs, laughter, 

and dreams. -Nikos Kazantzakis, poet and novelist 
(18 Feb 1883-1957)
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Heaslip & Son Renovation  

& Handyman Services
705-361-9945

www.heaslipandson.com

959 Marshall rd
wyebridge on

Ph - 705-526-0563

Just north of Mertz Side 
Road on Marshall Rd.

Mon- Fri 8:30 - 5:00
Saturday 9:00 - 5:00
Sunday & Holidays

Closed Dairy, Beef, Poultry, Swine, Sheep, 
rabbit, Equine rations and Bird seed.
orGanic FeeD available!

www.doublejbfeeds.ca

Canadian Beef Producers Make $2.9 
Million Investment in Research

Calgary, AB – More than $2.9 million dollars will 
be invested by beef producers into new research and 
technology transfer projects in 2021 through the Canadian 
Beef Cattle Check-Off.  Proposals for twenty-nine more 
projects have been approved for funding by the Beef 
Cattle Research Council (BCRC) to advance Canada’s 
beef sector.
Matt Bowman, BCRC Chair and a producer from 

Thornloe, Ontario, said the new projects add to the 
Council’s portfolio of research investments.
“We are supporting more work focused on achieving 

specific priority outcomes in the Canadian Beef Research 
and Technology Transfer Strategy related to animal health 
and welfare, feed production and utilization, food safety 
and environmental stewardship,” said Bowman. “For 
example, new studies to quantify soil carbon sequestration 
through different grazing and intercropping systems, and 
others looking into causes and prevention of issues like 
scours and itchy cattle.”
BCRC Vice-Chair Craig Lehr, a producer from Medicine 

Hat, Alberta, said knowledge translation and technology 
transfer is also a priority for the Council.
“As provincial governments continue to cut valuable 

extension services, we do what we can to help fill the 
gaps,” he said. “The BCRC doesn’t have the capacity 
to provide the needed one-on-one consultation for beef 
producers, but we can support or lead projects that make 
meaningful science-based information freely available on 
beefresearch.ca in numerous formats that are helpful in 
making informed decisions.”
Newly funded technology transfer projects include 

an expansion of the Forage U-Pick tool to include 
Eastern Canada, and creation of additional resources 
on beefresearch.ca applicable to producers in Ontario, 
Quebec and the Atlantic provinces. Another project will 
collaborate with practicing veterinarians across Canada to 
develop decision making tools for their beef clients that 
help improve herd health and profitability. There is no cost 
to subscribe to be notified by email of new research results 
or seasonal, science-based production information and 
decision-making tools.
The recent increase in Canadian Beef Cattle Check-Off 

in most provinces enabled annual competitive calls for 
proposals for research and technology transfer projects 
to address critically underfunded priorities. The increase 
also resulted in the launch of a new BCRC program that 
funds short-term proof of concept and validation trials. 
Researchers are required to procure matching funds that 
leverage BCRC funding on a 1:2 or higher basis. Industry 
investment through check-off sends a clear message to 
governments about priorities and helps to procure 
investment by governments to multiply the impacts 
of producer dollars.
The BCRC is Canada's industry-led 

funding agency for beef, cattle and forage 
research. It is funded through a portion of 
the Canadian Beef Cattle Check-Off as well 
as government and industry funding and is 
directed by a committee of beef producers 
from across the country. This announcement 
adds to the 86 projects co-funded by the 
BCRC that are currently underway at 30 
Canadian institutions. 

BILL TO EXEMPT CARBON TAX 
ON ON-FARM GRAIN DRYING

All MPs urged to put food production first and pass this 
bill.
GUELPH, ON (February 22, 2021) – Grain Farmers of 

Ontario, the province's largest commodity organization, 
representing Ontario's 28,000 barley, corn, oat, soybean, 
and wheat farmers, support Philip Lawrence, Conservative 
Member of Parliament for Northumberland—Peterborough 
South, on his efforts to support farmers through his private 
member bill C-206: An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas 
Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming fuel).
The Bill when passed will exempt the carbon tax on 

fuel used for on-farm grain drying, which is absolutely 
necessary for the production of grain that can be used in 
food and other products. Grain Farmers of Ontario has 
calculated that the Carbon Tax, which is increasing every 
year, will cost an average farm an additional $46 per acre 
in direct drying costs by 2030. On an average 800-acre 
farm, that’s an increased cost of operations of $36,800.  
“Supporting MP Lawrence’s bill on the exemption of 

carbon tax for on-farm fuel is vital and Grain Farmers of 
Ontario calls on all MPs to consider the tax on grain drying 
and its impact to our agriculture system in Canada,” said 
Brendan Byrne, Chair, Grain Farmers of Ontario. “It’s 
quite simple. The government should not be making 
money off of a tax that negatively impacts a farmer’s 
ability to market viable grain. The Carbon Tax does that 
and it makes no sense.
“As we celebrate Canada Agriculture Day today, we can 

see the depth of care that farmers have for the environment. 
Farmers embrace environmentally smart practices, not 
only because they keep the soil we need to grow crops 
healthy, but because it is the right thing to do. The truth is, 
that right now, there are no alternatives, and we need the 
government to pass this bill.”
The cumulative impact of the Carbon Tax increases over 

the next nine years are not supportable and threaten farm 
sustainability in Ontario. Grain Farmers of Ontario urges 
all federal representatives to support Bill C-206 and ensure 
that farmers are not bearing a burden they cannot afford, 
especially as Ontario grain farmers are consistently looking 
for ways to better their environmental impacts including, 
reduced tillage, cover cropping, and crop 
rotation.
Over the last 30 years, grain farmers in 

Ontario have:
• Reduced their climate impact by 45 

percent (corn production)
• Reduced climate impact by 36 percent 

(wheat production)
• Increased land use efficiency by 39 

percent (corn production)
• Increased land efficiency by 

37 percent (wheat production) 
• Reduced energy use by 43 percent 
(corn production)
• Reduced energy use by 37 

percent (wheat production) 
Learn more about Grain Farmers of 
Ontario sustainability initiatives.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
XPLORNET - Proposed 45m Lite-Duty Self-Support Lattice Tower Site 

Xplornet Communications Inc. has proposed a 45m tall steel lite-duty self-support lattice tower and related 
radio equipment at 1646 Forbes Road, Midhurst, Ontario.  The existing entrance and gravel/other surfaces will be 
utilized to access to the proposed tower site.  Proposed tower is set back 185m from Forbes Road and 200m from 
Old School Road South.  Proposed tower site will improve Xplornet wireless internet services to the community.    

ANY PERSON may participate in a virtual open house that will be held on Thursday, April 1, 2021 from 5:30pm – 
6:30pm.  Meeting will be streamed live via Zoom meeting at https://zoom.us/j/82598105890 or by using Zoom 
meeting ID: 825 9810 5890  and Passcode: MIDHURST 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE the approval of this site and its design is under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
Government of Canada through Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED).  For more 
information on the federal process pertaining to these installations please contact the local ISED office at: 
ic.spectrumtoronto-spectretoronto.ic@canada.ca 

 SITE LOCATION MAP 
Site ID: MIDHURST – ON7960         
Coordinates: 44.471951, -79.711175 

FB CONNECT: 
Jay Lewis 
Suite 130, 482 South Service Rd E 
Oakville, Ontario. L6J 2X6  
Tel:  (905) 928-9481 
Fax: (888) 622-4939  
Email: jlewis@forbesbrosltd.ca   

TOWNSHIP OF SPRINGWATER 
Planning Staff 
2231 Nursery Road 
Minesing, Ontario.  L9X 1A8 
Tel:  (705) 728-4784 x2019 
Fax: (705) 728-2759 
Email:  planning@springwater.ca 

Regional partners launch Automation 
Accelerator pilot program

Midhurst/February 24, 2021 – Area partners are excited 
to launch the Automation Accelerator pilot program to create 
a responsive, industry-driven solution that provides regional 
manufacturers with training and knowledge to implement 
Industry 4.0 solutions. The pilot project is supported by the 
County of Simcoe, member municipalities, the Cities of 
Barrie and Orillia, Georgian College, Lakehead University 
and the Government of Ontario.
“This exciting program will help businesses to access 

training and much needed support to overcome learning 
curves often associated with adopting new technology,” 
said Warden George Cornell. “We’re pleased to launch this 
initiative and execute on feedback that we’ve heard from 
our industry partners around their needs and requirements 
to adapt and recover from this pandemic.” 
About the program:
Knowledge sharing and training will focus on the 

following topics:  
•	 Understanding the fundamentals of Industry 4.0
•	 Assessing opportunities for enhancements to 

products and processes 
•	 Sensors and Internet of Things (IIoT)  
•	 Industry 4.0 and manufacturing processes 

(logistics, enterprise resource planning, augmented 
reality, machine learning, predictive maintenance, 
artificial intelligence)
•	 Automation through robotics 

In addition to increasing awareness in supports and funding 
opportunities, this program will provide connections to 
research and innovation projects at Georgian College and 
Lakehead University. Participating businesses will build 
and leave the program with an action plan, based on their 
own assessment of priorities and capabilities. The program 
will also create an environment for business-to-business 
(B2B) learning and best practice sharing.
Structure: The virtual 12-hour pilot program begins 

on March 9, 2021, occurring on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 8 to 10 a.m. for three weeks.
The program is for manufacturing businesses 

only and registration is free of charge. Space 
is limited, so reserve your seat today.

Studies have found napping raises your 
stamina 11 percent, increases ability to 
stay asleep all night by 12 percent, and 

lowers the time required to fall asleep by 
14 percent.  

Sleep experts have found that daytime 
naps can improve many things: increase 
alertness, boost creativity, reduce stress, 

improve perception, stamina, motor skills 
and accuracy, enhance your sex life, aid in 
weight loss, reduce the risk of heart attack, 

brighten your mood and boost memory.
One of the keys to power napping is to 
keep them short. Many experts say 20 
minutes is the ideal duration to bolster 

energy and heighten alertness. Too long a 
nap can risk grogginess.  

A little group called NASA discovered 
that just a 26-minute nap increases 

performance by 34 percent and alertness 
by 54 percent. Pilots take advantage of 

NASA naps while planes are on autopilot.
Truth is tough. It will not break, like a 

bubble, at a touch; nay, you may kick it 
about all day like a football, and it will be 

round and full at evening. 
--Oliver Wendell Holmes

True friends are those who really know 
you but love you anyway. 

--Edna Buchanan 
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Obituaries Lynn-Stone Funeral Homes Inc.
15 Yonge St. S., Elmvale

705-322-2732
www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

We Offer Basic Cremation Services as well as 
Traditional Funerals.

Agent for Sanderson Monument Co.

 
Lynn-Stone Funeral Homes Inc. 

15 Yonge St S., Elmvale  
705-322-2732 

www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com 
 

 
  

We Offer Basic Cremations Services as well as 
Traditional Funerals.   

 
Agent for Sanderson Monument Co. 

 

ETZINGER, Werner - It is with sadness and enduring memories that the Etzinger 
family announces the passing of Werner Etzinger on Friday, February 19, 2021. 
Husband to his loving wife of 55 years, Irene Johanna (nee Gruber), son of Karl 
Borromaeus (d. 1980) and Maria Cecilia (nee Dresel) (d. 1959)  and brother to 
Willhelm (d. 2015), Manfred (d. 1959), Erica (d. 1943) and survived by sisters 
Ingeborg & Charlotte and brother Adi. WIth Irene, he leaves behind a loving family 
of four sons Michael Andrew (Negin), Frederic Carl (Meaghan), Christopher 
Charles Eric (Carol), and Bernard (Marlene), and friends. Loving Opa to Theo, 
Nadia, Alex, Hellaina, Will & Alice. 
To read a story on his wonderful life, please visit the Lynn-Stone Funeral Home website at https://www.
lynnstonefuneralhome.com/ where a private service was planned for Tuesday, February 23rd at 11 am 
in Elmvale in accordance with Covid restritctions. 
A  celebration of life will follow in warmer weather once Covid restrictions ease. 
In lieu of flowers, donations to the Royal Victoria Regional Health Centre in Barrie would be welcomed.  

Doris Alberta D’Eathe (nee Bell)
May 11, 1924 – February 20, 2021

Passed away peacefully at 
home, with family by her 
side, in her 97th year.  
Mom was the eldest and 
remaining member of the 
Bell family in Elmvale.  She 
now joins her parents Wallace 

& Beulah Bell, her siblings, Britton, Bedford, 
Shirley and Marlene.  Mom left Elmvale with 
her cousin Fran at 17 for Toronto. They both took courses at Central 
Tech to get a job at the Small Arms Munitions Factory in Mississauga, 
and she was part of the “Rifling Gang”.  The building survives today 
and is a recognized heritage landmark.  It was here she met her future 
husband Russell. Mom always spoke of this time with fond memories.  
After the war she remained in Toronto after holding office positions at 
the Robert Simpson Company and Honeydew to name a few.  Mom 
and Dad married on a hot day in June 28, 1947.  After marriage they 
moved to Woodbridge and lived there for a number of years raising 
family.
Dad retired first, Mom retired in 1984 after serving 22 years with Bell 
Canada.  Upon retirement our parents built a home outside of Wasaga 
and remained there. Mom lost the love of her life, Russell, our Dad, 
on July 14, 2012. They had just celebrated 65 years of marriage. Mom 
was an active member in the Bayshore Club. An avid Line Dancer, 
she continued Line Dancing into her early 90’s.  She enjoyed lively 
music, gardening, flowers and family visits.  She also spent a number 
of occasions rescuing Dad with the other tractor when he got stuck.
Mom is survived by her daughter Sharon (Cathy), sons Garry (Marion) 
& Michael, Grandchildren Kaitlyn, Gordon, Jessica and three 
Great Grandchildren, nieces, Rhonda, Denise, Pam and Barbara  of 
Collingwood. The family wants to thank Mom’s family Doctor, Dr 
Amardip Singh; Dr Frederick Yoon (RVH), for always being there 
when needed, nurses Krista and Pat.  A special thanks to Mom’s PSW 
Marci, you were a god send.
Mom we hope you are dancing, love you forever.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Hospice Georgian Triangle, 
Campbell House.
Spring interment Elmvale Cemetery.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to 
www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

BAKS, Berendine Maria (nee Groot Zevert)
December 26, 1927 – February 26, 2021 

Passed away peacefully at home, in Elmvale, in her 94th year. Loving wife to Frank 
(deceased 1987), and dear mother of Irene (Brian Keyes), Diane (Ben Wright), 
Jim (deceased 2016), Joanne (Gary McLean), Pauline (Joe Moir), Bernie (Gary 
Edgecombe) and Carol (Larry McMann). Proud Oma of Kim, Jill (Andy), Tom 
(Kamerin), Mike (Amy), Nicole (Mark), Julie, Michelle, Kristine, Jen (Barry), 
Geoff (Shannon), Lisa (Brent), Kevin (Jess), Amanda (Ryan), Joey (Taylor), 
Frankie (Jacquie), Kelly (Jake), Chris (Laura) and Dave (Natasha). Cherished great 
Oma of Brian, Lily, Evie, Rosie, Sully, Keyana, Cameron, Jackson, Layla, Zayma, 
Dylan, Liam, Reece, Bennett (deceased), Dawson, Charlie, Joslyn, Braelynn, 
Draper, Quinn, Carson, Nash, Tanner and Olivia.
Dien was one of eleven children born at “de Bekke” the home farm in Beltrum, 

Holland, and fondly remembered by three surviving sisters and numerous nieces and nephews. Dien was 
the queen bee, the family boss. She was woman of strength, courage, compassion and joy. A person of 
faith who always saw the good in people and had a strong sense of community. She lived through war. 
Saw peace. Immigrated to Canada in 1950 and built a family with a bond that will last for generations to 
come. We will miss her wit, the love for the Maple Leafs and Blue Jays, her knitted slippers and crocheted 
afghans, her hand written cards, her smile and her laugh. Her spirit will live on through us forever.
Private family funeral will be held Saturday, February 27, 2021 at St. Patrick’s Church, Phelpston.
Spring internment St. Patrick’s Cemetery.
A celebration of Dien’s life will be announced at a later date.
Memorial donations to St. Patrick’s Church, 1600 Flos Road 4 West, Phelpston, Ontario L0L 2K0 or to 
Elmvale and District Food Bank, 62 Yonge Street N., Elmvale, Ontario L0L 1P0 would be appreciated 
by the family.
Dien’s family would sincerely like to thank Fr. Jim, Lynn-Stone Funeral Home, long time family 
physician, Dr. Strangway and his staff, the compassionate care of nurse Megan and the numerous 
Bayshore nurses and PSW’s. We would also like to acknowledge the support of LHIN (Local Health 
Integration Network) and Mom’s many thoughtful and caring neighbours and friends.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the family at lynnstonefuneralhome.com

MORRISON, Florence Lillian - Passed away peacefully at Woods Park Nursing 
Home in Barrie on Sunday, February 28, 2021. Florence Morrison (nee Macneall) 
of Barrie formerly of Hillsdale in her 86th year. Beloved wife of the late Frank 
Morrison. Dear mother of Angela (Peter) Holm of Hillsdale, Casey (Di) Morrison 
of Elmvale, and Lillian Morrison of Barrie. Loving grandmother of Jesse (Heather), 
Davina (Brett), Veronica, Casey Jr, Cody (Amanda), Evan, Haiden, Deana, and the 
late Leigh and Dana. Proud great grandmother of Keanna, Deagen, Aeirik, Scarlett, 
Odessa, Emaleigh, Jordyn, Carter, Livia, Spencer, Jaxon, Olsen, and Remington. 
Sister of Margaret Towns (late Sherman), pre-deceased by her sister Eileen Whiteside 
and brother Rick Macneall. Daughter of the late Richard and Lillian Macneall.
A graveside service will be held in the spring at the Mt St Louis Cemetery.
Memorial donations in Florence's memory may be made to the Heart and Stroke Foundation or the 
Alzheimer's Society
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to www.lynnstonefuneralhome.com

JOHN ANDREW MCGINNIS - September 29, 1940 – Barrie, ON  •  January 2, 2021 – Calgary, AB
John Andrew McGinnis of Calgary, AB, passed away on Saturday, January 2, 2021. 
John was born in Barrie, ON on September 29, 1940 to Andrew and Ada McGinnis of Elmvale, ON. 
John was the loving husband to Marjorie McGinnis (nee Jackson) for fifty years. He became the 
adopted father to Adrienne and Matthew. John attended the University of Toronto, the London School 
of Economics and finished his schooling with a Master’s from Harvard. 
John’s oil career found the family living in various locations around the world; Toronto, Calgary, New 
York and Saudi Arabia. John and Marjorie moved back to AB in 2005 for the remaining years of his life 
in order to be close to his family, particularly his grandchildren.  
John very much enjoyed downhill skiing, hiking, playing golf and entertaining. John did various 
volunteer work, and religiously donated to Canadian Blood Services. He was a very intelligent man 
with a great sense of humor, often making his friends and family laugh at his “punny jokes”.
Besides his loving wife Marjorie, he is survived by his daughter-in- law Tanya, his three grandchildren, 
Connor (24), Rowyn (12) and Isibeal (12); as well as many friends.
John was predeceased by his son Matthew (1965-2014), his daughter Adrienne (1960-1990) and his 
parents. 
A private family service was held. Condolences, memories and photos may be shared and viewed on 
John’s obituary at www.McInnisandHolloway.com. If friends so desire, memorial tributes may be made 
directly to the charity of the donor’s choice.
Marjorie wishes to extend a heartfelt thank you to the staff at Walden Age Care where John resided for 
his last year. 
In living memory of John McGinnis, a tree will be planted in the Ann & Sandy Cross Conservation Area 
by McINNIS & HOLLOWAY FUNERAL HOMES, Fish Creek, 14441 Bannister Road SE, Calgary, 
AB T2X 3J3, Telephone: 403-256-9575.

Edwards, Carl Milton - Passed away peacefully at the Royal Victoria Regional 
Health Centre in Barrie on Sunday February 21st 2021 in his 74th year. Carl 
Edwards of Elmvale,   beloved partner of Mary Ann Johnston. Loving father of 
Sara Edwards (Andy), Angela Dimytruk (Matthew), Luke Edwards (Nancy) and 
stepfather to William Morrison (Taylor) and Carly Morrison. Cherished grandfather 
of Zoe, Jaden, Michael, Jacob Taylor, Kaylie, Kane and Franki. Brother of Paul 
Edwards and Rick Edwards.  Loving son of the late Lorna and Gabe Quesnelle. Carl 
will be dearly missed and lovingly remembered by his family and many friends.  
Carl was well known for his athletic abilities. He worked most of his career at the 
Huronia Regional Center, where he was loved and respected by both his patients 

and his co workers.   Cremation has taken place. As an expression of sympathy memorial donations may 
be made to the Heart and Stroke Foundation or to Jumpstart – Helping kids play sports (something Carl 
was passionate about).   A celebration of Carl’s life will be held at a later date. Donations may be made 
through the Simcoe Funeral Home, 38 James Street E. Orillia L3V 1L1,   705 327-0221.   
Messages of condolence are welcomed at www.simcoefuneralhome.ca
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No water? No pressure? Call us!

All Work Guaranteed! • 705.721.1053

Drury Well Drilling Ltd.
Licence #1851

• wells
• Pumps & Pressure Systems
• well Inspections
• repairs & Upgrades

2 DrillinG 

riGs

Servicing 
Simcoe County 
since 1988

3 service TrUcks- no waiting

Year round service and construction!

your community online auction centre 
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UPCOMING AUCTIONS 
Treichel Moving Sale, Mono - Mar. 7-11 - Case tractor with HLA 
front mount blade, gym equipment, sporting equipment, generator 
Waterdown Family Moving Sale - Mar. 7-11 - antique clocks, 
jewellery and watches, fabrication shop tools & equipment 
March Multi Consignor Auction - Mar. 21-25 - coins, much more 
to come 
Quality Waterloo Downsizing Sale - Mar. 28-Apr. 1 - garden 
benches, collectibles, ceramic Christmas trees, LP’s 
Duncan/Miller Moving Sale, Cambridge - Apr.  4-8 
Savoia/Puzzo Relocating Sale, Mono - Apr. 4-8 

  Celebrating 37 years in the auction industry!  
10 years experience with online auctions -  
850+ auctions, 210,000+ items sold online! 

A Division of David Moore & Associates Inc. Auctions & Appraisals  705-722-6217 

Full auction listings & information at  
rapid-sell.ca 
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Canadian Agricultural Safety Week 
Celebrates Safe & Strong Farms: Lead an AgSafe 
Canada in 2021  anadian Agricultural Safety Week 

2021 runs from March 14-20
WINNIPEG, MB –/COMMUNITYWIRE/– This March, 

the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association (CASA) 
is encouraging all Canadians to celebrate Safe & Strong 
Farms.
Canadian Agricultural Safety Week (CASW) is an annual 

public campaign committed to raising awareness about 
the importance of safe agriculture. In 2021, Safe & Strong 
Farms: Lead an AgSafe Canada runs from March 14 to 20 
and is the final year of a three-year campaign celebrating 
farm safety across Canada. The aim of the campaign is to 
empower farmers, farm families and farming communities 
to build (2019), grow (2020), and lead (2021) the agricul-
tural industry in safety and sustainability. 
Farm Credit Canada is the presenting sponsor of CASW 

and a dedicated farm safety supporter, including the Back 
to Ag Program that assists with the cost of adaptive technol-
ogy for farmers who have experienced a traumatic injury. 
This year, organizers are focusing on supporting farm 

safety leadership through resources, safety advice articles, 
and much more including a free public webinar “Be Ag-
Safe, Stay Rail Smart”, in partnership with CN on March 
16. CASA is also producing resources in partnership with 
CASW supporters Syngenta and TC Energy.
The AgSafe Ribbon campaign also returns for CASW, 

but with a bit of a different look from previous years. For 
2021, the ribbon campaign is going digital and can be 
shared on social media as a way to raise awareness and 
start conversations about the importance of farm safety. 
The digital AgSafe Ribbon can be found on the CASW 
website at agsafetyweek.ca.
For more than a decade, CASA has been raising aware-

ness about the importance of safety on Canadian farms 
through CASW, which takes place every year during the 
third week of March. CASW is presented by Farm Credit 
Canada. In 2021, CASW sponsors include long-time cor-
porate sponsor Farm Credit Canada, as well as CN, Syn-
genta, and TC Energy.
Additional information about CASW, including the me-

dia kit and resources, and to register for the “Be AgSafe, 
Stay Rail Smart” webinar is available at agsafetyweek.ca. 
The media kit contains feature stories, safety advice ar-
ticles, public service announcements, graphics, and more.
The Canadian Agricultural Safety Association is a na-

tional, non-profit organization dedicated to improving the 
health and safety of farmers, their families and agricultural 
workers. CASA is funded in part by the Canadian Agri-
cultural Partnership, a federal, provincial and territorial 
initiative. For more information, visit www.casa-acsa.ca, 
find us on Facebook or LinkedIn, or follow us on Twitter 
@planfarmsafety.

Ontario Increases Mental Health 
Funding to Support Students at 

Georgian College
Funding for use to expand access to critical services dur-

ing COVID-19 recognized by MPP Dunlop,
MPP Downey and MPP Khanjin
 SIMCOE NORTH/BARRIE – The Ontario government 

is providing $357,698 to help increase access to mental 
health and addiction services for students at Georgian 
College. The funding will strengthen community partner-
ships, increase the number of mental health workers and 
programs, and immediately expand access for students to 
the provincial mental health and addictions system during 
COVID-19.
This funding is part of the province’s total investment of 

$26.25 million for mental health supports for postsecond-
ary students in 2020-21. It will support more services for 
students on-campus and virtually and can also be used to 
address the needs of vulnerable and diverse groups, such 
as Indigenous students, LGBTQ students and students 
with disabilities.
 Providing mental health supports for postsecondary stu-

dents is part of Ontario’s Roadmap to Wellness, the gov-
ernment’s plan to build a connected and comprehensive 
mental health and addiction system that ensures children, 
youth, and adults in Ontario receive appropriate services 
where and when they need them.
QUICK FACTS
 Over the last several years the mental health needs 

of postsecondary students have increased dramatically 
in Ontario. According to the last National College Health 
Assessment survey of the Canadian student population 
(2019):

o 52 per cent of students reported feeling de-
pressed, compared to 46 per cent in 2016.
o 69 per cent experienced anxiety.
o 12 per cent of Canada’s students had consid-

ered suicide, compared to 14 per cent in 2016.
o 2.8 per cent of students reported having attempted 

suicide.
 In October 2020, the Ontario government announced 

$19.25 million in mental health supports for postsecond-
ary students.
 In February 2021, the Ontario government announced 

an additional $7 million in funding to help increase access 
to mental health and addiction services for postsecondary 
students during COVID19.

705-428-5158
Brad & Jenn Price

local Fencing Company Serving Simcoe County
Specializing in

wood, ornemental Iron and Chain link Fencing
over 25 Years Experience

residential, Commercial and agriculture Fencing
Contact us today to book your free no obligation quote

Email - Fenceright20@gmail.com

When an old man died in the geriatric ward of a nursing 
home in an Australian country town, it was believed that 
he had nothing left of any value. 
Later, when the nurses were going through his meager 

possessions, They found this poem. Its quality and 
content so impressed the staff that copies were made and 
distributed to every nurse in the hospital.
The old man's sole bequest to posterity has since 

appeared in the Christmas editions of magazines around 
the country and appearing in mags for Mental Health. A 
slide presentation has also been made based on his simple, 
but eloquent, poem.
This old man, with nothing left to give to the world, is 

now the author of this 'anonymous' poem winging across 
the Internet.

Cranky Old Man
What do you see nurses? . . .. . .What do you see?

What are you thinking .. when you're looking at me?
A cranky old man, . . . . . .not very wise,

Uncertain of habit .. . . . . . . .. with faraway eyes?
Who dribbles his food .. . ... . . and makes no reply.

When you say in a loud voice . .'I do wish you'd try!'
Who seems not to notice . . .the things that you do.

And forever is losing . . . . . .. . . A sock or shoe?
Who, resisting or not . . . ... lets you do as you will,
With bathing and feeding . . . .The long day to fill?
Is that what you're thinking?. .Is that what you see?

Then open your eyes, nurse .you're not looking at me.
I'll tell you who I am . . . . .. As I sit here so still,

As I do at your bidding, .. . . . as I eat at your will.
I'm a small child of Ten . .with a father and mother,
Brothers and sisters .. . . .. . who love one another

A young boy of Sixteen . . . .. with wings on his feet
Dreaming that soon now . . .. . . a lover he'll meet.

A groom soon at Twenty . . . ..my heart gives a leap.
Remembering, the vows .. .. .that I promised to keep.
At Twenty-Five, now . . . . .I have young of my own.
Who need me to guide . . . And a secure happy home.
A man of Thirty . .. . . . . My young now grown fast,
Bound to each other . . .. With ties that should last.

At Forty, my young sons .. .have grown and are gone,
But my woman is beside me . . to see I don't mourn.
At Fifty, once more, .. ...Babies play 'round my knee,
Again, we know children . . . . My loved one and me.

Dark days are upon me . . . My wife is now dead.
I look at the future ... . . . . I shudder with dread.

For my young are all rearing .. . . young of their own.
And I think of the years . . . And the love that I've known.

I'm now an old man . . . . . . .. and nature is cruel.
It's jest to make old age . . . . . . . look like a fool.

The body, it crumbles .. .. . grace and vigour, depart.
There is now a stone . . . where I once had a heart.

But inside this old carcass . A young man still dwells,
And now and again . . . . . my battered heart swells
I remember the joys . . . . .. . I remember the pain.
And I'm loving and living . . . . . . . life over again.
I think of the years, all too few . . .. gone too fast.
And accept the stark fact . . . that nothing can last.
So open your eyes, people .. . . . .. . . open and see.

Not a cranky old man .
Look closer . . . . see .. .. . .. .... . ME!!

Remember this poem when you next meet an older person 
who you might brush aside without looking at the young 

soul within. We will all, one day, be there, too!

 The government’s total investment of 
$26.25 million for mental health supports 
for postsecondary students in 2020-21 repre-
sents an increase of $10.25 million over last 
year.
 The funding supports a variety of initia-

tives, including Good2Talk/Allo j’écoute, 
Ontario's bilingual mental health helpline 
which provides professional counselling and 
information and referrals to all students via 
telephone, text and live chat (new this year). 
It is available to all postsecondary students 
24/7, 365 days a year. 

Old FRIENDS are GOLD! NEW friends are 
DIAMONDS! If you GET a DIAMOND, DON'T 
FORGET the GOLD! To HOLD a DIAMOND, 

you ALWAYS NEED a BASE of GOLD! 

Why is a CAR'S WINDSHIELD so LARGE & the 
REAR VIEW MIRROR so small? BECAUSE our PAST 
is NOT as IMPORTANT as OUR FUTURE. So, LOOK 

AHEAD and MOVE ON. 

Driving under The Influence of 
Whipped Cream?

A woman was charged with driving under 
the influence after consuming whipped 

cream. Police said that 28-year-old Anna 
Thomas of Franklin, Tennessee, used cans 

of aerosol whipped cream to get high. 
She was charged with driving under the 

influence after crashing her car. When police 
arrived, Thomas was disoriented. Officers 
found 13 cans of whipped cream scattered 
inside the vehicle. Almost all of the bottles 

were empty. No pie was discovered.
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Elmvale Legion Banquet Hall. 100% Accessible. 
Specializing in weddings, all types of parties, business 

functions and community service groups. 
We can accommodate up to 125 dinner guests. 

Catering is available through the branch. 
Excellent parking. Call 705-322-1042 for a quotation.

Rentals - apt., houses, and halls

Buy and Sell!!!

Events
Let’s rebuild the events column. COVID had shut 
down many of the events we had before but we are 
adapting. Check here for daily/weekly happenings.

Help Wanted ken arcHer 
PainTinG
Over 25 years experience painting & wallpapering

Call Ken 705-727-8313

TiFT Talk is Free Theatre  •  TIFT is thrilled to announce 
new episodes of In Good Company featuring distinguished 
panelists offering exclusive insight on a variety of topics.

Hiring - must have experience in exterior finishes,
Windows, Doors, Siding, Soffit, Facia

Clean driving record
E-mail Steven@rollings.ca

Page 23

New heart attack protocol expands to 
include Midland and Collingwood hospitals 
Heart attack patients in the Midland and Collingwood 

area now have access to the ‘gold standard’ of care thanks 
to the Simcoe Muskoka Code STEMI Protocol.
Residents with heart attack symptoms who present to the 

Emergency departments at Georgian Bay General Hospital 
or Collingwood General and Marine Hospital will 
now be transported directly to Royal Victoria Regional 
Health Centre’s (RVH) Cardiac Intervention Unit for 
their lifesaving treatment. This ‘gold standard’ of care 
is achieved when a patient coming from a community 
hospital receives advanced cardiac care in less than 120 
minutes from onset of symptoms.
“Having these advanced cardiac services, and a highly-

skilled team at RVH, means that now the majority of 
patients in Simcoe County will be able to get lifesaving 
intervention within 120 minutes of a heart attack,” says Dr. 
Tony Lee, medical director of RVH’s Cardiac Intervention 
Unit. “This new cardiac protocol would not be possible 
without the full collaboration of all our health partners in 
this region.”
This change is the result of an important new heart attack 

process called the Simcoe Muskoka Code STEMI Protocol, 
first introduced to the county in November 2020. This 
phased, gradual approach to bringing advanced cardiac 
care to the people of Simcoe Muskoka is a partnership 
between RVH, the County of Simcoe Paramedic Services, 
Rama Paramedic Services and area hospitals. 
Since December, residents of Simcoe County, including 

Rama First Nation, who call 9-1-1 with heart attack 
symptoms have been transported directly to RVH for 
care, bypassing local Emergency departments. However, 
residents who went to their local hospital’s Emergency 
departments on their own were stabilized and transported 
to Southlake Regional Health Centre in Newmarket. 
Now that the third phase of the new protocol is in effect, 
heart attack patients who go to the Emergency departments 
in Midland, Orillia and Collingwood will be transported 
directly to RVH. It is expected the protocol will extend to 
Muskoka residents in the spring.
RVH is well positioned to deliver advanced cardiac care. 

The regional heart program, a partnership with Southlake, 
opened in January 2018 and since then the cardiac team 
has completed just over 6,000 heart procedures including 
angiograms, angioplasty and pacemaker implants.

Let's Do Lunch
To our Let's Do Lunch friends: As much as we would 
love to hold the lunch in March, in the interest of public 
safety, Elmvale Presbyterian Church is still abiding by 
the lockdown \restrictions currently in place due to the 
pandemic. We hope that by April 8th things will have 
opened up again and we will be able to offer you your 
take-out soup and sandwiches.

Check the April 1st edition of the paper for an  
announcement. Again, until then, stay safe.

Haven't had a chance to look through 
EDGE's Facebook page?  You will find 
articles on a whole variety of topics.  
Such as: tips on caring for plants - indoor 
and outdoor; how to work with sandy soil 

or clay soil; what plants attract birds, bees; backyard 
projects - trellis's, planter ideas, garden's;  articles on 
birds and how to attract them to your garden and some 
laughs. So take a stroll through EDGE's Facebook page, 
you'll never know what you will find. 

WANTED: used treadmill in good condition. 
NEEDED: exercise after 1 year of sleeping!

Please call 705-322-3484  Thank you.

What is World Day of Prayer?
Informed Prayer. Prayerful Action. 

Imagine Christians from over 170 
countries coming together in spirit, 
uniting on a common day to pray 
for relevant issues affecting women 
and children. This is a reality: the 
movement has been active for nearly 

100 years. Each year, a different country writes the service 
materials. The World Day of Prayer is generally celebrated 
on the first Friday of March. This year, the writing country 
is Vanuatu: "Build on a Firm Foundation”.
Since we are not able to celebrate together, Women’s 

Church Council is presenting an online service for all 
who are able to access it. We encourage all learn about the 
people of Vanuatu and support the work of WICC either on 
the first Friday of March or at your convenience. 
The World Day of Prayer 2021 service video, prepared 

by the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada, can 
be accessed by going to wicc.org and clicking on the 
One Hour Service Video box
If anyone would like to make a donation they may do 

so by donating online at wicc.org or mailing a cheque 
to:     WICC, 
 7 Queen's Park Cres. E., 
 Toronto, ON  M5S 2C3

SHORT TERM RENTAL NEEDED
Professional couple looking for a short term rental of 

house in Elmvale area .
Needed May or June to September

Please send info to jayschell@icloud.com or 
call   705-305-7881

Tompkins & Heels
Monuments Ltd.

For Quality & Craftsmanship Since 1932

locally owned and operated
Manufacturer of unsurpassed quality granite. 

Mon - Fri 9 - 5  •  Sat 9 - 1 pm
Evenings available by appointment

161 Essa road
Barrie oN l4N 3l2
www.tompkinsandheels.com

Tel: 705-728-7749
1-800-465-9900

Fax: 705-728-6149

“Because special lives deserve to be 
remembered in special ways”

•	 Finest	Handcrafted	Monuments
•	 Premiere	Granite	Selection
•	 5th	Generation	Family	Owned
•	 Showrooms	Throughout	Ontario

Elmvale  705-322-2732
Midland  705-526-2924

Head Office  1-800-461-0282
www.sandersonMonument.ca
sanderson.midland@gmail.com
SanderSon MonuMent

Thank you!
Jackie Ritchie and family wish to thank everyone for 
their kind messages, cards, flowers,  food and many 
prayers on Stan's passing.  We would like to thank Kim 
Birley and Staff at Lynn Stone Funeral home for their 
help.  We would like to thank the Elmvale Firefighters 
and retired Firefighters for standing at the firehall 
giving Stan there Finale Salute. Also thank you to Scott 
McLean for driving the Fire Truck Tobe 111  past where 
Stan was born and his home were he lived and then past 
the Presbyterian Church  were he attended and bells 
rang as a final goodbye. 

In loving memory of Jeffrey Nesbitt 
who left us on March 8, 2019.  Jeff was born on July 
30, 1967 on Manitoulin Island. He played baseball, 
hockey, and attended school in Elmvale.  He lived in 
Queensville and worked in Toronto until his death. 

Jeff  -  Though your smile has gone forever
And your hand we cannot touch.

We have so many memories 
Of the One we love so much.

Your memory is our keepsake, 
With which we’ll never part.
God has you in His keeping.
We have you in our hearts.

Lovingly remembered by 
his wife Sheena and girls Skye and Scotia, 

his parents Carrie and Clint, 
brother Jim and sister Joanne and 

many nieces and nephews and friends.

Celebrating stories of Ontarians: 
Oscar Peterson 

When Oscar Peterson quit high school in the early 1940s 
to be a full-time jazz pianist, his father gave his blessing on 
one condition: that his son would “be the best.” Peterson 
rose to this toughest of challenges. Over a six-decade 
career, he would earn the adulation of fans worldwide 
and the awe of peers—Duke Ellington called him “the 
Maharaja of the keyboard.” Along the way, he picked up 8 
Grammys including a Lifetime Achievement Award, over 
a dozen honorary doctorates, and the UNESCO Music 
Prize. In 1992, he was inducted into the Order of Ontario 
as Canada’s “ambassador of jazz.” Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II unveiled a statue of him in Ottawa in 2010, 
and he is the subject of a new Historica Canada Heritage 
Minute, released in time for Black History Month. 
Peterson was born in 1925 in Montreal to parents from 

St. Kitts and the Virgin Islands. His classical piano teachers 
were sympathetic to his love for jazz, and he developed 
both a tremendous virtuoso technique and a redoubtable 
ability to swing. He launched a long touring career in 1949 
at Carnegie Hall, where he played as a surprise—and at 
the time unknown—guest during an all-star jazz concert; 
a standing ovation testified to his promise. He would go 
on to perform and record with legends from Ella Fitzgerald 
and Billie Holiday to Louis Armstrong and Dizzy Gillespie 
to Herbie Hancock, who viewed him as a mentor. Peterson 
truly made his mark, however, with his own small-group 
recordings—including The Canadiana Suite (1964), a 
series of original compositions evoking different regions 
from sea to sea. 
Although most ambitious Canadian jazz artists of 

Peterson’s era moved to the United States, he stayed in 
the country he called “a land of many cultures, languages 
and peoples.” In 1958, he moved to Ontario, and he would 
live in the GTA—in Scarborough, Etobicoke, and then 
Mississauga—until his passing in 2007. A firm believer 
in giving back to his community, he ran a pioneering jazz 
school in Yorkville in the early 1960s and later taught at 
York University, where he also served as chancellor. He 
spoke out about the racism he encountered both on tour 
and at home, and he campaigned successfully behind the 
scenes to increase representation of non-white people on 
Canadian television. His most famous composition, “Hymn 
to Freedom,” from 1962, with lyrics by Harriette Hamilton, 
became an anthem for the civil rights movement. 
Peterson was passionate about fostering inclusion in 

Canada. In 1990, he wrote in The Globe and Mail about the 
need to “unite and resurrect” what he saw as a “fragmenting 
nation.”1[1] May all Ontarians look to his shining example 
and build bridges between us, inspired by his 
uplifting music. 
  — The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, 

Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario 

Joe Cobbett  -  June 21, 1941 - March 11, 1996
24 Years - Where have they gone?

Forever in our Hearts.
We will never stop missing you.
Lorraine, Ron, Jolene, Karen and Families

Immemorial

Waterfalls

The water of Angel Falls (the world's highest) in 
Venezuela drops 3,212 feet (979 meters). 

They are 15 times higher than Niagara Falls .
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new or renovating? check us out!

54 Queen st w, elmvale
705-515-0133

   • Cabinets   • Countertops      • Hardware
   •  Vanities       • Tiles                   • Faucets

1100 Flos Road 4 West, Phelpston
Complete Repair & Maintenance service

Cars, Trucks & Trailers
Motor Vehicle Inspection Station

Clean & Modern Facility
Quality Workmanship in Every Job

Marc Schutt  •  Tel: 705-322-4301
Fax: 705-322-3027

Email: twoguysautomotive@hotmail.com
Here's how Ontario's COVID-19 

colour codes work

Green (Prevent) 
What it is: The “green” level, also known as the “pre-

vent” level, consists of loosened restrictions and only cer-
tain high-risk locations remaining closed.
What it looks like: Some restrictions for this level include 

a maximum of 10 people indoors and 25 people outdoors 
for social gatherings; a maximum 50 people indoors and 
100 people outdoors for organized public events; a two-
metre distance between tables at dining establishments; a 
maximum of 50 people inside gyms or fitness centres; lim-
iting fitting room capacity at retail stores; closing oxygen 
bars, steam rooms, saunas and whirlpools in personal-care 
facilities; and limiting capacity to 50 people at gaming es-
tablishments.
Latest retail restrictions: Retail locations must have pas-

sive screening for customers (indoor malls have their own 
screening process) and may be requested to provide a 
safety plan. 

Yellow (Protect)
What it is: The “yellow” or “protect” level means health 

units will see increased measures and guidelines for busi-
nesses or organizations that are open.
What it looks like: Some restrictions for this level include 

liquor only being sold or served between 9 a.m. and 11 
p.m.; required face coverings at sports and recreation fa-
cilities, except when exercising; limited volume of music 
at retail locations; and required contact information from 
customers at some establishments.
Latest retail restrictions: Retail locations must have pas-

sive screening for customers (indoor malls have their own 
screening process) and may be requested to provide a 
safety plan. 

Orange (Restrict)
What it is: Health units at the “orange” or “restrict” level 

will see restrictions enhanced further from the “protect” 
level.
What it looks like: Some restrictions for this level include 

limiting capacity at meeting and event spaces to 50 peo-
ple per facility; limiting operating hours for businesses; 
enhancing screening measures at various businesses and 
establishments; prohibiting personal care services that re-
quire the removal of a face mask; and potentially limiting 
capacity in retail locations.
How to get there: Retail locations must have passive 

screening for customers (indoor malls have their own 
screening process) and may be requested to provide a 
safety plan. 

Red (Control)
What it is: The “red” or “control” level includes further 

restrictions and the closure of some businesses or organi-
zations.
What it looks like: Some restrictions for this level include 

reducing organized public events and social gatherings to 
five people indoors and 25 people outdoors, reducing ca-
pacity at indoor dining establishments, gaming establish-
ments, gyms and fitness centres to a maximum of 10 pa-
trons; closing cinemas; and closing performing arts spaces 
to spectators.
New retail restrictions: Supermarkets, pharmacies, con-

venience stores and other grocery retailers will operate at 
75 per cent capacity; other retailers will operate at 50 per 
cent; retail capacity limits must be posted out-
side the establishments; and retail locations must 
do passive screening of customers (indoor malls 

have their own screening process).

Gray (Lockdown)
What it is: This level includes the most stringent restric-

tions for residents and businesses. 
What it looks like: Some restrictions for this level include 

prohibiting all indoor social gatherings, reducing capacity 
at organized outdoor public events to a maximum of 10 
people, prohibiting indoor and outdoor service at dining 
establishments and bars, closing indoor and outdoor sports 
and fitness facilities (with limited exceptions), and closing 
personal care services and gaming establishments.
New retail restrictions: Supermarkets, pharmacies, con-

venience stores and other grocery retailers will operate at 
50 per cent capacity; other retailers will operate at 25 per 
cent; retail capacity limits must be posted outside the es-
tablishments; retail locations must do passive screening of 

customers (indoor malls have their own screening pro-
cess); mask wearing and physical distancing is manda-
tory (with limited exceptions); and individuals are not 
permitted to loiter in shopping malls.

www.wasagabeachdentureclinic.ca

Wasaga Beach Denture Clinic

THERE IS NO BROWN’S BRIDGE

A year or more ago signs appeared in the Elmvale area, 
erected by the County of Simcoe, announcing rehabilitation 
work to be done on the “Brown’s Creek Bridge”. Most or 
all of the local residents were puzzled as no one had heard 
of such a bridge. The township councilors knew nothing 
of it and even the Springwater representatives on County 
Council knew nothing of it.
I made an enquiry through Mayor Allen and with his 

assistance we had a remarkably prompt and forthright 
answer (I will channel all my questions through the 
mayor from now on). The county staff, to their credit, 
acknowledged an error and in astonishingly short time put 
up a new series of signs referring to rehabilitation work 
on “Brown’s Bridge”. As impressive as that was, it hardly 
answered the issue: we did not just wonder where Brown’s 
Creek might be, we also wondered where Brown’s Bridge 
might be.
The County does not always get it wrong. I noticed signs 

referring to the Vigo Bridge. That makes sense and local 
residents would know what they referred to, although I 
usually heard it called the Fourth Line Bridge. I think I 
recall signs some years ago about the Kirkpatrick Bridge 
and that would be understood by Flos residents. I saw a 
sign for the Mathieson Creek Culvert and that made sense. 
But what is the point of placing signs for Brown’s Bridge 
if taxpayers who live even a few feet away from the bridge 
do not recognize the name? If the bridge is referred to in 
the council minutes with a name, should it not be a name 
that is known in the community? Is it possible that this 
work was approved (cost of $1,432,513.97 but probably 
there will be “extras”) without anyone on council actually 
knowing where the bridge was upon which the taxpayer’s 
money was to be spent?
Do bridges have names? I have lived near the Wye River 

most of my life and for about half my life within a few 
feet of another Wye River bridge. It never had a name 
other that “the bridge”. The bridge we are dealing with 
here would probably have been called ‘the bridge by the 
Hub Motel” or more recently “the bridge where the Hub 
Motel used to be”. But I can see that if a bridge is to be 
referred to in council minutes and on signs, it may need 
a name but more to the point, it should be a name that 
means something to the residents.

Who gets to name a bridge? There are no rules that I am 
aware of, so I suppose whoever owns it can name it, so in 
this case the county can name it. 
How is a bridge named? By council resolution, I suppose. 

What is clear is how a bridge is not named - as in this 
case, it is not named by a functionary in the office tower 
in Midhurst penciling the name on a map that exists only 
in the county engineer’s office. It does no help that one or 
two senior citizens can search their memory and come up 
with a credible theory about how the functionary came up 
with the name.
What name should this bridge have? Certainly not 

“Brown’s Bridge” as that has no local relevance or meaning. 
I would suggest the Lillico Bridge or the Paterson Bridge, 
for obvious reasons, but that is up to council. Councils like 
to name things for important people and important people, 
to councilors,  usually mean councilors.
But in any event, whatever name it has should be 

announced to the people who are expected to read the 
signs. On the bridge at the west edge of town there is a sign 
“Wye River”. It hardly seems necessary as I think most 
local people know which river it is. There are only eight 
rivers in the county - it can’t be that hard to keep track. 
But perhaps a sign like this on the bridge at the south edge 
of the village, when it is completed, would be of some 
assistance to county staff. But further, if these bridges are 
to be given names, whatever the names, would it not be 
better to spend a few dollars posting the names on the 
bridges rather than thousands of dollars erecting signs that 
convey no meaning to us?
I am well aware that a few thousand dollars is a drop in 

the bucket of the county budget and a few meaningless 
signs are not anything the council is likely to take any 
interest in. I think though that it is a small example of a 
larger problem. With the county reorganization of 25 
years ago, the areas covered by municipal councilors was 
enlarged and their responsibilities widened. It was already 
the largest county in Ontario. We once had staff who knew 
their area well and tended to know a lot of people in that 
area. It was not difficult to meet the clerk because they were 
generally easily approached in their offices, not shielded 
by a bank of assistants and clerks. That is still the case for 
the lower level of staff, whom I find very knowledgeable. 
It is not the case for the senior staff. How many taxpayers 
have actually met the clerks or C.E.O.s of Springwater or 
Simcoe County?
This is a current concern because there are frequent and 

credible rumours that more reorganization is coming. 
It is difficult to be optimistic about this, as this work is 
generally done by the province and the county council. 
The result, naturally, tends to favour the province and the 

county council. 
It will be interesting to see what becomes of this. Of 

course it will be announced as something required to 
make our local government more  “efficient”, just as the 
reorganization of 25 years ago was to improve government 
and make it more “efficient”.
What we certainly do not need is the silly proposal recently 
made by Deputy Mayor Coughlin, to remove the ward 
system in Springwater Township and reduce the number of 
councilors in Springwater to five, creating a system where 
the entire council could be elected by Midhurst votes. 
Gary French

A laundry in Rome: "LADIES, LEAVE YOUR 
CLOTHES HERE AND SPEND THE AFTERNOON 

HAVING A GOOD TIME."


